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TO: All Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 

 Committee of the Whole 

 

DATE: November 17, 2015 

 

SUBJECT: Report on PR 21-364, the “Interagency Council on Homelessness Deborah Shore 

Confirmation Resolution of 2015” 

 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 21-364, the “Interagency Council on 

Homelessness Deborah Shore Confirmation Resolution of 2015” was referred, reports favorably 

thereon, and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  

 

Proposed Resolution 21-364, the “Interagency Council on Homelessness Deborah Shore 

Confirmation Resolution of 2015,” was introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the request of the 

Mayor on October 5, 2015 and referred to the Committee of the Whole.  The purpose of PR 21-

364 is to confirm the Mayor’s nomination of Deborah Shore for reappointment as a member of the 

District’s Interagency Council on Homelessness as a representative from an organization that 

provides services within the Continuum of Care.   

  

 The Interagency Council on Homelessness (“ICH”) was established by the Homeless 

Services Reform Act of 2005 “for the purpose of facilitating interagency, cabinet-level leadership 

in planning, policymaking, program development, provider monitoring, and budgeting for the 
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Continuum of Care of homeless services.”1 In addition to agency heads from relevant District 

agencies, members of the ICH include representatives of organizations that provide services within 

the Continuum of Care, homeless or formerly homeless individuals, and advocates for the 

District’s homeless population, among others.2 Annually, the ICH develops and publishes the 

District’s “Winter Plan” detailing how and where the District will provide hypothermia shelter for 

individuals and families.3 In March 2015, the ICH published its 5-year “strategic plan,” Homeward 

DC, which describes the District’s plan to end chronic homelessness in the District by 2020.4 

Going forward, members will work to ensure the plan’s implementation and execution. 

 

Ms. Shore is currently a resident of Ward 3 and the Executive Director of Sasha Bruce 

Youthwork, a District-based service provider to homeless minors, young adults, and families. She 

is a graduate of Antioch College, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and History.  

For over 40 years, Ms. Shore has worked as a service provider and advocate focused on the needs 

of vulnerable youth. This focus and experience will enable her to continue to contribute to the 

ICH’s work, particularly its ongoing youth-specific initiatives.   

 

 The Committee of the Whole recommends her reappointment. 

 

  
I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  

 

October 5, 2015 PR 21-364, the “Interagency Council on Homelessness Deborah Shore 

Confirmation Resolution of 2015” is introduced by Chairman Mendelson at 

the request of the Mayor.   

October 6, 2015 PR 21-364 is “read” at the October 6, 2015 Legislative Meeting; on this date 

the referral of the PR to the Committee of the Whole is official and the 60-

day period for Council review begins.  If this measure is not acted upon by 

the Council before December 6, 2015, PR 21-364 will be deemed approved. 

October 9, 2015 Notice of Intent to Act on PR 21-364 is published in the DC Register.  

October 23, 2015 Notice of a Public Hearing on PR 21-364 is published in the DC Register.  

November 4, 2015 The Committee of the Whole holds a roundtable on PR 21-361 through PR 

21-372, which is recessed until November 10, 2015 to hear testimony on 

PR 21-370.   

November 10, 2015 The Committee of the Whole reconvenes the public hearing on PR 21-361 

through PR 21-372. 

November 17, 2015 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 21-364.  

                                                 
1 D.C. Law 16-35, Homeless Services Reform Act of 2005 (eff. Oct. 22, 2005). 
2 See id. 
3 See id. 
4 See Homeward DC, available at: http://ich.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ich/page_content/attachments/ICH-

StratPlan2.7-Web.pdf.  

http://ich.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ich/page_content/attachments/ICH-StratPlan2.7-Web.pdf
http://ich.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ich/page_content/attachments/ICH-StratPlan2.7-Web.pdf
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I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  

 

Ms. Shore is the Mayor’s nominee for appointment as a member of the Interagency Council 

on Homelessness. 

 

 
I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  

  
 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission. 

 
V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  

 

The Committee of the Whole held a public roundtable on PR 21-361 through PR 21-372 

on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, but the roundtable was recessed due to a conflict for Ms. 

Margaret Hacskaylo, nominated under PR 21-370. The roundtable was reconvened on Tuesday, 

November 10, 2015 where testimony from Ms. Hacskaylo was received. The testimony 

summarized below is from both November 4th and November 10th reconvened roundtable.  Copies 

of written testimony are attached to this report. 

 

 Christina M. Respress, Nominee, summarized her background qualifications for 

appointment to the ICH.   

 

Elizabeth Schroeder Stribling, Nominee, summarized her background qualifications for 

reappointment to the ICH.   

 

Michael L. Ferrell, Nominee, summarized his background and qualifications for 

reappointment to the ICH.   

 

Deborah Shore, Nominee, summarized her background and discussed her past experience, 

particularly her experience with homeless and otherwise vulnerable youth. Ms. Shore noted her 

more than 40 years of work with and on behalf of youth and her ongoing participation with the 

ICH.  She discussed her leadership of a homeless service organization focused on the needs of 

minors and young adults. Finally, Ms. Shore expressed her commitment to supporting further 

implementation of the ICH strategic plan and development of targeted support services for young 

adults and their children.   

 

Adam Rocap, Nominee, summarized his background and qualifications for appointment 

to the ICH.   

 

Nechama Masliansky, Nominee, summarized her background and qualifications for 

appointment to the ICH.   
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Eric J. Sheptock, Nominee, summarized his background and qualifications for 

appointment to the ICH.   

 

Donald L. Brooks, Nominee, summarized his background and qualifications for 

reappointment to the ICH.   

 

Albert Townsend, Nominee, summarized his background and qualifications for 

appointment to the ICH.   

 

Margaret A. Hacskaylo, Nominee, summarized her background and qualifications for 

appointment to the ICH.   

 

Margaret Riden, Nominee, summarized her background and qualifications for 

reappointment to the ICH.   

 

Jill Carmichael, Nominee, summarized her background and qualifications for 

appointment to the ICH.   

 

Adam Maier, Housing Director, Pathways to Housing DC, testified that that each of the 

12 nominees possesses knowledge and experience in the areas of homeless services policy and 

service delivery.  Mr. Maier recommends approval of all nominees. 

 

 The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to PR 21-364. 

 

 
V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  

  

Members of the Interagency Council on Homelessness are appointed pursuant to section 4 

of the Homeless Services Reform Act of 2005, effective October 22, 2005 (D.C. Law 16-35; D.C. 

Official Code § 4-751.01 et seq.), which established the ICH. 

 

 
V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  

 

The approval of PR 21-364 will have no fiscal impact.  Members are not compensated by 

the District government and the operations of the Interagency Council on Homelessness are funded 

through the office of the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services.   

 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  

 

Section 1   States the short title of PR 21-364. 

Section 2  Confirms the appointment of Deborah Shore.   

Section 3  Directs the Council to transmit a copy of this resolution to the nominee and 

the Office of the Mayor. 
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Section 4 Provides that PR 21-364 shall take effect immediately upon publication in 

the DC Register. 

 
I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  

 

 

 
X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  

 

1. PR 21-364 as introduced. 

2. Nominee’s responses to Committee pre-hearing questions.  

3. Written Testimony. 

4. Legal Sufficiency Determination for PR 21-364. 

5. Committee Print for PR 21-364. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : October 06, 2015

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Monday, October 5, 2015. Copies are available in Room 10, the
Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Interagency Council on Homelessness Deborah Shore Confirmation
Resolution of 2015", PR21-0364

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole. This
resolution will be deemed approved on Sunday, December 6, 2015 without Council
action.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services
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A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 8 

 9 

21-364 10 

 11 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 12 

 13 

    14 

 15 

 16 

To confirm the Mayoral reappointment of Ms. Deborah Shore to the Interagency Council 17 

on Homelessness. 18 

 19 

 RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That 20 

this resolution may be cited as the “Interagency Council on Homelessness Deborah Shore 21 

Confirmation Resolution of 2015”. 22 

 Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia confirms the reappointment of: 23 

Ms. Deborah Shore 24 

3408 Patterson Street, NW 25 

Washington, DC 20015 26 

(Ward 3) 27 

 28 

 29 

as a member of the Interagency Council on Homelessness as a representative from an 30 

organization that provides services within the Continuum of Care, pursuant to section 4  31 

of the Homeless Services Reform Act of 2005, effective October 22, 2005 (D.C. Law 16-32 

35; D.C. Official Code § 4-752.01) (2015 Supp.), to serve for a term to end May 1, 2017. 33 

 Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this 34 

resolution, upon its adoption, to the appointee and the Office of the Mayor. 35 

 Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 36 


