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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  

On February 16, 2016, Bill 21-614, the “Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 2016” 
was introduced by Chairman Mendelson.  The purpose of Bill 21-614 is to repeal certain portions 
of the Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982 and establish new 
procedures to designate an official name or a symbolic name for a street, alley, or other public 
space. 

The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982 (the Act) 
established procedures for closing streets and alleys, creating new streets or alleys, naming of 
public spaces, and other actions related to streets, alleys, and other public spaces.  This law has 
governed the naming of public spaces, including streets and alleys, and as of 2001, 
commemorative works in the District. 

As originally enacted, the law gave the Council the authority to change the name of any 
public street, alley, circle, bridge, building, park, or other public space in the District of 
Columbia.  It provided for rules regarding the system of designations of avenues and streets, a 
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prohibition on naming alleys with no access to property, restrictions on the use of names of 
living individuals, review by Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANCs), and notice to 
abutting property owners.  An amendment to the law in 1997 added a new provision to allow for 
symbolic names of public space, and requiring that alley names be only symbolic.  However, that 
amendment did not define what a symbolic name means other than to say that it is subordinate to 
a mailing address. 
 
 From the time of the establishment of the public space naming laws, it has been used to 
rename a variety of public spaces, streets, and alleys throughout the District.1  It is unclear to 
what extent all provisions of the Act have been followed historically, namely conformance with 
the requirements of section 405 prohibiting naming after living or recently deceased individuals, 
Section 407 requiring ANC review, and section 408 requiring abutting property notification.  
However, beginning in Council Period 17, notes in the D.C. Code indicate that it became regular 
practice to exempt namings from the ANC review requirement.  In addition, the symbolic 
naming authority in the Act, as written, does not exempt symbolic names from any of the other 
requirements of the Act, making the threshold for an official naming of a space the same as that 
for a ceremonial. 
 
 The Commemorative Works on Public Space Amendment Act of 2000 amended the Act 
to establish a process for reviewing and approving proposed commemorative works on public 
space in the District.  This set up a clear process for a subset of public spaces, commemorative 
works, apart from the broader public space naming rules in the Act.  Bill 21-614 would mirror 
this approach by creating a clearer process for the naming of streets, alleys, and other public 
spaces in the District. 
 
 Bill 21-614 would separate the rules for street, alley, and public space names, from the 
process for the naming, the effect of which is twofold.  First, existing rules in the Act are 
clarified with regards to alleys and symbolic names.  Second, a new process is established 
specific to the naming of streets, alleys, and other public spaces. 
 
 
Clarification of Rules for Alley Names 
 
 The Committee Print for Bill 21-614 would revert the language in section 403 of the Act 
to a version closer to its original form.  The revised provision would allow for both the official 
and symbolic designation of alleys, and reserves official designations only for those alleys which 
provide the primary or only access to a residential or commercial property.  In addition, it would 
be clarified that designating an alley with a name does not change its status as an alley.  This is 
to ensure that current rules in place, such as those at the District Department of Transportation 
and the Department of Public Works, are respected with regards to services available in an alley, 
regardless of whether it has a name or not.  Finally, the Committee Print restricts the official 
name of an alley to the suffixes Alley, Court, or Way so as to minimize confusion between alleys 
and streets. 
 
 

1 See Editor’s Notes, D.C. Official Code § 9-204.01 (2016). 
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Clarification of Rules for Alleys and Symbolic Names 
 
 The Committee Print would rewrite the section 403a of the act regarding symbolic names 
to clarify that symbolic names are in addition and subordinate to official names rather than the 
previous standard of “mailing address” which has been superseded by Bill 21-614’s addition of a 
new definition of “official name.”  The Committee Print retains the Act’s prohibition on 
symbolic names being duplicative of other names, and adds a requirement that symbolic streets 
and alleys contain only the suffix Way or Plaza. 
 
 As introduced, the bill would have repealed sections 403 and 403a of the act dealing with 
alleys and symbolic names, respectively and replaced the provisions with modified versions in 
the new Part C created by the bill.  Instead, the Committee Print amends sections 403 and 403a 
to reflect the new policy of being able to designate and official or symbolic name for alleys. 
 
  
New Process for Designation of Names for Streets, Alleys, and Other Public Spaces 
 
   The Committee Print establishes a tiered approach for designating public space names 
that increases the threshold of scrutiny in approving a name commensurate with the magnitude of 
the impact of the proposed designation.  This new processes differentiates between type of 
designation – official or symbolic – and type of space to be designated – street, alley, or other 
public space.  This is important because the scrutiny necessary for a symbolic name should be 
much less because the only effect of the name is the installation of signage denoting the name.  
This is in contrast to the official renaming of a street for official purposes which means that 
individuals living on the street must go to great lengths to update addresses for various utility, 
billing, way-finding, and other purposes.  In addition, an individual residing on a street may feel 
strongly one way or the other about the prospect of their street name changing and what the 
background of the name may entail.   
 
 The current law makes no explicit distinction between the levels of review for these 
different types of namings, and requires ANC review and abutting property notification for any 
naming, whether official or symbolic.  Thus, the Committee Prints repeals sections 407 and 408 
of the Act dealing with ANC review and neighbor notification, respectively, and instead 
reestablishes those review with a more formal structure dependent on the type of naming 
proposed. 
 
 Under the Committee Print, the most stringent notice and review requirements for a 
public space naming would be the official naming of a street or alley.  The review and notice 
requirements for an official naming are based on the notice requirements found elsewhere in the 
Act pertaining to the closing of streets and alleys.  Arguably, the interest in the name of a street 
or alley where people reside is even higher than the level of interest in closing a street or alley 
which is normally done in conjunction with a dedication of an alternative alley configuration, an 
easement, or elimination of a so-called “paper alley” which was never improved.  This is due in 
part to the name of the street being officially connected to the residents through its every day 
usage, use for mailing address, and everything else that comes with the name of one’s street. 
 



Committee of the Whole  June 7, 2016 
Report on Bill 21-614 Page 4 of 7 
 
 
 

 If a street or alley is to be designated with an official name under the Committee Print, 15 
to 60 days before a public hearing by the Council, the initiator of the proposal for a designation 
must give notice to all residents and owners of property on the street or alley and post a sign 
indicating the time and place of the public hearing.  In addition, the initiator must submit a copy 
of the legislation to any affected ANC for review and comment 30 days before the hearing and 
submit a petition to the Council in support of the naming 15 days before the public hearing. 
 
 As introduced, the bill removed all requirements under the current law for broad ANC 
participation in namings of any sort.  However, that section – section 407 of the act – also 
contained a provision allowing the Mayor to charge fees related to the cost of applying for a 
designation or renaming.  The Committee Print restores language allowing the Mayor, by 
rulemaking, to charge fees to the initiator of a proposal for official names related to Council 
consideration and Mayoral implementation of the naming. 
 
 Designating an official name for any other public space would be less stringent than 
designating an official name for a street or alley.  The Council has long used its authority under 
the Act to name other public spaces including recreation centers, parks, and other spaces.  
Designating an official name for these facilities is an important act, but one that generally is not 
as impactful as to residents residing in the vicinity of the facility to be named.  Thus, under the 
Committee Print, the naming of these other public spaces would be subject to the initiator 
submitting the legislation to designate the official name to the affected ANC for review and 
comment, and the Mayor’s providing the Council with any comments on the proposed 
designation.  This mirrors the current process required of the Mayor to send to the Surveyor any 
comments on a proposed closing of a public street or alley.  This allows input from the 
neighborhood in which the facility exists, and the Executive who would be responsible for 
management of the facility. 
 
 The least stringent review would be for the designation of a symbolic name of any public 
space, including a street or alley.  The Committee Print would require only submission by the 
initiator of a proposed designation a copy of the hearing notice to the affected ANC.  This 
mirrors the level of scrutiny the Committee has exercised in the past decade where notice and 
comment by ANCs and neighbors were generally waived for symbolic namings.  This level of 
scrutiny is appropriate given that the designation is only ceremonial in nature and not to be used 
for official purposes. 
 

 Official Name Symbolic Name 
 Street/ Alley Other Space Street/ Alley Other Space 

Notice of Hearing ✓    

Proof of Notice ✓    

Posting of Signs ✓    

Petition Neighbors ✓    

ANC Review ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
Surveyor’s Plat ✓ ✓   

Mayor’s Comment  ✓   

Fees Required ✓ ✓   
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 The Committee Print also contains more detailed processes for the Mayor to follow when 
a naming becomes effective.  The Executive, DDOT in particular, has not had consistent policies 
with respect to what happens after a designation is made.  For example, a sign for a symbolic 
naming is hung only when requested.  More importantly, when a street or alley is to be given a 
name that is to be used for official purposes, including mail delivery, way-finding, or emergency 
services, there is no process to effectuate the name change.  According to testimony at the 
hearing on Bill 21-614, the process is ad hoc.   
 
 Upon the designation of an official name for a street or alley, under the Committee Print, 
the Mayor must update relevant District records to reflect the name, notify the United States 
Postal Service and other relevant agencies and private sector entities.  In addition, the Mayor is 
directed to install the signage, and retain at least one sign bearing the previous name of the street 
or alley for transfer to the Archives.  Upon the designation of a symbolic name for any public 
space, the Mayor may install signage denoting the area of the designation.  When the symbolic 
name is for a street or alley, the signage must be distinct from regular street signs to clarify the 
ceremonial nature of the sign. 
 
 As introduced, the bill would have required the Surveyor of the District of Columbia to 
maintain an inventory of the official names and symbolic names of all public spaces in the 
District, in addition to the Surveyor’s inventory of plats of land designated as streets, avenues 
and alleys.  Instead, the Committee Print requires that for any designation of an official name, a 
plat must be provided to the Council and recorded upon the effect of the naming. 
 
 The Committee believes that the Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 2016 will 
provide much needed clarity to the process of naming public spaces in the District, streets and 
alleys in particular.  The bill lays out a framework for the Council to more rationally consider 
requests for namings and lays out a process that requires public engagement for the most 
important namings.  The Committee therefore recommends approval of Bill 21-614 as reflected 
in the Committee Print. 
 

  
I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  

 
February 16, 2016 Bill 21-614, “Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 2016” is 

introduced by Chairman Mendelson. 

February 19, 2016 Notice of Intent to Act on Bill 21-614 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register. 

March 4, 2016 Notice of a Public Hearing on Bill 21-614 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register. 

March 22, 2016 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on Bill 21-614. 

June 7, 2016 The Committee of the Whole marks-up Bill 21-614. 
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I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
  
 Matthew Marcou, Associate Director for Public Space Regulation Administration, 
testified on behalf of the Executive.  He was accompanied by Roland Dreist, Surveyor of the 
District of Columbia, to answer technical questions.  Mr. Marcou testified of the Executive’s 
support of the general intention of the legislation – to provide an improved process and 
additional clarity for the public participating in the renaming process – in addition to specific 
recommendations on changes in language in the legislation, which were largely incorporated in 
the Committee Print. 
 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
  

 The Committee received no comments from Advisory Neighborhood Commissions. 
 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on Bill 21-614 on Tuesday, March 22, 
2016.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing.  Copies of written testimony are 
attached to this report. 

 
 Matthew Marcou, Associate Director of Public Space Regulation Administration, 
District Department of Transportation, testified on behalf of the Executive.  His testimony is 
summarized in section III above. 

 Roland Driest, Surveyor of the District of Columbia, responded to technical questions 
by the Committee. 

 The Committee received no other testimony or comments in opposition to Bill 21-614. 
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
  

Bill 21-614 amends The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 
1982, effective March 10, 1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-202.01 et seq.), to 
amend rules regarding names for alleys and symbolic names for public spaces, repeals certain 
sections related to the process for naming, and establishes a new Part C containing new processes 
for designating official and symbolic names for streets, alleys, and other public spaces. 

 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 

The attached June 5, 2016 fiscal impact statement from the District’s Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO) states that funds are sufficient in the FY 2016 through FY 2019 budget and 
financial plan to implement Bill 21-614. 
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V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  

Section 1   States the short title of Bill 21-614. 

Section 2  Clarifies that notary fees established by the Mayor by rule may not be less 
than the fees established by statute, and raises the statutory fee to $5. 

Section 4  Adopts the Fiscal Impact Statement.  

Section 5  Establishes the effective date by stating the standard 30-day Congressional 
   review  language.  
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 

On June 21, 2016, the Committee met to consider Bill 21-614, the “Public Space Naming 
Amendment Act of 2016.”  The meeting was called to order at XXX a.m., and Bill 21-614 was 
item IV-A on the agenda.  After ascertaining a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and 
Councilmembers Alexander, Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Grosso, Orange, May, McDuffie, 
Nadeau, Silverman, and Todd present), Chairman Mendelson moved the print with leave for staff 
to make technical and conforming changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the vote on the 
print was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Alexander, Allen, Bonds, 
Cheh, Evans, Grosso, Orange, May, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, and Todd voting aye).  The 
Chairman then moved the report with leave for staff to make technical, conforming, and editorial 
changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the vote on the report was unanimous (Chairman 
Mendelson and Councilmembers Alexander, Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Orange, Grosso May, 
McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, and Todd voting aye).  The meeting adjourned at XX:XX a.m. 

 
X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  

 
1. Bill 21-614 as introduced. 

2. Written Testimony. 

3. Fiscal Impact Statement for Bill 21-614. 

4. Legal Sufficiency Determination for Bill 21-614. 

5. Comparative Print for Bill 21-614. 

6. Committee Print for Bill 21-614. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: The Honorable Phil Mendelson 
 Chairman, Council of the District of Columbia 
 
FROM: Jeffrey S. DeWitt 
 Chief Financial Officer 
  
DATE:   June 7, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Fiscal Impact Statement – Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 

2016 
   
REFERENCE: Bill 21-614, Draft Committee Print as shared with the Office of Revenue 

Analysis on May 24, 2016 
 

   
Conclusion  
 
Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2016 and the proposed fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 
2020 budget and financial plan to implement the bill.  
 
Background 
 
The District Council can consider legislation to officially name a street, alley, or other public space. 
An official name can become a part of the official address for the abutting properties.  The Council 
can also consider symbolic names, which are ceremonial, and do not alter the official addresses.  
Both types of proposals require a public hearing.  
 
The bill establishes separate legislative and administrative processes for official and symbolic 
naming proposals.   
 
If the Council of the District of Columbia considers an official naming of a street, alley, or other 
public space, the initiator—the person or the group requesting the name—must notify in writing 
and through posted signs the affected public of the date, time, and place of the public hearing on the 
proposal.  Specifically, the initiator must notify residents and owners of all property along the street 
or the alley to be named.1 The initiator must also provide the affected Advisory Neighborhood 

                                                 
1 This must take place between 15 and 60 days prior to the hearing date.  This does not apply to the naming of 
other public space (public space other than a street or alley).   
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Commissions with a copy of the bill.2  All affected government agencies must submit comments for 
the hearing, and the Surveyor’s Office must submit any relevant documents.  
 
An initiator can ask the Council to consider a legislative proposal for an official naming for an alley 
if the alley is the only or the primary access point to the abutting properties.  The official name for 
an alley must contain the designator “Alley” or “Court.” 
 
For a symbolic naming proposal, the initiator is required to notify all affected Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissions of the public hearing. The bill restricts the designators in symbolic 
names of a street or alley to “Way” or “Plaza” only.   
 
If the Council enacts an official naming legislation, the Mayor must update all way-finding or 
address records,3 notify the United States Postal Service when a street receives an official name, 
and install the proper signage designating the naming. The Mayor should install signs for a symbolic 
naming that are different and distinct official street and alley signs.   
 
The bill’s requirements do not apply to a street, alley, or other public space naming that occurred 
before the bill was passed.4   
 
Financial Plan Impact 
 
Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2016 and the proposed fiscal year 2017 through fiscal year 
2020 budget and financial plan to implement the bill.  The agencies involved, such as the District 
Department of Transportation and the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, can absorb 
any costs associated with the bill within existing resources.   
 

                                                 
2 At least 30 days for a street, alley, or public space naming.   
3 Including Fire and Emergency Services records, Homeland Security and Emergency Management records, 
and District maps.   
4 The exception is for the replacement of symbolic street name signs.  Those should now be a different and 
distinct from official street signs.   
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District of Columbia Official Code 
Division I. Government of District 

Title 9. Transportation Systems 
Subtitle I. Highways, Bridges, Streets, and Alleys 

Chapter 2. Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures. 
 

Unit A. Street and Alley Closings. 

* * * 

Subchapter I. Definitions. 

§ 9-201.01. Definitions. 

 For purposes of this chapter the term: 

  (1) “Alley” means any public alley, as recorded in the records of the Office of the 

Surveyor, from its intersection with a street or another alley to its next intersection with a street 

or alley, or where it dead-ends. 

  (2) “Council” means the Council of the District of Columbia. 

  (2A) “DDOT” means the District Department of Transportation. 

  (3) “District” means the District of Columbia government. 

  (4) “Highway plan” means the plan of the permanent system of highways 

developed pursuant to § 9-103.01 et seq. 

  (5) “Mayor” means the Mayor of the District of Columbia, or the Mayor’s 

designated representative. 

  (5A) “Official Name” means the legal designation of an alley or a street for 

mailing address and other purposes. 
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  (5B) “Other Public Space” means a public space other thana street or alley. 

  (6) “Owner” means the owner(s) of record as shown on the records in the 

Department of Finance and Revenue. 

  (7) “Street” means any public right-of-way, recorded as a street, road, or highway 

in the records of the Office of the Surveyor. 

  (8) “Surveyor” means the Surveyor of the District of Columbia. 

  (9) “Symbolic name” means a name given to a street, alley, or public space 

that is ceremonial in nature and subordinate to an official name. 

* * * 

Subchapter IV. Public Space Names and Commemorative Works.  

Part A. Naming of Public Space. 

 

§ 9-204.01. Scope of Council’s authority. 

  Any proposed designation or change of the name of any public space or commemorative 

work on public space in the District of Columbia shall require approval by the Mayor and the 

Council as follows: 

  (1) The Mayor may submit a resolution to the Council proposing a designation, 

change of name, or commemorative work for the Council’s approval. 

  (2) A Council member may introduce an act proposing a designation, change of 

name, or commemorative work. 

  (3) In accordance with paragraph (4) of this subsection, the Council may approve 

legislation submitted pursuant to paragraphs (1) or (2) of this subsection following a public 

hearing held by the Council and in accordance with the criteria set forth in this subchapter. 
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  (4) For commemorative works, the criteria set forth in part B of this subchapter 

shall be met prior to Council approval. 

  (5)  For public space names, including the names of streets and alleys, the 

criteria set forth in Part C of this title shall be met prior to Council approval. 

  (6)  Any designation or change of name of any street, alley, or other public 

space made prior to the effective date of the Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 2016 

shall not be affected by any of the requirements of such act. 

  (7)  This act shall not apply to any public space, street, alley, or 

commemorative work not under the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia. 

 

 § 9-204.02. System of designations. 

 In naming any street or circle the following system shall be adhered to: 

  (1) The broad diagonal highways shall be designated as avenues, and shall be 

named after states and territories of the United States. 

  (2) Streets running north and south shall be designated with numbers 

consecutively in each direction from the meridian of the United States Capitol. Any street not in 

exact alignment with those streets to its north and south shall be given the same designation as 

the street which is most nearly in line with its alignment. 

  (3) Streets running east and west shall be designated with the letters of the 

alphabet until these letters are exhausted. Beyond this they shall have names of 1 syllable, then 

names of 2 and 3 syllables, all arranged in alphabetical order. Any street not in exact alignment 

with those streets to its east and west shall be given the same designation as the street most 

nearly in line with its alignment. 
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  (4) Streets which do not form an essential part of the rectangular system of streets 

shall be designated as roads, drives, or places and shall be named after a prominent local feature 

in their vicinity, or by such other distinguishing designation as the Council may determine to be 

appropriate. 

  (5) Circles shall be named after distinguished persons who have been prominent 

in the service of this country. 

 

§ 9-204.03. Alleys. 

 The Council shall not name any alley in the District of Columbia except when the 

alley provides the only access to a residential or commercial property, and except when the 

Council designates a symbolic name for the alley pursuant to § 9-204.03a. 

 (a) An alley shall not be designated with an official name except where an alley 

provides the only access or the primary access to a residential or commercial property. 

 (b) The designation of an alley with an official name or symbolic name shall not 

constitute a change to the status of an alley as an alley, and shall not authorize the addition 

of any District services to the alley or structures abutting the alley.   

 (c) An official name of an alley shall contain the suffix Alley or Court. 

 

§ 9-204.03a. Symbolic names. 

 (a) The Council may designate a symbolic name for any street, alley, or other public 

space, which shall be in addition to and subordinate to any name that is the mailing address for 

the public space, and which shall conform with the requirements of this chapter pertaining 

to the naming of public spaces the official name.  
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 (b) A symbolic designation shall not duplicate any name which includes the following 

words within its name: “Avenue”, “Street”, “Road”, “Drive”, “Place”, “Circle”, or “Alley”. 

 (c) A symbolic name of a street or alley shall contain only the suffix Way or Plaza. 

 

§ 9-204.04. Duplicative names prohibited. 

 No public space in the District of Columbia shall be given the same name as that given 

another public space in the District. 

 

§ 9-204.05. Use of living persons’ names prohibited; use of deceased persons’ names 

restricted. 

 Except as provided in § 9-204.10, no public space in the District shall be named in honor 

of any living person, or in honor of any person who has been deceased less than 2 years, unless 

the deceased person was a President or Vice President of the United States, a United States 

Senator or Representative, a Mayor of the District of Columbia, or a member of the Council of 

the District of Columbia. 

 

§ 9-204.06. Extent of name to be used; use on street signs. 

 The Council shall use the person’s given name as well as the person’s surname in 

naming a public space in the District of Columbia in honor of a person. If the full name 

exceeds 21 characters a meaningful part of the name may be used on the street signs. 

 

§ 9-204.07. Submission of bill to involved advisory neighborhood commission. 

 (a) The initiator of a proposal to name or rename a public space shall: 
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  (1) Submit a petition to the Council in support of the proposal which is 

signed by a majority of owners of property abutting the public space to be named or 

renamed, prior to Council adoption of a bill to designate the naming or renaming; and 

  (2) Pay fees to the District government, which shall be established by the 

Mayor by rulemaking, for all costs associated with the consideration of the proposal by the 

Council and the Mayor, if the proposal is enacted, all costs associated with the 

implementation of the proposal by the District government, including, but not limited to, 

the costs of installing and maintaining signs which designate the name of the public space. 

 (b) Prior to consideration by a committee of the Council of a bill to name or rename 

a public space, the Mayor shall provide the Council with the following: 

  (1) A surveyor’s plat showing the public space to be named or renamed, the 

square in or adjacent to which the public space is located, and the abutting square of the 

affected area; 

  (2) A report on the number of mailing addresses affected by the proposal, the 

number of signs required to implement the proposal, and the fiscal impact of considering 

and implementing the proposal; and 

  (3) A report to the Council that all abutting property owners have been 

notified of the proposed symbolic name designation. 

  (c) Not less than 30 days prior to Council consideration of a bill to name or 

rename a public space in the District of Columbia, the Council shall submit a copy of the 

bill for review and comment to each Advisory Neighborhood Commission in which the 

public space is located. 
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§ 9-204.08. Proposal to name or rename to be submitted to affected property owners. 

 The person or persons who initiate a proposal to name or rename a street or alley in 

the District of Columbia shall submit in writing a copy of the proposal to each owner of 

property abutting the affected street or alley. 

 

§ 9-204.09. Rights of certain boards preserved. 

 Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the Board of Education, the Board of Library 

Trustees, or the Board of Trustees of the University of the District of Columbia from naming or 

renaming the public buildings or spaces under their respective jurisdictions. 

 

§ 9-204.10. Naming of sponsored recreation facilities. 

 (a) Notwithstanding § 9-204.01, the Mayor may name in honor of a person a Department 

of Parks and Recreation athletic field that is adopted or sponsored pursuant to § 10-304; 

provided, that: 

  (1) The naming is detailed in an agreement between the Mayor and the entity 

adopting or sponsoring the field; 

  (2) The agreement requires the financial adoption or sponsorship of the field; 

  (3) The name is that of a current or former professional sports player who may be 

living or deceased less than 2 years; and 

  (4) The naming is not permanent. 

 (b) The District may display the logo of an entity sponsoring or adopting a field on 

signage at the field; provided, that the display of the logo be less prominent than the name of the 
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person for whom the field is named, and that the display be consistent with the terms of the 

agreement required by subsection (a)(1) of this section. 

* * * 

 

Part B. Commemorative Works. 

* * * 

Part C.  Streets, alleys, and other public spaces 

Sec. 421. Designation of official names of streets and alleys. 

 (a)  Any designation of a street or alley with an official name shall meet the 

requirements of sections 402 and 403 of this Act. 

 (b)  At least 15 days and no more than 60 days prior to the date of any public 

hearing to consider legislation to designate an official name of a street or alley, the initiator 

of the proposal shall: 

  (1) Give written notice of the date, time, and location of the public hearing to 

all of the residents and owners of all the property which abuts that portion of the street or 

alley proposed to be designated with an official name; and 

  (2) Post a sign which indicates the date, time, and location of the public 

hearing at each end of the block(s) of the street or alley proposed to be designated, or at 

each entrance from a street to any alley in the square. 

 (c)  The Mayor shall make available the signs to be posted pursuant to subsection 

(c). 

 (d)  At least 30 days prior to the date of any public hearing to consider a legislation 

to designate an official name of a street or alley, the initiator of the proposal shall submit a 
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copy of the legislation for review and comment to each Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission in which the street or alley is located. 

 (e)  The initiator of a proposal shall certify to the Council that the notice required in 

subsection (c) or (d) of this section has been given.  A post office receipt of proof of mailing 

of the notice to the residents’ or property owners’ last known address and a photograph of 

each posted sign shall be sufficient proof that the required notice was given. 

 (f)  At least 15 days prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to 

designate an official name for a street or alley, the initiator of the proposal shall submit a 

petition to the Council in support of the proposal which is signed by a majority of residents 

and owners of all the property which abuts that portion of the street or alley proposed to be 

designated with an official name. 

 (g) Prior to consideration by a Committee of the Council of a bill to designate an 

official name for a street or alley, the Mayor shall provide the Council with a surveyor’s 

plat showing the portion of the street or alley to be designated, the square in or adjacent to 

which the street or alley is located, and the any squares abutting the affected area. 

 (h) The Mayor may, by rulemaking, establish fees to be paid by the initiator of a 

proposal to designate an official name of a street or alley, to recoup costs associated with 

the requirements of this section for consideration of the proposal by the Council or the 

implementation of the proposal by the Mayor. 

 

Sec. 422. Designation of official names for other public spaces 

 (a)  At least 30 days prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to 

designate an official name for a public space other than a street or alley, the initiator of the 
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proposal shall submit a copy of the legislation for review and comment to each Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission in which the public space is located. 

 (b)  Prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to designate an 

official name for a public space other than a street or alley, the Mayor shall provide the 

Council with comments on the proposed designation submitted by any District agencies 

with jurisdiction over the public space to be designated. 

 (c) Prior to consideration by a Committee of the Council of a bill to designate an 

official name for a public space other than a street or alley, the Mayor shall provide the 

Council with a surveyor’s plat showing the portion of the public space to be designated, the 

square in or adjacent to which the public space is located, and the any squares abutting the 

affected area. 

 (d) The Mayor may, by rulemaking, establish fees to be paid by the initiator of a 

proposal to designate an official name of a public space to recoup costs associated with the 

requirements of this section for consideration of the proposal by the Council or the 

implementation of the proposal by the Mayor 

 

Sec. 423. Designation of symbolic names for public spaces, streets, and alleys. 

 (a)  Any designation of a street or alley with a symbolic name shall meet the 

requirements of section 403a of this Act. 

 (b)  Prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to designate a 

symbolic name for a street, alley, or other public space, the initiator of the proposal shall 

provide notice of the hearing to any Advisory Neighborhood Commission in which the 

street, alley, or other public space is located. 
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Sec. 424. Implementation of Public Space, Street, and Alley Names 

 (a)  Following the effective date of an act to designate an official name of a street or 

alley, the Mayor shall: 

  (1) Update relevant records of the District of Columbia to reflect the name of 

the street or alley, including: 

   (A)  Fire and Emergency Services records; 

   (B)  Homeland Security and Emergency Management records; 

   (C)  District of Columbia maps; and 

   (D)  Any other record of the District of Columbia used for way-

finding or address purposes. 

  (2) Notify the United States Postal Service, other relevant government 

agencies, and relevant private sector entities of the official name of the street or alley; and 

  (3)  Install signage indicating the official name of the street or alley using 

procedures established by DDOT, and remove any signs with a previous name.  At least 

one sign bearing the previous name of the street or alley shall be transferred to the 

Archives of the District of Columbia. 

 (b) Following the effective date of an act to designate an official name of a public 

space other than a street or alley, the Mayor may install signage denoting the public space 

name.  Such sign shall conform to the policies of the agency with jurisdiction over the 

public space. 

 (c) Following the effective date of an act to designate an official name of a street, 

alley, or other public space, the Surveyor of the District of Columbia shall record a copy of 

such act and the Surveyor’s plat in the Office of the Surveyor. 
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 (d)(1)  When legislation to designate a symbolic name for a street, alley, or other 

public space becomes effective, the Mayor may install signage denoting the area of the 

designation.      

  (2)  The design of signage for symbolic names of streets and alleys shall be 

uniform and distinct from the design used for signage for official names, except for those 

signs installed before enactment of this Act. 

  (3)  Any replacement sign for a symbolic name of a street or alley shall 

comply with paragraph 2 of this subsection. 
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DRAFT COMMITTEE PRINT 1 
Committee of the Whole 2 
June 21, 2016 3 

 4 
 5 
 6 

 7 
 8 

A BILL 9 
 10 
 11 

Bill 21-112 12 
 13 
 14 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 15 
 16 

______________ 17 
 18 

 19 
To repeal certain portions of the Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 20 

1982 and establish new procedures to designate an official name or a symbolic name for 21 
a street, alley, or other public space.  22 

 23 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 24 

act may be cited as the “Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 2016”. 25 

 Sec. 2. Naming of streets, alleys, and other public spaces. 26 

 The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 27 

10, 1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-202.01 et seq.) is amended as follows: 28 

  (1)  Sec 201 is amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 29 

  “(5A) “Official Name” means the legal designation of an alley or a street for 30 

mailing address and other official purposes. 31 

  “(5B) “Other Public Space” means a public space other than a street or alley. 32 

  “(9) “Symbolic name” means a name given to a street, alley, or public space that 33 

is ceremonial in nature. 34 
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  (2)  Section 401 is amended by adding new paragraphs (5), (6), and (7) to read as 35 

follows: 36 

  “(5)  For public space names, including the names of streets and alleys, the 37 

criteria set forth in Part C of this title shall be met prior to Council approval. 38 

  “(6)  Any designation or change of name of any street, alley, or other public space 39 

made prior to the effective date of the Public Space Naming Amendment Act of 2016 shall not 40 

be affected by any of the requirements of such act. 41 

  “(7)  This act shall not apply to any public space, street, alley, or commemorative 42 

work not under the jurisdiction of the District of Columbia. 43 

  (3)  Section 403 is amended to read as follows: 44 

 “(a) An alley shall not be designated with an official name except where an alley 45 

provides the only access or the primary access to a residential or commercial property. 46 

 “(b) The designation of an alley with an official name or symbolic name shall not 47 

constitute a change to the status of an alley as an alley, and shall not authorize the addition of any 48 

District services to the alley or structures abutting the alley.   49 

 “(c) An official name of an alley shall contain the suffix Alley or Court.” 50 

  (4) Section 403a is amended to read as follows: 51 

 “(a) The Council may designate a symbolic name for any street, alley or other public 52 

space, which shall be in addition to and subordinate to any name that is the official name. 53 

 “(b) A symbolic name shall not duplicate any name which includes the following words 54 

within its name: “Avenue”, “Street”, "Road”, “Drive”, “Place”, “Circle”, or “Alley” 55 

 “(c) A symbolic name of a street or alley shall contain only the suffix Way or Plaza.” 56 

  (5) Sections 406, 407, and 408 are repealed. 57 
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  (6)  Section 409 is amended by striking the phrase “the Board of Education, ”. 58 

  (7)  A new Part C is added to read as follows: 59 

 “Part C.  Streets, alleys, and other public spaces 60 

 “Sec. 421. Designation of official names of streets and alleys. 61 

 “(a)  Any designation of a street or alley with an official name shall meet the 62 

requirements of sections 402 and 403 of this Act. 63 

 “(b)  At least 15 days and no more than 60 days prior to the date of any public hearing to 64 

consider legislation to designate an official name of a street or alley, the initiator of the proposal 65 

shall: 66 

  “(1) Give written notice of the date, time, and location of the public hearing to all 67 

of the residents and owners of all the property which abuts that portion of the street or alley 68 

proposed to be designated with an official name; and 69 

  “(2) Post a sign which indicates the date, time, and location of the public hearing 70 

at each end of the block(s) of the street or alley proposed to be designated, or at each entrance 71 

from a street to any alley in the square. 72 

 “(c)  The Mayor shall make available the signs to be posted pursuant to subsection (c).  73 

 “(d)  At least 30 days prior to the date of any public hearing to consider a legislation to 74 

designate an official name of a street or alley, the initiator of the proposal shall submit a copy of 75 

the legislation for review and comment to each Advisory Neighborhood Commission in which 76 

the street or alley is located. 77 

 “(e)  The initiator of a proposal shall certify to the Council that the notice required in 78 

subsection (c) or (d) of this section has been given.  A post office receipt of proof of mailing of 79 
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the notice to the residents’ or property owners’ last known address and a photograph of each 80 

posted sign shall be sufficient proof that the required notice was given. 81 

 “(f)  At least 15 days prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to 82 

designate an official name for a street or alley, the initiator of the proposal shall submit a petition 83 

to the Council in support of the proposal which is signed by a majority of residents and owners 84 

of all the property which abuts that portion of the street or alley proposed to be designated with 85 

an official name. 86 

 “(g) Prior to consideration by a Committee of the Council of a bill to designate an official 87 

name for a street or alley, the Mayor shall provide the Council with a surveyor’s plat showing the 88 

portion of the street or alley to be designated, the square in or adjacent to which the street or 89 

alley is located, and the any squares abutting the affected area. 90 

 “(i) The Mayor may, by rulemaking, establish fees to be paid by the initiator of a 91 

proposal to designate an official name of a street or alley, to recoup costs associated with the 92 

requirements of this section for consideration of the proposal by the Council or the 93 

implementation of the proposal by the Mayor. 94 

 “Sec. 422. Designation of official names for other public spaces 95 

 “(a)  At least 30 days prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to 96 

designate an official name for a public space other than a street or alley, the initiator of the 97 

proposal shall submit a copy of the legislation for review and comment to each Advisory 98 

Neighborhood Commission in which the public space is located. 99 

 “(b)  Prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to designate an official 100 

name for a public space other than a street or alley, the Mayor shall provide the Council with 101 
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comments on the proposed designation submitted by any District agencies with jurisdiction over 102 

the public space to be designated. 103 

 “(c) Prior to consideration by a Committee of the Council of a bill to designate an official 104 

name for a public space other than a street or alley, the Mayor shall provide the Council with a 105 

surveyor’s plat showing the portion of the public space to be designated, the square in or 106 

adjacent to which the public space is located, and the any squares abutting the affected area. 107 

 “(d) The Mayor may, by rulemaking, establish fees to be paid by the initiator of a 108 

proposal to designate an official name of a public space to recoup costs associated with the 109 

requirements of this section for consideration of the proposal by the Council or the 110 

implementation of the proposal by the Mayor 111 

 “Sec. 423. Designation of symbolic names for public spaces, streets, and alleys. 112 

 “(a)  Any designation of a street or alley with a symbolic name shall meet the 113 

requirements of section 403a of this Act. 114 

 “(b)  Prior to the date of any public hearing to consider legislation to designate a 115 

symbolic name for a street, alley, or other public space, the initiator of the proposal shall provide 116 

notice of the hearing to any Advisory Neighborhood Commission in which the street, alley, or 117 

other public space is located. 118 

 “Sec. 424. Implementation of Public Space, Street, and Alley Names 119 

 “(a)  Following the effective date of an act to designate an official name of a street or 120 

alley, the Mayor shall: 121 

  “(1) Update relevant records of the District of Columbia to reflect the name of the 122 

street or alley, including: 123 

   “(A)  Fire and Emergency Services records; 124 
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   “(B)  Homeland Security and Emergency Management records; 125 

   “(C)  District of Columbia maps; and 126 

   “(D)  Any other record of the District of Columbia used for way-finding or 127 

address purposes. 128 

  “(2) Notify the United States Postal Service, other relevant government agencies, 129 

and relevant private sector entities of the official name of the street or alley; and 130 

  “(3)  Install signage indicating the official name of the street or alley using 131 

procedures established by DDOT, and remove any signs with a previous name.  At least one sign 132 

bearing the previous name of the street or alley shall be transferred to the Archives of the District 133 

of Columbia. 134 

 “(b) Following the effective date of an act to designate an official name of a public space 135 

other than a street or alley, the Mayor may install signage denoting the public space name.  Such 136 

sign shall conform to the policies of the agency with jurisdiction over the public space. 137 

 “(c) Following the effective date of an act to designate an official name of a street, alley, 138 

or other public space, the Surveyor of the District of Columbia shall record a copy of such act 139 

and the Surveyor’s plat in the Office of the Surveyor. 140 

 “(d)(1)  When legislation to designate a symbolic name for a street, alley, or other public 141 

space becomes effective, the Mayor may install signage denoting the area of the designation.   142 

  “(2)  The design of signage for symbolic names of streets and alleys shall be 143 

uniform and distinct from the design used for signage for official names, except for those signs 144 

installed before enactment of this Act. 145 

  “(3)  Any replacement sign for a symbolic name of a street or alley shall comply 146 

with paragraph 2 of this subsection.” 147 
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 Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement. 148 

 The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal 149 

impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, 150 

approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).    151 

 Sec. 4.  Effective date. 152 

 This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the 153 

mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as 154 

provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 155 

24, 1973, (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of 156 

Columbia Register. 157 
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