
C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  D I S T R I C T  O F  C O L U M B I A  
C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  
C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20004        DRAFT                                         
 

 
TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole 
 
DATE: April 5, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Report on Bill 21-446, “Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629, 

Act of 2016” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which Bill 21-446, the “Closing of a Public Alley in 
Square 342, S.O. 14-21629, Act of 2015” was referred, reports favorably thereon with technical 
changes, and recommends approval by the Council.1 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  
 

On October 20, 2015, Bill 21-446, the “Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-
21629, Act of 2016” was introduced by Councilmember Evans.  Bill 21-446 would order the 
closing of a portion of a public alley system in Square 342, bounded by Massachusetts Avenue to 
the north, 10th Street to the east, K Street to the south, and 11th Street to the west, in Northwest 
Washington, D.C., in Ward 2.  The applicant is Jemal’s Bulldog LLC (the “Applicant”).  The 
purpose of the closing of this alley is to facilitate the development of a new hotel.  

 
 
 

1 The Committee modified the title of Bill 21-446 to reflect the current year.  The original title of the bill was the 
“Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629, Act of 2015.” 
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Legal Background 
 

The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 
1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-201 et seq.) (“Act”) establishes procedures for 
closing streets and alleys, opening new streets and alleys, naming public spaces, and other 
procedures related to streets and alleys.  The Act authorizes the Council to close all or part of a 
street or alley, and establishes one standard for reviewing a street or alley closing application: 
whether the street or alley is determined by the Council to be needed for street or alley purposes.  
The Act also authorizes the Council to make approval of a street or alley closing contingent upon: 
(1) the dedication of land for street or alley purposes if the public interest would be served by such 
action; (2) the granting to the District of specific easements for public purposes; and (3) any other 
condition that the Council considers necessary.  
 
 Pursuant to the Act, street and alley closing applications are submitted to the Surveyor of 
the District of Columbia who assigns a Surveyor’s Order (S.O.) number and collects applicable 
fees.  The Surveyor requests comments from executive branch agencies and public utilities.  A plat 
is prepared and the application is forwarded through the Mayor’s Office of Policy and Legislative 
Affairs, which also solicits comments from executive branch agencies.  When these reviews are 
completed, the application is transmitted to the Council in the form of a bill from the Mayor.  
Councilmembers may also initiate action on an alley or street closing on their own by introducing 
a bill.  In such cases, the Act provides that the Council cannot consider such a bill until the required 
reviews have been completed.  Regarding Bill 21-446, all of the reviews have been completed 
without objection.  
 
 The Act establishes notice requirements for street and alley closing legislation.  The 
Council is required to publish notice of a street or alley closing in the District of Columbia Register.  
Further, the applicant is required to give written notice to all property owners abutting a block or 
alley affected by the proposed street or alley closure.  The applicant is also required to post signs 
at each end of a block or each entrance to an alley affected by the street or alley closing legislation.  
The applicant is required to give the Council certification of compliance with these requirements.  
Regarding Bill 21-446, these requirements have been met.  
 
 After the street or alley closing legislation becomes law and all conditions required by the 
Council and the Act have been satisfied, the Surveyor records a copy of the act and plat in the 
Office of the Surveyor.  Thereafter, the street or alley is deemed closed and title to the land reverts 
or vests in fee simple to the abutting record owners as shown on the plat.  The land becomes subject 
to tax and zoning laws in the same manner as the abutting land.  The right of the public to use the 
street or alley typically ceases, and any proprietary interest of the United States or the District of 
Columbia in the street or alley ceases.  If a closing plat shows an easement or dedication of land 
for public purposes, the land encompassed by the easement or dedication becomes available for 
the specified public purposes.  
 

The Development Project 
 

 The proposed development site is located in Square 342, which is one block from the 
Convention Center, in the Mt. Vernon neighborhood.  Lots 53 and 809 on the square are currently 
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improved with two four-story 19th century buildings.  Lots 4 and 5 contain a surface parking lot.  
Directly across the street from the property to the west and south are high density mixed-use 
commercial buildings.  Adjacent to the property to the north, on Lot 810, is the Hostelling 
International Washington DC building and a mixed-use residential building.  To the east are office 
buildings.   
 
 The portion of the alley system proposed to be closed is located in the southern portion of 
the square and runs north-south for a length of approximately 67 feet and is three feet wide.  The 
Applicant is the owner of lots 4, 5, 53, and 809 and plans to consolidate these lots in order to 
construct a new 13-story hotel containing approximately 200 rooms, plus retail, service, and 
restaurant uses.  The Applicant plans to renovate and incorporate the two existing historic buildings 
into the design of the project, as well as build a new, connected tower with ground floor retail to 
the east.  The Board of Zoning Adjustment has granted variances and a special exception to the 
Applicant for the project.  
 
 The Applicant will not offer an easement over the closed alley.  The hotel will be 
constructed over top of the alley, making continued access impossible.  However, the alley system 
in the square also includes a 12-foot wide through-block public alley running east-west, as well as 
an 11-foot wide north-south public alley.  Neither of these alleys will be impacted by the 
Applicant’s development.  Moreover, the alley proposed to be closed does not connect to the rest 
of the alley system and does not provide access to parking or loading for any adjacent properties.   
 
 There are no objections on the record.  However, the following agency conditions must be 
met: 
 

1. If the alley appears to provide overland storm water relief, the applicant must provide 
surface drainage to portions of the alley not closed (DC Water). 
 

2. No existing FD connections and fire hydrants can be obstructed/blocked in any way that 
will prevent emergency access (FEMS). 
 

3. Fire access to the adjacent properties, lots, and squares is not compromised and is 
maintained in accordance with Chapter 5, Fire Services Features, and Section 503 “Fire 
Apparatus Access Roads” in the 2012 International Fire Code (FEMS). 

 
The Applicant is Jemal’s Bulldog LLC, a District of Columbia limited liability company.  

The members are Douglas Jemal, Norman Jemal, and Matthew Jemal.  These individuals have 
collectively contributed to the following District election campaigns since 2012: (1) Re-elect 
Orange 2012; (2) Barry for Ward 8; (3) Muriel Bowser for Mayor; (4) Jack Evans for Mayor; (5) 
Tommy Wells for Mayor; (6) Orange for Mayor; (7) Committee to Elect Andy Shallal; (8) Brianne 
for DC; (9) Catania for Mayor; (10) Smitty for Attorney General; (11) Karl Racine for Attorney 
General; (12) LaRuby May for 2015; and (13) Re-elect Orange 2016.  In addition, Douglas 
Development is a development partner.  Douglas Development contributed to the following 
District election campaigns since 2012: (1) Shapiro 2012; (2) Charles Allen for Ward 6; (3) Kathy 
Henderson for Ward 5 in 2014; (4) Orange for Mayor; (5) Kenyan McDuffie 2014; (6) Brian Hart 
for DC; (7) Robert White at Large; (8) Brandon Todd for Ward 4; (9) Barry for Council; (10) 
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David Garber for DC Council; (11) Committee to Re-elect Yvette Alexander 2016; and (12) Re-
elect Orange 2016. 

 
The Committee received no testimony in opposition to Bill 21-446.  The proposed closing 

is integral to the redevelopment of the southwest quadrant of the square.  It would preserve portions 
of attractive 19th century buildings that have been vacant and deteriorating for more than a decade 
and would replace a surface parking lot with a new building and street-activating ground retail.2  
Therefore, the Committee recommends approval of Bill 21-446. 
  
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  
 
Oct. 20, 2015 Bill 21-446, the “Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629, 

Act of 2015” is introduced by Councilmember Evans. 

Nov. 3, 2015 Bill 21-446 is “read” at a legislative meeting; on this date the referral of the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole is official. 

Nov. 6, 2015 Notice of Intent to Act on Bill 21-446 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register. 

 
Feb. 26, 2016 Notice of a Public Hearing on Bill 21-446 is published in the District of 

Columbia Register. 
 
Mar. 21, 2016 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on Bill 21-446. 
 
April 5, 2016 The Committee of the Whole marks-up Bill 21-446. 
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 

Roland Driest, the Surveyor for the District of Columbia, testified on behalf of the 
Executive.  Mr. Driest stated that the purpose of Bill 21-446 is to allow for the consolidation of 
Lots 4, 5, 53, and 809 and the proposed development of a new hotel on the site.  The portion of 
the alley to be closed is 201 square feet.  The land’s market value for the 2016 tax year is $1,040 
per square foot, for a total value of $209,040.  He further advised that no Executive branch agencies 
or utility companies had objections to the closing.  No retail tenants will be displaced as a result 
of the closing.   
 
 

2 Memorandum from Jennifer Steingasser, Deputy Director, Development Review & Historic Preservation, to Roland 
F. Driest, Jr., L.S., D.C. Surveyor regarding S.O. 14-21629 Proposed Closings in Square 342 (May 28, 2015) p.4.  
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I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
  

 The Committee received a copy of a letter dated March 9, 2015 from the Chairman of 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2C to the Surveyor for the District, Mr. Roland 
Driest.  The letter offers the support of ANC 2C for closure of the alley.  

 
 

V .  N A T I O N A L  C A P I T A L  P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  R E V I E W  
 

Marcel C. Acosta, Executive Director of the National Capital Planning Commission 
(NCPC), in a Delegated Action of the Executive Director, provided comments to the Council 
finding that the proposed partial alley closings in Square 342 would not be inconsistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital.  The delegated action was taken on May 1, 2015. 

 
 

V I .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on several bills, including Bill 21-446, 
on Monday, March 21, 2016.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing and specific 
to Bill 21-446.  Copies of selected written testimony are attached to this report (all of the testimony 
is filed with the record for Bill 21-446). 

 
 Dennis Hughes, Holland & Knight, LLP, testified on behalf of the Applicant in favor of 
Bill 21-446.  Mr. Hughes described the location of the square and the size of the alley.  He 
presented photos of the alley in its current state.  Part of the alley is fenced in and used as patio 
space.  He also mentioned that the local ANC is in support of the alley closing.   
 

Evan Morick, Holland & Knight, LLP, testified on behalf of the Applicant in favor of Bill 
21-446.  Mr. Morick described the proposed development the Applicant plans to construct, which 
includes a 13-story hotel 130 feet in height, with approximately 200 guest rooms, a hotel lobby, 
bar, lounge/library, exercise room, and two conference rooms.  The cellar will contain a kitchen, 
storage space, and administrative and back-of-house hotel uses, including offices, mechanical 
utility rooms, a laundry room, and bathrooms.  As part of the project, the Applicant will restore 
and retain portions of the two existing buildings on the site, and incorporate them into the design 
and program of the new construction.  Douglas Development will be constructing the hotel and is 
expected to break ground by the third quarter of 2016 and to open by the fourth quarter of 2017.  
Mr. Morick expects the hotel will bring $3 million in tax revenue to the city annually.  
 
 The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to Bill 21-446. 

 
   

V I I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
  

Bill 21-446 has no impact on existing law.  The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition 
Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-201 
et seq.) (“Act”) establishes procedures for closing streets and alleys, opening new streets and 
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alleys, naming public spaces, and other procedures related to streets and alleys.  Additionally, it 
authorizes the Council to close all or part of a street or alley.  In approving Bill 21-446, the 
Committee finds that the requirements of the Act have been satisfied.3   
  

 
V I I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  

 
The attached April __, 2016 fiscal impact statement from the District’s Chief Financial 

Officer states that funds are sufficient in the FY 2016 through FY 2019 budget and financial plan 
to implement the bill.  
 
  

 
I X .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  

 
Section 1  Short title. 
 
Section 2  The Council finds the alley unnecessary for alley purposes and orders the 

alley closed contingent upon satisfaction of all conditions set forth in the 
Surveyor’s file. 

 
Section 3 Requires transmittal of the act, upon adoption, to the Office of the Surveyor 

of the District of Columbia.  
 
Section 4 Fiscal impact statement. 
 
 

X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 
 

X I .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. Bill 21-446 as introduced (omitting some attachments). 

2. Selected Written Testimony (some exhibits omitted; all testimony filed with the 
record for Bill 21-446).   

3. Surveyor’s Plat. 

4. NCPC Comments. 

5. Fiscal Impact Statement for Bill 21-446. 

6. Legal Sufficiency Determination for Bill 21-446. 

7. Committee Print for Bill 21-446. 

3 D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 9-202.01 et. seq. (2016). 
                                                 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : October 30, 2015

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Tuesday, October 20, 2015. Copies are available in Room 10,
the Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629 Act of 2015",
B21-0446

INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Evans

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services



1 
2 
3 
4 Aillll 

5 

6 
7 IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

8 
9 

10 
11 To order the closing of a publ ic alley in Square 342, bounded by Massachusetts Avenue, NW to 
12 the north, 10111 Street, NW to the east, K Street, NW to the south, and l11

h Street, NW to 
13 the west, in Ward 2. 
14 
15 BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 

16 act may be cited as the "Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629 Act of 2015." 

17 Sec. 2. Pursuant to section 404 of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved 

18 December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813, D.C. Official Code §1-204.04), and consistent with the Street 

19 and Alley Closings and Acquisitions Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 2983 (D.C. 

20 Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-201.01 et seq.), the Council finds that certain three-foot wide 

21 public alley in Square 342, in Ward 2, as shown on the Surveyor's plat fi led under S.O. 14-

22 21629, is unnecessary for alley purposes and orders it closed, with title to the land to vest as 

23 shown on the Surveyor's plat. 

24 Sec. 3. Transmittal. The Secretary to the Council shall transmit a copy of this act, upon 

25 its effective date, to the Office of the Surveyor and the Office of the Recorder of Deeds. 

26 Sec. 4. Fiscal Impact Statement. 

27 The Council adopts the fi scal ih1pact statement in the committee report as the fiscal 

28 impact statement required by Section 602(c)(3) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, 

29 approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(3)). 



1 Sec. 5. Effective Date. 

2 This act shall take effect upon its approval by the mayor (or in the event of veto by the 

3 Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as 

4 provided in section 602( c )(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 

5 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code §l-206.02(c){l)), and publication in the District of 

6 Columbia Register. 

2 



Holland & Knight 
800 17th Street, Suite 1100 I Washington, DC 20006 I T 202.955.3000 I F 202.955.5564 
Holland & Knight LLP I www.hklaw.com 

March 16, 2016 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 
Ms. Cynthia LeFevre, Legislative Counci l 
Committee of the Whole 
John A. Wilson Building 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Suite 410 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dennis R. Hughes 
(202) 419-2448 

dennis.hughes@hklaw.com 

Re: Bill 21-446, the "Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629 
Act of 2015 

Dear Ms. LeFevre: 

In advance of the March 21 public hearing scheduled by the Committee of the Whole for 
the above-referenced legislation, attached please find 15 copies of the Statement of the Applicant 
in support of the application. I will also forward to you an electronic copy of the statement. The 
statement includes a listing of our witness( es) who plan to provide testimony at the hearing. Please 
let me know if you have any questions or require any additional information. 

Very Truly Yours, 

ORH/rcf 

Enclosures 

#39826998_vl 



DEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COUNCIL 

Application of Jemal's Bulldog L.L.C. 
Owner of Property 

Closing of a Portion of a Public Al Icy in 
Square 342. S.0. I 4-2 1629 

in Square 342 Bill 21-0446 

STATEMENT OF THE APPLICANT 

l. 
Introduction 

Jemal's Bulldog LL.C. (the "Applicant") hereby requests the closing of a portion of a 

public alley system in Square 342, pursuant to D.C. Code, Section 9-202.0 1. et seq. Bill 21 -

0446. a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A, was introduced by Counci lmembcr Jack Evans to 

effectuate the proposed alley closing. The al ley proposed to be closed is a three-foot 'vVide, north-

south, dead-end alley segment in the center of Square 342 that is not connected to any other alley 

segments. The alley is not necessary for alley purposes and its closure will not disrupt the 

existing, public alley system in the Square or interfere with access to or from any development. 

Moreover. the alley closing is necessary to allow for the consolidation of Lots 4. 5. 53. and 809 

in Square 342 and the development of a new hotel building on those lots (the '·Project'} A copy 

or the alley closing plat showing the alley to be closed is attached as Exhibit B. 

11. 
Background and Proposed Development 

The proposed development site is located in Square 342. which is bounded by 

Massachusetts Avenue, NW to the north. I Q1h Street. NW to the east. K Street, NW lo the south. 

and 11 111 Street. NW to the west. The site to be developed consists of Lots 4, 5, 53. and 809 in 

Square 342, which would be subdivided wi th the portion of a publ ic alley system proposed to be 

closed. l.-0ts 4. 5, and 809 are owned by the Appl icant. Lot 53 is O\~rned by Jcmal's Bulldog II 



L.L.C. (together, Lots 4, 5, 53 and 809 and the public alley to be closed referred to herein as the 

·'Site''). The land area of the Site totals approximately 7,311 square feet. 

Lots 53 and 809 are each improved with a four-story bui lding. both of which were 

constructed circa 1880 and arc now vacant. Lots 4 and 5 are used as surface parking. The 

buildings on Lots 53 and 809 presently occupy approx imately 30% of the Si te. 

The Applicant proposes to develop the Site with a new hotel building that will be 13 

stories and 130 fee t in height, and contain approximately 69,330 square feet of gross floor area. 

The new building will have approximately 200 guest rooms. a hotel lobby, bar, lounge/library, 

exercise room, and two conference rooms. The cellar will contain a kitchen, storage space, and 

administrative and back-of-house hotel uses, including offices, mechanical utility rooms. a 

laundry room, and bathrooms. As part of the Project, the Applicant will restore and retain 

portions of the two existing bui !dings on the Site, and incorporate them into the design and 

program or the new construction. Architectural drawings of the Project are included at Exhibit 

~· 

Pursuant to Board of Zoning Adjustment ("BZA") Order No. 19020-A, dated July 28, 

2015, and effective on January 29, 2016, the BZA approved an appli cation for zoning relier 

submitted by the Applicant to construct the Project. The BZA granted variances rrom the court, 

park ing, and loading requirements of the Zoning Regulations, and special exception relief lhm1 

the rear yard requirements. A copy of BZA Order No. 19020-A is attached as Exhibit D. 

In order to permit the proposed Project to move forward , the dead-end alley segment 

must be closed. The alley has not been in active use !'or severn l years and is far too narrow to 

accommodate vehicular traffic. It runs in a norllMouth orientation between Lots 53 and 810 to its 

west and Lot 5 to its east and contains approx imately 201 square lc ct of land area (approx imatel y 

2 
::39194-14 5 v.3 



3 feet wide by 67 feet long). which is less than 3% or the total land area of the Site. The al ley 

closing is necessary lo allow development of the Project on a consolidated lot that incorporates 

Lots 4. 5, 53, 809, and the public alley. · 

II I. 
Review bv District Agencies and Utili ties 

The proposed alley closing has been reviewed in detrul by the potentially affected District 

of Columbia agencies and public utilities. These agencies and uti lity companies have all stated 

no objection to the proposed alley closing application (see Exhibits E through n. Jn its report 

dated May 28, 20 15, the Office of Planning indicated that it had no objection to the application 

(Exhibit E). In its repo11 dated February 26. 2015, DDOT indicated no objection to the request 

and stated that the alley is .. unimproved and does not connect to the ex isting improved alley 

system in the subject square'· (Exhibit F). 

Based on the above-mentioned recommendations of the District agencies and utility 

companies, the Applicant submits that the proposed alley closing wil l have no adverse impact on 

the present transpo11ation conditions within the surrounding areas. 

IV. 
Community Support 

The Applicant has worked closely wi th the community and the affected Advisory 

Neighborhood Commissions ("ANC") 2C lo review the proposed all ey dosing. At its duly 

noticed and regularly scheduled meeting of March 9 , 20 15. ANC 2C voted unanimously (3-0-0) 

to support the flllcy closing application. A copy of the ANC 2Cs letter in support is attached as 

Exhibit J. 

Furthermore, the Appli cant has worked wi th the owners of the property located adjacent 

to the stub alley to be closed. Hostel ling International USA, the owner of Lot 809, vvhich is 

.., 

.) 
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located to the north and west of the Site, has issued a letter in support of the proposed alley 

closing application (Exhibit K). The Applicant is not aware of any objection to the proposed 

alley closing. 

v. 
\.ompliancc with the Comprehensive Plan 

The Fu111re Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan identifies the Site as being in the 

High Density Residential and High Density Commercial I.and use categories. The High Density 

Residential category is used to define neighborhoods and corridors where high-rise (eight stories 

or more) apartment buildings are the predominant use. lOA DCMR § 225.6 The High Density 

Commercial category is used to define the central employment district of the city and other 

major orl'ice employment centers on the downtown perimeter. It is characterized by office and 

mixed oflice/retai l buildings greater than eigh t stories in height, although many lower scale 

buildings (including historic buildings) are interspersed. IOA DCMR § 225. 11 . 

The Comprehensive Plan Generalized Policy Map identifies the Site as being in Central 

Washington. but not wi thin one of the four types of areas found on the map: Neighborhood 

Conservation Area, Neighborhood Enhancement Area, Land Use Change J\rea, or a 

Commercial/Mixed Use Area. Copies of the relevant portions of the Future Land Use Map and 

Generalized Policy Map are attached hereto as Exhibits L and M, respectively. The Project is 

consistent with these designations and many or the policies and objectives set forth in the 

citywide and area elements of the Comprehensive Plan, as set forth below: 

/\ . Compliance with Guiding Principles of the Comprehensive Plan 

The Project is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan's guiding principles pertaining lo 

managing growth and change. increasing access to education and employment. and building 

green and healthy communities 

4 
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I. Managing Growth and Change 

In order to manage growth and change m the District, the Comprehensive Plan 

encourages, among other factors, the growth of both residential and non-residential uses, 

particularly since non-residential growth benefits residents by creating jobs and oppornmities for 

less affluent households to increase their income. lOA DCMR §§ 217.4. The Comprehensive 

Plan also states that redevelopment and infill opportunities along corridors are an important part 

of reinvigorating and enhancing neighborhoods. Development on such sites must not 

compromise the integrity of stable neighborhoods and must be designed to respect the broader 

community context. 1 OA DCMR § 217.6. The Project is fully-consistent with these goals. 

Redeveloping the Site with a new hotel building, while conserving the existing buildings, wi ll 

contribute to Cenn·al Washington's economic health and urban vitality by creating jobs and 

providing economic benefit. Jn addition, the Project wi ll replace a partially~vacant, underutil ized 

site with a thoughtfully designed and appropriately-scaled new building. 

2. Increasing Access to Education and Employment 

The Comprehensive Plan states that downtown D.C. should be strengthened as the 

region's major e111ployment and cultural center: as a center for government, tourism, and 

international business: and as an exci ting urban mixed-use neighborhood. 11 DCMR §§ 219.8. 

-Expanding the economy means increasing shopping and services · for many District 

neighborhoods, and bringing tourists beyond the National Mall and into the city's business 

districts. l 1 DCMR 2 19.9. The Project accomplishes these goals by providing a major new 

downtown development that will attract business and employment, appeal lo tourists, and create 

a high-quality infi ll development that will help revital ize and rejuvenate the SUlTounding area. 

5 
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3. Building Green and Healthy Communities 

One o f the guiding principles for building green and healthy communiti.es is that building 

construction and renovation should minimize the use of non-renewable resources, promote 

energy and water conservation, and reduce harm fol effects on the natural environment ( 1 I 

DCMR § 221.3). In this case, the Project includes a significant number of sustainable design 

features and is targeted to meet LEED Silver certification standards. 

B. Land Use Element 

The alley closing application and associated Project are not inconsistent with the policies 

of the Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan as fo llows: 

Policy LU-/./. J: Sustaining a Strong City Center - The al ley closing will support the 

continued economic vitality of Central Washington as a thriving business, government, 

retail , financial. hospita lity, cultural , and residential center. The Project promotes the 

continued reinvestment in central city buildings, infrastructure, and publ ic spaces, and 

will help to create safe. attractive, and pedestrian-friendly environments. 

Poliq' LU- 1.4. I - Jn.fill Development -The Project supports the District ' s goal of creatin g 

infill development by building on partia lly vacant land that currently creates a "gap" in 

the urban fabric and detracts from the character of the street. The Project wi 11 

complement the establ ished character of the area and wil l improve the physical 

development pattern of the surrounding neighborhood. 

Policy LU-2. 2. 7: Alley Closings - The Comprehensive Plan discourages the conversion 

or alleys to private yards or deve.lopablc land when the alleys are pai1 of the historic 

fabric of the neighborhood and would otherwise con tinue to perfo1111 their intended 

functions. Jn this case, the alley to be closed is not part of an historic alley system since it 

6 
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is a dead-end alley that does not connect to any other alley segments. Closing the alley 

wi ll not prevent the continuation of any current uses, since it is too narrow to allow for 

any type of vehicular access for properties, services, or trash collection. Its closure wi ll 

therefore not have any impacts on existing circulation or access to propt::rties. 

C. Economic Development Element 

The alley closing and associated Project exemplify the goals or the Economic 

Development Element as fol lows: 

Policy ED 1.1.1 - Core Industries - The Project will support Policy ED 1.1 .1 by 

supporting and growing the District's core industries, including hospitality. 

Policy ED 2.3. J - Growing the Hospitality !ndus1t:y - Consistent with Policy ED 2.3.1 , the 

Project will help to develop an increasingly robust tourism and convention industry. The 

hotel wi ll allow more visi tors to stay overnight in the District rather than in suburban 

hotels, and to stay for longer periods of time. The Site will become a preferred base for 

tourists to explore the city's attractions, as well as a preferred overnight base for visiting 

regional attractions. 

Policy ED 2.3.-1 - Lodging and J/ccummodatiun - The Project wi ll support Policy ED 

2.3 .4 by developing a new hotel serving travelers of varying needs and budgets. This 

po licy also encourages ncvv hotels within Central Washington. 

D. Urban Design Element 

The alley closing application and the Project will further a number or the policies of the 

Urban Design Element and help address !)Omc of the most important urban design issues facing 

the District. including the need to strengthen civic identify by improving the public realm along 

7 
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rights-of-way and promoting design excellence throughout the city. The urban design policies 

lhat are particu larly applicable to this proposal include the following: 

Policy UD-1 .J.2: Reinforcing the L 'Enfanl and McMillan Plans - The proposed alley 

closing and the Project wi 11 not result in the closure of any streets, and the portion of the 

al ley to be closed is not associated with any vistas or viewsheds. The alley closing will 

result in a Project that adheres to established rights-of way and will reinforce the 

District"s unique character as embodied in the L'Enfant and McMillan Plans. 

Policy UD- 1. 4. 1: Avenue/ Boulevards and Urban Form - This policy promotes the use of 

Washington's major avenues/boulevards as a way to reinforce the form and identity of 

the city. connect its neighborhoods. and improve its aesthetic and visual character. The 

proposed alley closure will have no impact on this policy objective, and in fact vvi ll. 

strengthen the city 's urban form through the development of the Project. The public 

realm. including the alley. adjacent streets, and sidewalks will not be adversely impacted 

by the proposed alley closure and related redevelopment of the Site. The quality of the 

public realm will be improved as it will be rebuilt as part of the Project. 

Policy UD-2.1.2: Downtown Street and Block Pa!lerns - The proposed all ey closing and 

the Project will have no impact on downtown streets or block patterns . As stated above, 

the Projec t \vitl not rcslllt {n any street closures and the design or the building 's ground 

noor wi ll be appropriately scaled to encourage pedestrian movement and avoid the 

potential for the development to be out of scale and character wi th the surroundings. 

E. Central Washington Area Element 

The proposed alley closing will assist in advancing several of the priorities of the Central 

Washington Arca Element of the Comprehensive Plan. The Project wi ll help advance the goal of 

8 
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serving a variety of users, including visitors from across the region, as well as those from the rest 

of the country and the world . JOA DCMR § 1607.2(a). The Project will also maintain Central 

Washington's distinguishing qualities and reflect its existing character and sense or place. 

Special attention has been paid to how the hotel building wi ll meet the street, with the goal of 

minimizing curb cuts, blank walls, and inactive ground floor uses. 1 OA DCMR § l 607.2(e). 

In addition, the Project will help Central Washington lead the way for the city's overall 

efforts toward environmental sustainabili ty through its high density. inlill location, to which 

many visitors and employees wi ll be able to access via publ ic transportation. 1 OA DCMR § 

1607.2(k). Overall, the alley closing is not inconsistent with the policies of the Central 

Washi ngton Area Element. and as described below, specifically those polices that pertain to 

capturing visitor and employee spending, Central Washington hotels, and creating acti ve street 

life. 

Policy CW-1. 1.6: Capturing Visitor and Employee Spending- This policy encourages the 

capture of a greater share of the demand for goods and services generated by persons working in 

Central Washington and by the millions of tourists who visit the area each year. Consistent with 

this goa l. the proposed Project will generate new jobs. tax revenues, and social and economic 

benefi ts fo r the city. 

f>olicy CW-1.1.10: Central Wash ington Hotals and Hospitality Services - The Project is 

consistent with this policy. which promotes development of addi tional hote ls in Central 

Washington. A range of hotel types are encouraged, inc lud ing n10deratcly priced hotels and 

hotels oriented to business travelers. This Project will appeal to visitors on a limi ted budget or 

those traveling to the District on business. and \Vii i ulso generate jobs fo r District residents. 

9 
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Policy CW-1. 1.13: Crea1ing Active Street L{/e and Public Spaces - The Project is 

consistent with the fo.llowing elements of Policy CW-1. l.l 3: Encouraging multiple entrances in 

large projects to increase street level activity; providing streetscape improvements that make 

downtown streets more comfortable and attractive; encouraging active ground floo r uses, and 

di scouraging wide building entrances, large internal lobbies, and street-facing garage entrances 

and loading areas. 

VI. 
Compliance with the Street and Alley Closing and Acqu isition 

Procedures Act (D.C. Code Section 9-201.01, et seq.) 

A. Author ity for this Closing ls Set Forth in the Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition 
Procedures Act of 1982, D.C. Code Section 9-201.0 l , et seq. 

The legal standard for closing an all ey is whether the alley is "unnecessary for street or 

alley purposes." D.C. Code § 9-202.0l. The alley proposed to be closed is an exceptionall y 

narrow, dead-end alley that does not provide access to any property and does not connect to any 

other alley segment with in the Square. At only three feet wide, the al ley cannot and does not 

accommodate vehicle traffic and is therefore unnecessary for alley purposes. 

B. The Proposed Closing Implements District Planning Objectives 

The proposed closure is necessary to allow construct ion of the Project. As discussed in 

deta il above, lhe proposed deve lopment is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan 's designation 

for the Site. Furthermore, as stated prcviom;ly, the alley closing appl ication has been reviewed in 

detail by various District of Columbia agencies and public utilit ies, and these agencies and 

utilities have all indicated no objection to the proposed alley closing. 

10 
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VIL 
Witnesses 

I. Mr. Paul Millstein or Mr. Evan Morick 
on behalf of the Applicanl 
702 H Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20001 
202.638.6300 

Exhibit A: 

Exhibit B: 

Exhibit C: 

Exhibit D: 

Exhibit E: 

Ex hibit f: 

Exhibit G: 

Exhibit H: 

Exhibit l : 

Ex hi bi t J: 

Ex hibit K: 

Exhibit L: 

Exhibit M: 

JJ3 9194·1·15_d 

Vlll. 
Ex hibits 

Bill 21-0446 

Plat Showing Public /\lley to be Closed 

Architectural Plans and Elevations 

BZA Order No. 19020-A 

Report from Office of Planning 

Report from District Department of Transportation 

Reports from other District Agencies (Department of Housing and 
Community Development, Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
Department. Department of Pu':Jlic Works Sold Waste 
Management Administration, Historic Preservation Office) 

Reports from Utilities (PEPCO, Verizon, Washington Gas and 
D.C. Water and Sewer /\ uthority) 

Response from the National Cr.pita! Planning Commission 

Lecter of Support from Advisory Neighborhood Comm i.ss ion 2C 

Letter of Support from Hostelling International USA 

Relevant Portion of the Future Land Use Map or the 
Comprehensive Plan 

Rclc\'ant Poriion of the Generalized Policy Mnp of the 
Comprehensive Plan 
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Exhibit N: Outline of Witness Testimony 

rx. 
Conclusion 

For the above-stated reasons, the Appl ica11t respectfully requests that the Counci l approve 

the al ley closing application referenced herein. 

1139 194-145 _'"3 

Respectfully submitted, 

HOLLAND & K.NlGHT LLP 

By: 
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Norman M. Glasgow,. 

800 17111 Street, N.W. 
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A BILL 

7 IN THE COUNCIL OF THE D1STRICT OF COLUMBIA 

8 
9 

10 
11 To order the cl osing of a public alley in Square 342, bounded by Massachusetts Avenue. NW lo 

12 the north, 1()'11 Street, NW to the east, K Street. NW to the south, and l l 111 Street, NW lo 
13 the west, in Ward 2. 
1.4 
15 BE lT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRJCT OF COLUMBIA, That th is 

16 act may be cited as the "Closing of a Publ ic A lley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629 Act of 2015." 

17 Sec. 2. Pursuant to section 404 of the District of Columbia Home Ruic Acl, approved 

18 December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813, D.C. O f ficial Code§ 1. -204.04), and consistent with the Street 

19 and Alley Clos ings and Acquisitions Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 2983 (D.C. 

20 Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code~ 9-20 1.01 et seq.). the Council finds that certain three-foot wide 

21 public alley in Square 342, in Ward 2, as shown on the Surveyor's plat fil ed uuder S.O. 14-

22 21629, is unnecessary for alley purposes and orders it closed, with title to the land to vest as 

23 shown on the Surveyor's plat. 

24 Sec. 3. Transmittal. The Sct.:rctary to th e Council shall transmi t a copy of this act, upon 

25 its effective date, 10 the Office of the Surveyor and the Office of the Recorder o f Deeds. 

26 Sec. 4. Fiscal Impact Statement. 

27 The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fi scal 

28 impact statement requ ired by Section 602(c)(3) o r the District of Columbia Home Ru ic Act, 

29 approved Dcccmbcr 24, 1973 (87 Stal. 8 13; D.C. Official Code§ ·1-206.02(c)(3)). 



1 Sec. 5. Effective Date. 

2 This act shall take effect upon its approval by the mayor (or in the event of veto by the 

3 Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as 

4 provided in section 602(c)(l) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 

5 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code §l-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of 

6 Columbia Register. 
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*** Government of the District of Columbia 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2C 

Mr. Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Attn: Diana Dorsey 
Office of the Surveyor 
1100 4th St. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

March 9, 2015 

Re: Application SO# 14-2 1629; Square 342; Public Alley Closing, 1015 K St. NW 

Dear Mr. Driest, 

On March 9, 2015, at the regularly scheduled, duly noticed meeting of ANC 2C, with a 
quorum of 3 of 3 Commissioners and the public present, the above-mentioned item came 
before us. 

The Commissioners voted 3:0:0 to approve the application closing of the alley, adj oin the 
two buildings, located at 101 5 K St. NW. The commission felt that the applicant gave 
ample space for pedestrian traffic on K St. NW. 

Thank you for giving great weight to recommendations of ANC 2C. 

On behalf of ANC 2C, 

John Tinpe 
Chairman 
ANC2C 

Please reply to ANC 2C at P.O. Box5 l 181, Washington, D.C. 20091- Tel. (202)230-8538 



Hostelling International USA 
8401 Colesville Road, Suite 600, Silver Spring, Maryland 2091 O T (301) 495-1240 F (301) 495-6697 W hiusa.org 

March 16, 2016 

Ronald Dreist, Jr. 
Office of the Surveyor 
1100 4th Street, SW 
Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20002 

Re: Alley Closing in Square 342 (S.O. No. 14-21629) 

Dear Mr. Dreist: 

I am writing on behalf of Hostelling International USA in support of the above-referenced 
application, to authorize closure of a three-foot wide stub alley in Square 342 adjacent to our 
property located at 1009 11th Street, NW (Square 342, Lot 810). 

The closing of this alley will not interfere with our operations, impede the use of our property, or 
be detrimental to the surrounding neighborhood. The alley to be closed is a dead-end, too narrow 
for vehicular purposes, and is not connected to any other alley segments within Square 342. We 
understand that the alley closing is necessary to allow redevelopment on property to our 
immediate south and east for a hotel, which we supported during the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment approval process. 

We recommend your approval of the alley closing application in Square 342. Thank you for 
your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Aaron Chaffee 
Vice President 

Our Mission: "To help all, especially the young, gain a greater understanding of the world and its people through hostel/Ing." 



I. History of the site 

Committee of the Whole Hearing 
Bill 21-0446 

Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342 
March 21, 2016 

OUTLINE OF TESTIMONY 
Paul Millstein 

Representative of the Applicant 

II. Description of proposed development and uses 

TII. Alley to be closed 

a. 3 ft. wide by 67 ft. long (20 I square feet) 

b. Dead end 

c. Not used for alley purposes 

IV. Access to subject property and surrounding sites 

V. No retail displacement 

Vl. Engagement with the community and ANC 



EXECUTIVE BRANCH TESTIMONY 
BY THE 

OFFICE OF THE SURVEYOR 
ON BILL NO. 21-446 "CLOSING OF A PUBLIC ALLEY 

IN SQUARE 342, S.0.14-21629, ACT OF 2015" 

March 21, 2016 

INTRODUCTION: 

Good afternoon Chairman Mendelson and Committee Members. I am Roland Dreist, Surveyor 
of the District of Columbia. I appear before you today to present testimony on Bill No. 21-446. 

This bill would order the closing of a public alley in Square 342, bounded by Massachusetts 
Avenue, 10th Street, K Street and 11th Street in Northwest in Ward 2. 

APPLICANT: 

The applicant is Jemal's Bulldog, LLC who is represented by Holland & Knight. 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this closing is to allow for the consolidation of Lots 4, 5, 53 and 809 and the 
proposed development of a new hotel on the site. 

DESCRIPTION: 

The alley to be closed was recorded in Subdivision Book W .F. Page 179 on March 31, 1866. 

TITLE: 

Title to the alley could not be determined to be the District or the United States. 



AREA & ASSESSED VALUE: 

The portion of the alley to be closed is 201 square feet. The Office of Tax and Revenue has 
indicated that the land's market value as of January 1, 2015 which represents tax year 2016 is 
1,040.00 per square foot value for a total estimated value of$209,040.00. 

AGENCIES: 

The Executive Branch agencies have no objections. 

UTILITIES: 

The utility companies have no objections to this application. 

RETAIL TENANTS: 

No retail tenants will be displaced as a result of this closing. 

NCPC. ANC & ABUTTING PROPERTY OWNERS: 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 2C and the National Capital Planning Commission 
(NCPC) were notified of this application on January 9, 2015. In a letter dated March 9, 2015, 
ANC 2C voted in support of this application. In a letter dated May 13, 2015, NCPC responded 
that the proposed alley closure in Square 342 would not be inconsistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan for the National Capital. The abutting property owners were notified of this application on 
January 9, 2015. All abutting property owners support the proposed closing. 

This concludes my testimony. I appreciate the opportunity to appear before you today and 
welcome any comments or discussions regarding this matter. Thank you. 
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Holland & Knight 
800 17th Street, NW, Suite 1100 I Washington, DC 20006 I T 202.955.3000 I F 202.955.5564 
Holland & Knight U.P I www.hkla.w.com 

Dennis Hughes 
202.419.2448 
c!ennis. hughes@hklaw.com 

December 1, 2014 

Mr. Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Office of the Surveyor of the District of Columbia 
1100 4th Street SW, Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20002 

Re: Alley Closing Application in Square 342 

Dear Mr. Dreist: 

On behalf of Jemal' s Bulldog L.L.C. (the "Applicant"), enclosed please find six copies of 
the application form for the.closing ofaportionofapublic alley in Square 342 (the "Application") 
(Tab A). The area of the ally to· be closed in shown on the. sketch attached as Tab B. Submitted 
herewith is the required filing fee of $2~ 750.00. In addition, a completed retail tenant displacement 
form is enclosed as Tab C. The Application is submitted in accordance with 24 DCMR § § 1400.4 
and 1400.8. 

Square 342 is bounded by Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. to the north, 10th Street, N.W. to 
the east, K Street, N. W. to the south, and 11th Street, N. W. to the west. The portion of the alley to 
be closed is located in the southern portion of the square and runs north-south for a length of 
approximately 100 feet by three feet wide. The alley dead-ends into Lot 810 and is not connected 
to any other alley segment in the square. Thus, it is no longer necessary for alley purposes. The 
closure of the alley will not disrupt the public alley system and will not interfere with access to or 
from any other development in the square. The alley closing is necessary to allow for the 
consolidation of Lots 4, 5, 53, and 809 and the development of a new hotel building. 

We would appreciate your initiating the processing of the Application as soon as 
possible. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me. 

Enclosures 
#34062213_vl 

Sincerely, 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 
, \ . 

! f. fll1Ak1 ft llCjftvJ I 

Dennis R. Hughes '-18. 



, • 

Government Of The Dlltrlct Of Columbia 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

I • I I I . '.' 
I ' I ' I ~ I I 

OFFICE OF THE SURVEYOR 
1100 4TB STREET, S.W., 3ID FLOOR 

W ASBINGTON, DC 20024 

Surveyor's Office File No. __ _ 
Date 

APPLICATION TO CLOSFJDEDICATE A STREET OR ALLEY OR ELIMINATION OF 
BUILDING llESTRICTION LINE 

Location 

Street(s) 

Name: N/A 
--~-------~--~--~ 

AbuttingSquares: -------~-~----~-
Portion to be closed: -----------------

AS PER SDTCll A Tr ACHED 

Alley(a) 

Name: See attached sketch. 
AbuUingSqu8res:_34_2 ____________________ ~ 

Portion to be closed: See attached sketch. 

AS PBll SXETCll A'ITACHED 
This application is made by: 

Jemal's Bulldog L.L.C. 202.638.6300 
Applicant's Name (print) Telephone Number 

702 H Street NW, Suite 400, Washington, D.C. 20001 
~s 

I catify that the above information · 

TO REPORT WASTE, FRAUD OR ABUSE BY ANY DC GOVERNMENT omcE OR OFFICIAL, 
CALL THE INSPECTOR GENERAL AT 1-800-521-lOJ 

3!2011 rev. 
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Government or The District or Columbia 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

. ' 

I I I I I I 

' " ... 
OFFICE OF THE SURVEYOR 

1100 4TB STREET, S.W., 38 FLOOR 
W ASIUNGTON, DC 20024 

Retail TpHt Dlgl-t Fong 

Note: The following information is required relative to provisions of DC Law 6-133 (DC Act 6-171). 

Surveyor's Office File No. ___ _ 

Regarding an application for the proposed closing of the following stteet(s) or alley(s). the 
undersigned. being the applicant or the agent for the applicant. hereby makes the following 
representations as COll1'lete and true: 

l. All properties associated with the proposed closing are listed as follows: 

Square 342 Lot Number 4, 5, 53 and 809 

2. The proposed closing will a or will not • result in displacement of existing rdail tenants 
because of the demolition, substantial rehabilitation. or discontinuance of an existing building. 

Name Address Square/Lot 

Norman Jemal 

Note: This form must be completed, signed and submitted with the application. 

TO REPORT WASTE, FRAUD OR ABUSE BY ANY DC GOVERNMENT omcE OR omcIAL, 
CALL THE INSPECl'OR GENERAL AT 1-800-521-16.W 

312011 rev. 
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de 
water is life Permit Operations 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WATER ANO SEWER AUTHORITY I 11 00 4th STREET, SW I SUITE 310 I WASHINGTON, OC 20024 

February 4, 2015 

Mr. Roland Dreist 
D.C. Surveyor 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
Office of the Surveyor 
1100 4th St, S.W., 3n1 Floor 
Washington, DC 20024 

Subject: S.O. 14-21629 - Street and Alley Closing Application - Square 342 

Dear Mr. Dreist: 

The District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority has no objection to the proposed street and 
alley closings requested in S.O. 14-21629, dated January 9, 2015. District of Columbia Water 
and Sewer Authority currently have no utilities located within the subject area. However, if the 
alley appears to provide overland storm water relief the applicant must provide surface drainage 
to portions of the alley not closed. 

If you have any questions, I can be reached at the contact information listed below. 

Regards, 

~ 
Kevin Hamey 
Easement and Covenant Coordinator 
District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority 
1100 4th Street, SW Suite #310 
Washington, DC 20024 
202-646-8627 Office 
202-646-8628 Fax 
kevin.harney@dcwater.com 
DC Water - Water is Lifer 

Page 1of1 

dcwater.com 

\ 
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pepco 
A PHI Company 

October 30, 2015 

Mr. Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Government of the District of Columbia 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
1100 4th Street, SW, Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20024 

( 

Subject: Proposed Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342 - S.O. 14-21629 

Dear Mr. Dreist, 

In response to your memorandum dated October 15, 2015 concerning the subject proposed alley closing, we 
comment as follows: / 

We have reviewed the documents showing the proposed alley clo.sing and we have determined that PEPCO 
does not have any facilities within the proposed alley to be closed. PEPCO does not object to the proposed 
closing of the alley. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call me at (202) 388-2261 or email me at 
kwildermuth@oepco.com. 

Thank you, 

Karl Wildermuth 
Engineer 



Network Engineering 
OPPEMD/DC 

January 14th, 2015 
Mr. Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Office of the Surveyor 
1100 4th Street SW. 
Washington, D .C. 20024 

r ( 

RE: Proposed Closing of a Public Street Adjacent to Square 342- S.O. 14-21629 

Dear Mr. Dreist: 

In reference to your letter dated January 9th, 2014 which relates to S.O. 14-21629 

Location: Closing of a Public Alley in Sguare 342 

The telephone plant in this area consists of Telephone cable and Telephone Pole. 

13101 Columbia Pike, FDC 1 
Floor 1 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Verizon Washington D.C. Inc. has no objections to this closing of a Public Alley in Square 342 

Very truly yours, 

Kenneth Young 
Engineer, Outside Plant Engineering, WSAM 

KLB/Kdy~~-
c.c. D.C.D.O.T. Underground Location Section 
Area Engineer 
File 

---
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~Washington 
~ Gas 

January 30th ,2015 

Mr. Roland F. Driest Jr. 
Atten. Diana Dorsey Hill 
Department Of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 
Building and Land Regulations Administration 
Office of The Surveyor 
Washington , D.C. 20002 

Dear Mr. Roland Driest 

( 

6801 lndustrial Road 
Springfield, Virginia 22151 

RE: Proposed Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342 - S.O. 14-21629 

We have no facilities in conflict with the area as shown and have no objection to 
the closing of public alley Square 342. 

Sincerely, l-d1' / 
~~d,/pr~ 
Robert Banks 
Digitizer I Draftsman 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COl.UMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

* * * --d. Policy, Plannhlg and Sustatnablltty AchnlnfStrattoll 

TO: Rol~nd F. Drelst Jr. 

DC Surveyor 

Office of the Surveyor, DCRA 

FROM: Sam Zimbabwe ~ h 
Associate Dire~ ' · 

DATE: February 26, 2015 

SUBJECT: s.o. No. 14-21629 - Proposed Closing of a Public Alley In Square 342 

The District Department of Transportation (ODOT) has reviewed the applicatlon and materials 
for the subject site. This memorandum addresses the transportation aspects of the proposal. 

Overview 

The Applicant, Jemal's Bulldog LLC, seeks approval to .close a dead-end, north-south running 

paper alley in .Square 34i. to consolidate Lots 4, 5, 53 and S-09 for a proposed new hotel 

development. Square 342 Is bounded by K $treet to the south, 11th Street to the west, 

Massachusetts Avenue to the north and 10th Street, N.W to the east. The subject alley is located 

on the southwestern portion of the Square between Lot 5 and Lot 53 and measures 3 ft. ·x 100 

ft. with a total area of 201 SF. 

Development plan.s were not provided by the AppJicant to determine the pra.Jected impacts on 

the transportation netWOrk. The north edge of Lot 4 and Lot 5 abut a 12 ft. wide east-west 

running public al.fey that is part of the ·existing Improved public alley network in the Square. The 

proposed development is expected to use the existing alley network for Vehicular access to the 
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loading and piirklng facilities of the future d_evelopment and DDOT will not support a new 

driveway curb-cut on K Street or 11th Street to provide vehicular access to the pro.posed new 

hotel development. 

DDOT staff conducted a site visit and determined that no DD.OT assets are located in the 

subject area to be closed. The subject alley ts uhimprov~d and does not connect to the· existi'ng 

improved alley system In the subjec;t Square, 

Action 

DDOT reviewed the materials and determined the subject alley is not requi:red for future 
transportation purposes. DDOT has no objectfon to the closure. 

SZ:lb 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Roland F. Dreist, Jr., L.S., D.C. Surveyor 
Office of the Surveyor 

FROMJL forennifer Steingasser, Deputy Director, Development Review & Historic Preservation 

DATE: May 28, 2015 

SUBJECT: S.0.14-21629 
Proposed Closings in Square 342 

I. RECOMMENDATION 

The Office of Planning (OP) has completed its review of the application for the requested alley closing, 
and has no objection to the request. 

II. SITE DESCRIPTION 

Applicant Jemal's Bulldog, LLC 

Address: 1011 K Street, N.W. 

Legal Description: Square 342, 

Lots in Project: 4,5,53 and 809 

Lots Adjacent to Proposed Closing: 5, 53, 810 

Ward: 2 

Zoning: DD/C-3-C/ Housing Priority Area B 

DD: Downtown Development District Overlay 

C-3-C High Density Mixed Use commercial and/or residential 

Housing Priority Area B: 3.5 FAR residential use required; may 
be met off-site through combined lot development. 

Zoning Review and The project for whiCh the alley closing has been requested will be 
Approval reviewed for four areas of zoning relief by the Board of Zoning 

Adjustment in Case# 19020, to be heard June 23, 2015. A full review 
against zoning requirements will occur as part of building permit review. 

Historic District The site is not within a historic district. The 19th century buildings on the 
site are not designated structures. 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map: High Density Commercial and Residential 

Policy Map: Central Washington 

The proposal is not inconsistent with these designations. 

Area Elements: The proposal would further objectives of the Central 
Washington Area Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

E650-1100 41
h Street SW Washington, D.C. 20024 phone 202·442·7600, fax 202-535-2497 

www.plannina.de.aov Find us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter @OP/nDC 
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m PROPOSAL 

Request: Close a three foot wide alley on the north side of the 1000 block ofK Street, N.W. 

Description The alley is 67 feet long and 3 feet wide. While the Square has a 12-foot wide 
and Size of through-block east/west alley and an 11-foot wide north/south alley connecting to it, 
Alley the alley for which closure is requested does not connect with them. The subject alley 
System: does not provide access to parking or loading for any adjacent properties. 

Adjacent The applicant owns all adjacent properties within 30.92 feet of the K Street right of 
Ownership: way and owns the east-adjacent property for the remaining length of the subject alley 

Lot 810, to the west, is under different ownership and is used as a youth hostel. 

Proposed Development 

Uses An approximately 200 room hotel would occupy retained portions of the l 91
h century 

buildings on the site and a new, connected, tower with ground floor retail would be 
constructed to the east. The project will satisfy the required 3.5 FAR of required 
residential use off-site through a combined lot development. 

Height and The new construction will could contain twelve stories within 130 feet of height, plus 
Density roof structures. The proposed FAR is 9.48. 
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Site Plan 

Parking 
and 
Loading 

Easements 

The building will occupy 100% of the portions of the site that are not part of the alley 
closing application. Portions of historic buildings fronting on K Street and on the alley 
to be closed will be retained and incorporated into the project. 

l'Ul!llC: All f'f 

---
c -\ : 
- ·- - \ I I .,.....,. ..... ....,.... I 

- ' '' "==" 

B 
11 S l lUf I N W __ ... __ 

DDOT has filed a memorandum registering no objection to the closing. The memo 
assumes that because the Department would not approve a curb cut on K Street all 
parking and loading would accessed from the east-west alley at the project's rear. If 
the applicant' s requested zoning relief is approved by the BZA, no parking in the 
building would be provided, and loading would be from a designated delivery space on 
K Street, subject to approval from DDOT. The closing of the alley and the new 
development would, therefore, not likely burden the Square' s remaining alleys. 

No easements are proposed. The western half of the northern 36.08 feet of the alley 
would revert to the hostel property to the west. 
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The Director of the Office of Planning is required to "determine whether the proposed closing is in 
compliance with the District's planning and urban design objectives", as per 24 DCMR 1401.2(c). 
These objectives, as contained within the Comprehensive Plan (lODCMR, Chapter 9), include: 

§300 Land Use Element 

§310.8 Policy LU-2.2. 7: Alley Closings 

Discourage the conversion of alleys to private yards or developable land when the alleys are 
part of the historic fabric of the neighborhood and would otherwise continue to perform their 
intended functions, such as access to rear garage$ and service areas for trash collection. 

The proposed closing would not be inconsistent with this objective. The District Department of 
Transportation (DDOT) has filed a report registering no objections to the alley closing. 

§900 Urban Design Element 

The critical urban design issues facing the District of Columbia ... include: 
• Strengthening civic identify through a renewed focus on assets such as public spaces, 

boulevards, and waterfront areas ... 
• Improving the public realm, particularly street and sidewalk space ... 

The proposed closing is integral to the redevelopment of the southwest quadrant of the Square. 
It would preserve portions of attractive 1880' s building that have been vacant and deteriorating 
for more than a decade and would replace a surface parking lot with a new building with street
activating ground floor retail. 

§903. 7 Policy UD 1.1.2: Reinforcing the L 'En/ant and McMillan Plans . 

... Restore as appropriate and where possible, previously closed streets and alleys, and 
obstructed vistas or viewsheds. (See Figure 9.3: Discouraging Alley and Street Closings within 
the L 'Enfant Plan Area 903.10) 

There would be no negative impact. The portions of the alley system proposed for closure are 
within the boundaries of the historic L'Enfant Plan but the alleys themselves are not part of that 
plan. Because no streets would be closed, no vistas or viewsheds would be altered. 

§906.6 Policy UDl.4.1: Avenues/Boulevards and Urban Form 

Use Washington's major avenues/boulevards as a way to reinforce the form and identity of the 
city, connect its neighborhoods, and improve its aesthetic and visual character ... 

The closure would have no impact on this policy objective. The site is bordered by orthogonal 
streets and would not impact major avenues or boulevards. 

§909.8: Policy UD 2.1.2: Downtown Street and Block Patterns 

Maintain a fine grained pattern of Downtown blocks, street and alleys, with intersections and 
frontages that encourage pedestrian movement and reduce the potential for immense variations 
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in scale and ''fortress-like " office buildings (see Figure 9. 8 [Superb lock Versus Fine-Grained 
Street and Development Patterns §909.13]). 

The proposed closings and the associated development project would not be inconsistent with 
this objective. The twelve-story new construction is intended to have a restaurant on the ground 
floor that will be open to a sidewalk cafe, subject to Public Space Committee approval, and 
would activate street life. The retention and rehabilitation of the ornamented l880's buildings, 
which are currently wrapped in advertising, would add significantly to the block's architectural 
interest and variations in scale. 

§913.6 Policy UD-3.1.9: Street Closures 

Strongly discourage the closure of streets for private ownership or use. Any request for street 
closure should be reviewed in terms of the resulting impacts on vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation, access to private property, emergency access and fire protection, view obstruction, 
loss of open space, building scale, and other factors. 

No street closure is involved. 

§ 1700 Central Area Element 

Policy CW-1.1.1 Promoting Mixed Use Development 

Expand the mix of land uses in Central Washington to attract a broader variety of activities and 
sustain the area as the hub of the metropolitan area. Central Washington should be strengthened 
as a dynamic employment center, a high-quality regional retail center, an intemationally
renowned cultural center, a world-class visitor and convention destination, a vibrant urban 
neighborhood, and the focus of the regional transportation network. New office and retail space, 
hotels, arts and entertainment uses, housing, and open space should be encouraged through 
strategic incentives so that the area remains attractive, exciting, and economically productive 
Insert relevant Policy Reference from the Area Element and provide evaluation. 

Policy CW 1.1.4 New Housing Development in Central Washington 

Encourage the development of new high-density housing in Central Washington, particularly in 
the area north of Massachusetts Avenue and east of Mount Vernon Square. This area includes 
Mount Vernon Triangle, Northwest One, and NoMA. Ground floor reiail space and similar uses 
should be strongly encouraged within these areas to create street-life and provide neighborhood 
services for residents. A strong Downtown residential community can create pedestrian traffic, 
meet local housing needs, support local businesses in the evenings and on weekends, and 
increase neighborhood safety and security. 

Closing the requested alley, would be consistent with these policies and would have the 
following beneficial impacts on the land use and physical aspect of the Central Area: 

• The alley closing would permit the replacement of a surface parking lot with a new hotel and 
ground floor retail intended to also include a sidewalk cafe, adding a neighborhood amenity 
to the residential building in the Square. 

• The contribution of the project to the number of residential units in downtown is not known 
at this time. The 3.5 FAR housing requirement will be satisfied nearby through combined lot 
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development (CLO), but the applicant has not yet determined whether the CLO agreement 
would be with an existing residential development that has developed more than its required 
residential, or with a new residential development. 

B. Housing Linkage 

The project would develop a hotel. It would not be achieving addition commercial office space through 
closure of the alley and is, therefore, not subject to the housing linkage requirements of§ 306.33 of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

C. 24 DCMR Chapter 14 Reauirements 

The alley closing regulations require submission of a plan so that reviewing agencies can determine the 
potential impact of the requested closing. 24 DCMR §1400.8 requires the plan to cover items including: 

(t) The approximate gross floor areas intended for various uses such as retail, office, residential, 
industrial, and commercial; 

(g) The points of ingress and egress that vehicles will use for parking or loading purposes; 
(h) The location of off-street parking spaces and their number and size; 
(i) The location and size of loading and unloading facilities such as berths, docks, and platforms; 
(j) A racking diagram for the maximum size trucks intended to use the loading and unloading facilities; 
(le) Elevation views for each side of any building proposed for the site. 

The applicant has provided all of the relevant above-required information with its application. Items (g) - G) 
will not be applicable if the parking and loading reliefrequested by the applicant is approved by the BZA. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

In OP's opinion the information provided by the applicant is adequate to meet the requirements of§ 
1400.8 for a project at this stage of its design development. 

JS/SLC 



MEMORANDUM 

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
IBSTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

OFFICE OF PLANNING 

* * * 

TO: Roland Dreist; Office of the Surveyor 

SUBJECT: Proposed Alley Closure; Square 342 (S.O. 14-21629) 

DATE: January 13, 2015 

Thank you for contacting the DC Historic Preservation Office regarding the revised plans for· 
the above-referenced closures. We appreciate the opportunity to review this action. 
Ho~ever, § 9-202.02(4) of the D.C. Code only requires the Mayor to refer applications "to 
close any street located on the L'Enfant Street Plan" to the Historic Preservation Review 
Board. We have no comment on this proposed action since this closure involves an alley 
rather than a street. 

BY: 

C. Andrew Lewis · 
Senior Historic Preservation Specialist 
DC State Historic Preservation Office 

15-009 

1100 4th Street SW, Suite E650, Washington, D.C. 20024 
202-442-8800, fax 202-442-7638 

\ 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRl(:T OF COLUMBIA 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING ANO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Surveyor of the District of Columbia 
Attention: Diana Dorsey Hill 

FROM: Paul Walker 
. Architect (Construction Inspector) 

DATE: January 16, 2015 

SUBJECT: Department of Housing and Community Development Review comments on Alley 
Closing application in Square 342 

The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) has reviewed the above referenced 
alley closing Square 342 bounded by Massachusetts Avenue N.W to the North, 10th Street, N.W to the 
east, K street N. W to the south and 11th Street N. W to the west. 

Based on the information provided, DHCD will have no facilities in conflict with the area shown and 
have no objective to the street closing and dedication. 

If you have any further question please feel free to contact me at (301)343-3671. 

Sincerely 

Paul Walker 
DFD, 
Department of Housing and Community Development 

Department of Housing and Community Development I 1800 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20020 I 202.442.7200 I dhcd.dc.gov 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20001 

*** 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Roland F. Dreist Jr. 
District of Columbia Surveyor 

FROM: Tony L. Falwell ·2~ 
Asst. Chief Fire Marshal 
DCFEMS Office of the Fire Marshal 

DATE: February 20, 2015 

SUBJECT: Surveyor's Office File No. S.O. 14-21629 

This written correspondence is being forwarded to your office to address SO File No. 14-21629 that was 
submitted to the FEMS Office of the Fire Marshal (Fire Prevention Division) for review. The request 
involves closing an alley portion · · ounded by Massachusetts A venue NW to the north, 10th 
Street NW to the east, K Street NW to the south, and 11th Street NW to the west. The portion of the ally to 
be closes is located in the southern portion of the square and runs north-south for a length of 
approximately 100 feet by 3 feet wide. 

Based on FEMS review, the following findings are being brought forth: The FEMS Office of the Fire 
Marshal has no objection to this request being approved if the following requirements are adhered to: 1.) 
No Existing FD connections and fire hydrants can be obstructed/ blocked in a way that will prevent 
emergency access. 2.) Fire access to the adjacent properties, lots, and squares is not compromised and is 
maintained in accordance with Chapter 5, Fire Service Features, and Section 503 "Fire Apparatus Access 
Roads" in the 2012 International Fire Code. 
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*** Government of the District of Columbia 

-- Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2C 

Mr. Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Attn: Diana Dorsey 
Office of the Surveyor 
1100 4th St. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

March 9, 2015 

Re: Application SO# 14-21629; Square 342; Public Alley Closing, 1015 K St. NW 

Dear Mr. Driest, 

On March 9, 2015, at the regularly scheduled, duly noticed meeting of ANC 2C, with a 
quorum of 3 of 3 Commissioners and the public present, the above-mentioned item came 
before us. 

The Commissioners voted 3:0:0 to approve the application closing of the alley, adjoin the 
two buildings, located at 1015 K St. NW. The commission felt that the applicant gave 
ample space for pedestrian traffic on K St. NW. 

Thank you for giving great weight to recommendations of ANC 2C. 

On behalf of ANC 2C, 

John Tinpe 
Chairman 
ANC2C 

Please reply to ANC 2C at P.O. Box5! !8!, Washington, D.C. 20091- Tel. (202)230-8538 



Go{ .NM ENT OF THE DISTRICT OF co(·~VIBIA 
Department of Public Works 

Solid Waste Management Administration 
Street and Alley Cleaning Division 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Roland F. Dreist, Jr. 
Surveyor, D.C. 

FROM: Anthony Duckett CV&-~ 

*** 

Chief Street & Alley Cleaning Division 

SUBJECT: Proposed closings of public Alley 

Date: March 19, 2015 

The following public Alley closing was investigated for review: 

Square - 342- S.O. 14-21629 

The Department has reviewed the proposed alley closing, at this time we have no 
objection to the closing of Square -342- S.0.14- 21629. 

If you have any questions please call me at 202-727-2539. 

1831 Fenwick Street* NE Washington, DC 20002 * 202 727-7908 
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BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CITY COUNCIL 

In re: S.O. 14-21629 (Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342) 
Bill 21-446 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING FOR PROPOSED ALLEY CLOSING 

I, Freda Zamer-Hobar, on March }st, 2016, personally posted two (2) public 

notice signs. All public notice signs were furnished by the Office of the Surveyor, 

indicated the date, time and location of the public hearing, and were posted at each 

entrance from a street to any alley in Square 342. Photographs of the signs have 

been taken for the record and are attached as Exhibit A. 

ROSALIND C. FRINK 
NOTARY PUBLIC DISTRICT OF COllJf&A 
My Commission Expires JaJ'l.lary 14, 2017 
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Holland & Knight 
800 17th Street, Suite 1100 I Washington, DC 20006 I T 202.955.3000 I F 202.955.5564 
Holland & Knight LLP I www.hklaw.com 

Dennis R. Hughes 

(202) 419-2448 

dennis.hughes@hklaw.com 

Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

April 1, 2016 

Cynthia LeFevre, Legislative Counsel 
Committee of the Whole 
John A. Wilson Building . 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. - Suite 1506 
Washington, D.C. 20004 · 

Dennis R. Hughes 'f),y.j. 

Alley Closing in Square 342: Bill No. 21~446 

This memorandum provides the additional requeste~' information by the Committee of the Whole 
at the March 21, 2016, public hearing relating to the hove-referenced bill. The Applicant for the 
requested alley closing is Jemal's Bulldog L.L. ., a District of Columbia limited liability 
company. The members of the Applicant are (i) ouglas Jemal; (ii) Norman Jemal; and (iii) 
Matthew Jemal. The Committee requested informa:ion relating to the political contributions for 
District elections from the 2012 cycle to the present for the principals of the Applicant. A listing 
of those individual contributions and the contributi ns of Douglas Development Corporation is 
attached. 

If you have any questions or need additional informqtion, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

#40130355_vl 
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401 9tl'I Street, NW North Lobby, Suite 500 Washington DC 20004 Tel 202.482.7200 Fax 202.482.7272 www.ncpc.gov 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
NCPC FILE No. 7659 

MAY 1 3 2015 

The Honorable Phil Mendelson 
Chairman 
Council of the District of Columbia 
The John A. Wilson Building 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 504 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Chairman Mendelson: 

Ojfoe of the su,.,,,_1r 

MAY f'l zm5 

R1CE1vaa 

Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 

1996, I found that the proposed partial alley clostire in Square 342, would not be 

inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. A copy of the 

Delegated Action of the Executive Director is enclosed. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Marcel C. Acosta 
Executive Director 

The Honorable Muriel Bowser Enclosure 

Ctlalrman 
Council of the Olstrlct of Columbia CC: 

The Honorable Phil Mendelson 

Executive DtrectDr 

Marcel C. /lcosf.8 

Cou:Ilcilmember Vincent Orange, Chairman, Committee on Business, 
Consumer, and Regulatory Affairs 

Eric Shaw, Acting Director, DC Office of Planning 
Frederick Lindstrom, Commission of Fine Arts 
Roland Dreist, DC Surveyor 



. ,. 
I ( 

Delegated Action of the Executive Director 

PROJECT 
Public Alley Closing at Square 342 
1011 K Street NW (Intersection of 11th and K 
Street, NW) · 
Washington, DC 20001 

SUBMITTED BY 
District of Columbia Office of the Surveyor 

NCPC FILE NUMBER 
7659 

NCPC MAP FILE NUMBER 
21.00(44.40)44126 

ACTION TAKEN 
Approval of comments to the 
Council of the District of Columbia 

REVIEW AUTHORITY 
Advisory 
per D.C. Code§ 9-202.02 

The District of Columbia Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, Office of the Surveyor, 
has requested comments on a partial alley closure located in Square 342. The Square is located in 
the northwestern quadrant of Washington, DC, and it is bounded by K Street to the south; 10th 
Street to the east; Massachusetts A venue to the north; and 11th Street to the west. The alley section 
to be closed is located in the southern portion of the Square between Lots 53 and 5 and runs north
south for a length of approximately 67 feet by three feet wide. The alley closure measures 210 
square feet in area. The alley dead-ends into Lot 8' 0 and it is not connected to any other alley 
segment in the squar~. The closure is necessary to combine Lots 4, 5, 53 and 809 in order to 
develop a thirteen-story hotel buildin_g with approximately 200 sleeping rooms, retail, service and 
restaurant uses. The consolidated property occupies 7 ,311 square feet, including the closed alley 
square footage, and consists of two four-story historic buildings, located in Lots 53 and 809, and 
a surface parking lot, located in Lots 4 and 5. The proposed hotel development includes the 
renovation of two historically contributing buildings. 

Directly across the street from the property to the west and south are high density mixed-used 
commercial buildings. Adjacent to the property to the north, on Lot 810, is the Hostelling 
International Washington DC and a mixed-use residential building; and to the east are office 
buildings. The site is located within close proximity to three federal properties, including 
Reservation 68 - Edmund Burke Park, Reservation 69 - Samuel A. Gompers Memorial Park, and 
Reservation 8 - Mount Vernon Square. The alley clos\Jre will not impact any federal properties, 
nor any other identified federal interests. 

The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal at its April 15, 2015 meeting. The Committee 
forwarded the proposed alley closing to the Commission with the statement that the project has 
been coordinated with all participating agencies. The participating agencies were: NCPC; the 
District of Columbia Office of Planning; the District Department of Transportation; the General 
Services Administration; the National Park Service; and the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority. 



Delegated Action of the Executive Director 
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• 
Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and D.C. 

Code § 9-202.02, I find that the proposed partial alley closure in Square 342 would not be 

inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. 

Maree J\costa 
Executive Director 

.5./-1~ 
[Date] 



COMMITTEE PRINT 1 
Committee of the Whole 2 
April 5, 2016 3 

DRAFT 4 
 5 
 6 

A BILL 7 
 8 
 9 

Bill 21-446 10 
 11 
 12 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 13 
 14 

______________ 15 
 16 
 17 

To order the closing of a portion of a public alley system in Square 342, bounded by 18 
Massachusetts Avenue to the north, 10th Street to the east, K Street to the south, and 11th 19 
Street to the west, in Northwest Washington, D.C. in Ward 2.  20 

 21 
 BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 22 

act be cited as the “Closing of a Public Alley in Square 342, S.O. 14-21629, Act of 2016”. 23 

 Sec. 2.  (a) Pursuant to section 404 of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved 24 

December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-204.04), and consistent with the Street 25 

and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 1983 (D.C. Law 26 

4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-201.01 et seq.), the Council of the District of Columbia finds that 27 

the portion of the public alley system in Square 342, as shown on the Surveyor’s plat filed in 28 

S.O. 14-21629, is unnecessary for alley purposes and orders it closed, with title in the land to 29 

vest as shown on the Surveyor’s plat. 30 

(b) The approval by the Council of this alley closing is contingent upon the satisfaction of 31 

all conditions set forth in the official file for S.O. 14-21629 prior to the recordation of the alley 32 

closing plat.   33 

Sec. 3.  Transmittal. 34 



The Council shall transmit a copy of this act, upon its adoption, to the Office of the 35 

Surveyor. 36 

 Sec. 4.  Fiscal Impact Statement. 37 

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal 38 

impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, 39 

approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).      40 

 Sec. 5. Effective date. 41 

This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the 42 

Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as 43 

provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 44 

24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813, D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of 45 

Columbia Register.  46 
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