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TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole 
 
DATE: April 10, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Report on PR 22-745, “Zoning Commission Anthony Hood Confirmation Resolution 

of 2018” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which Proposed Resolution 22-745, the “Zoning Commission 
Anthony Hood Confirmation Resolution of 2018” was referred, reports favorably thereon with 
technical amendments and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  
 
Proposed Resolution 22-745, the “Zoning Commission Anthony Hood Confirmation 

Resolution of 2018,” was introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor on January 
29, 2018 and referred to the Committee of the Whole.  The purpose of PR 22-745 is to confirm the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Anthony Hood as a member of the Zoning Commission, for term to end 
February 3, 2022. 
 

The Zoning Commission is an independent, quasi-judicial and quasi-legislative body 
established by Congress in 19201.  The District of Columbia was one of the first jurisdictions in       
 

                                                 
1 The Zoning Commission is referred to as an independent agency created outside of District government in Part F 
of Title VI of the Charter of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 788; 
D.C. Official Code § 6-621.01); see also, Tenley & Cleveland Park Emergency Comm. v. Dist. of Columbia Bd. of 
Zoning Adjustment, 550 A.2d 331 (D.C. 1988). 
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the United States to develop a comprehensive zoning ordinance after New York City.  Under the 1920 
Zoning Act, the Zoning Commission was authorized to divide the city into districts, or zones, to 
regulate land usage.  This consisted of three specific categories of zoning:  building heights within 
zones; “use districts” such as residential, commercial and industrial; and lot occupancy. 

 
The Zoning Act of 1938 expanded the regulatory power of the Zoning Commission’s original 

jurisdiction.2  It also called for a Comprehensive Plan for the District, created a framework for public 
involvement in zoning matters, established permitting systems, and exempted public buildings from 
zoning controls.3   

 
After establishment of the DC Council in 1967, the Mayor-Commissioner and the Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman of the DC Council were automatically members of the Zoning Commission.  The 
other two members were the Architect of the Capitol and the Director of the National Park Service.  
With passage of the Home Rule Act in 1974, the three District members were replaced by three 
Mayoral appointments, who are confirmed by the Council.   

 
In 1990, the Council adopted the Office of Zoning Independence Act4 which created the Office 

of Zoning as an independent agency with professional staff to assist both the Zoning Commission and 
the Board of Zoning Adjustment.5  

 
The Zoning Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over all matters concerning zoning in the 

District of Columbia.6  Although there is a separate Board of Zoning Adjustment (on which a rotating 
member of the Zoning Commission sits), the Zoning Commission has plenary authority and may 
review sua sponte any decision of the Board.  The Zoning Commission is responsible for the zoning 
regulations (11 DCMR) and reviews all cases relating to the zoning map and text.  These include 
planned unit developments (PUD) and campus plans of colleges and universities.  The Zoning 
Commission is responsible for implementing the land use element of the Comprehensive Plan, a plan 
which is proposed by the Mayor and adopted by the Council.  

 
Table 1: Membership of the Zoning Commission for the District of Columbia 

Resolution # Appointee Nominated for Term 
Expiring: Residency 

PR 22-745 Anthony J. Hood, Chairman February 3, 2022 Ward 5 
R. 22-173  Robert Miller February 3, 2021 Ward 3  
R. 21-650 Peter Shapiro February 9, 2019 Ward 3 

N/A  Michael G. Turnbull, Architect of 
the Capitol Designee   N/A N/A 

N/A Peter G. May, National Park Service 
Designee  N/A Ward 6 

 

                                                 
2 Zoning Act of 1938, approved June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797, as amended; D.C. Official Code §§6-441.01 to 6-
641.15 (formerly codified at D.C. Code §§ 5-413 to 5-432)) 
3 http://dcoz.dc.gov/about/history2.shtm; see also D.C. Official Code § 6-621.01. 
4 D.C. Official Code § 6-623.01 (Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-163, § 2, 37 DCR 4676.) 
5 D.C. Official Code § 6-623.02 
6 Tenley & Cleveland Park Emergency Comm. v. Dist. of Columbia Bd. of Zoning Adjustment, 550 A.2d 331 (D.C. 
1988). 
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Mr. Hood is currently the Chairman of the Zoning Commission and has served on the 
Commission since 1998.7  Mr. Hood received his Bachelor of Science degree in Printing Management 
from the University of the District of Columbia.  Mr. Hood is the former Chief of the Printing and Mail 
Management Section, Facilities Operations Branch, of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, DC, and now serves as Printing Officer. 

 
During Mr. Hood’s twenty-year tenure on the Zoning Commission, he has witnessed the city 

evolve, grow, and change rapidly.  Mr. Hood has played an active role in rewriting and implementing 
the new Inclusionary Zoning Regulations; approving projects with hundreds of affordable units; 
lowering the height and length of additions in the RF zones to preserve the character of the surrounding 
neighborhood; creating specialized zone areas such as the Capital Gateway, Forest Hills Tree and 
Slope, Walter Reed, Union Station North, and St. Elizabeth’s Zone; approving numerous campus 
plans; implementing the Green Area Ratio Regulations; and encouraging greater Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission participation in cases by conducting extensive outreach.8  Additionally, 
Mr. Hood participated extensively in the Zoning Commission’s revision of the Zoning Regulations for 
the first time in 60 years, a process that took nine years and over 60 hearings and meetings.9 
 

Mr. Hood has demonstrated his commitment to his community.  Mr. Hood is the former 
President of the Woodridge Civic Association and the Woodridge Civic Fund.  After 20 years of 
service, he was voted Emeritus President of the Civic Association.  He currently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the Bryant Park Homeowners Association and is a member of the 5th District’s Citizens 
Advisory Council and the Bryant/Channing Streets Orange Hat Patrol.  Mr. Hood is also a life-long 
member and Deacon of the Greater First Baptist Church of Washington, DC. 

 
Mr. Hood is a longtime District resident with more than two decades of experience as a public 

servant.  Drawing from his own experience, Mr. Hood has made it a priority “to make certain that the 
community is heard and their concerns are addressed” throughout the Zoning Commission process.10  
Mr. Hood continues to demonstrate the importance of balance in his role as Chair by evaluating 
development projects in light of community impacts and potential benefits.  Mr. Hood’s community 
background, institutional knowledge, and willingness to serve the District will allow him to continue 
to contribute significantly to the Zoning Commission.   

 
The Committee of the Whole recommends his appointment. 

 
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  
 

January 29, 2018 PR 22-745, “Zoning Commission Anthony Hood Confirmation Resolution of 
2018,” is introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor. 

 

                                                 
7The Council approved Mr. Hood’s previous Zoning Commission appointment on February 4, 2014. See R 20-407.  
8 PR 22-745, Zoning Commission Anthony Hood Confirmation Resolution of 2018: Public Hearing before the 
Council of the District of Columbia Committee of the Whole, Mar. 26, 2018 (written testimony of Anthony Hood, 
Nominee). 
9 Id. 
10 Id.  
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February 6, 2018 PR 22-745 is “read” at the February 6, 2018 Legislative Meeting; on this date 

the referral of the PR to the Committee of the Whole is official and the 90-day 
period for Council review begins.  If the Council does not act by May 16, 2018, 
PR 22-745 is deemed disapproved.  

 
February 9, 2018 Notice of Intent to act on PR 22-745 is published in the DC Register. 
 
March 23, 2018 Notice of a Public Hearing on PR 22-745 is published in the DC Register.  

March 26, 2018 The Committee of the Whole holds a roundtable on PR 22-745. 
 
April 10, 2018 The Committee on the Whole marks-up PR 22-745. 
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 

Mr. Hood is the Mayor’s nominee for appointment to the Zoning Commission. 
 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
  

 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions.   

 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 

 The Committee of the Whole held a public roundtable on PR 22-745 on Monday, March 26, 
2018.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing.  Copies of the testimony are attached to 
this report. 

 
Ari Theresa, Stoop Law, testified in opposition of Mr. Hood’s reappointment.  Mr. Theresa 

expressed concerns with Mr. Hood’s role in previous Zoning Commission Cases including determining 
party-status and evaluating the community impact of major PUD projects. 

 
Mark Eckenwiler, Commissioner, ANC 6C04, testified in support of Mr. Hood’s reappointment.  

Mr. Eckenwiler commended Mr. Hood’s role as Chair and testified that Mr. Hood addresses 
community interests.    

 
Alma Gates, Public Witness, testified in support of Mr. Hood’s reappointment.  Ms. Gates testified 

that Mr. Hood strives for balance as Chair to the Zoning Commission and described him as “the 
Commission’s most community-friendly member.”  Ms. Gates offered constructive criticism, asking 
Mr. Hood to hold District agencies, applicants, and expert witnesses more accountable to make their 
case. 

 
Sherice Muhammad, Chair, ANC 7D, testified with no objection to Mr. Hood’s reappointment.  

Ms. Muhmmad commended Mr. Hood’s service, knowledge, and the perspective he brings to the 
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Zoning Commission as a former Ward 7 resident.  Ms. Muhammad expressed the Zoning 
Commission’s lack of analyzing project impacts equitably so that growth is responsible, not one-sided 
nor adverse to the residents.  

 
Ms. Muhammad concluded by stating that she hopes that “in the Council’s deliberation of the 

appointment of Mr. Hood, there will be a greater focus on the integrity of the Zoning Commission and 
its responsibility in implementing the city’s growth henceforth.” 

 
Chris Otten, DC for Reasonable Development, testified in opposition of Mr. Hood’s 

reappointment.  Mr. Otten expressed concerns with the increasing number of PUDs approved by the 
Zoning Commission under Mr. Hood’s leadership that displace residents and fail to provide community 
benefits, including affordable housing.    

 
Detrice Belt, Public Witness, testified in opposition of Mr. Hood’s reappointment.  Ms. Belt 

testified that the Zoning Commission needs more minority-representation in its membership.  She 
expressed her discontent with the Zoning Commission’s role in the Barry Farms redevelopment and 
the displacement that resulted.  

 
James Shabazz, Organized Vendors for Economic Cooperation, testified in opposition of Mr. 

Hood’s reappointment.  Mr. Shabazz shared his concerns with the high-number of PUD approvals 
under Mr. Hood’s leadership on the Zoning Commission.  He also testified on the lack of retail 
opportunities for local vendors in PUDs.   

 
Laura Richards, Committee of 100 on the Federal City, testified in support of Mr. Hood’s 

reappointment with “mixed views.”  Ms. Richards testified that Mr. Hood brings a valuable point of 
view to the Zoning Commission given his long-time residency in the District and his ability to see the 
pros and cons of development.   

 
However, Ms. Richards stated that the Committee of 100 is disappointed in the outcome of cases 

“where the Zoning Commission’s considerable discretion has been so one-sided in favor of 
maximizing development without attention to known adverse consequences.”  She concluded that “the 
District will be better served than not were the Council to confirm Mr. Hood for another term.”  

 
Anthony Hood, Nominee, summarized his background and experience, including his current role 

on the Zoning Commission as Chair.  He testified that he has decided to continue his 20-year tenure 
on the Zoning Commission because of his “love for the city.”  Mr. Hood expressed that his goal has 
always been to ensure that the community is heard and their concerns are addressed through “balance 
and coexistence.”  Recognizing that the District has greatly evolved recently and the increase of new 
development cases, Mr. Hood stated that he will “continue to make the best decisions that I can in the 
best interest of all in the city.”  

 
Mr. Hood welcomed and responded to witness’ criticism at the hearing.  Mr. Hood explained that 

he and his colleagues put a lot of time and effort to do what is best for the city when evaluating cases, 
including pushing back on developers on behalf of the citizens when necessary.  Mr. Hood also 
expressed that he takes citizens’ concerns seriously to understand and reach the best outcomes that 
often inlcude community benefits.  Moving forward, Mr. Hood expressed a willingness to make Zoning 
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Commission orders more specific and detailed to fully avail the public of the reasoning behind its 
decisions.  

 
The Committee received one statement in opposition to Mr. Hood’s reappointment and one 

statement without objection.  Copies of the statements are attached to this report.  
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
 

There are five members of the Zoning Commission pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 6-
621.01(a). The Zoning Commission consists of the Architect of the Capitol, the Director of the National 
Park Service, and three members appointed after Council confirmation by the Mayor.  Each Mayoral 
appointee shall serve for a term of four years.11  The Mayor nominated Mr. Hood for appointment to 
the Zoning Commission on January 29, 2018, subject to Council confirmation.  

 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 

The approval of PR 22-745 will have no fiscal impact.  Zoning Commissioners receive a 
stipend of 25 dollars an hour for a maximum allotment of $12,000 dollars a year.12  These costs are 
included as part of the annual budget for the Office of Zoning.  
 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 
Section 1   States the short title of PR 22-745. 
 
Section 2 Confirms the appointment of Anthony Hood to the Zoning Commission to 

complete a term ending February 3, 2022.    
 
Section 3 Directs the Council to transmit a copy of this resolution to the nominee and to 

the Office of the Mayor. 
 
Section 4 Provides that PR 22-745 shall take effect immediately. 
 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 

 
 

X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 22-745 as introduced 
2. Nominee’s response to Committee questions 

                                                 
11 D.C. Official Code § 6-621.01(a).  
12 D.C. Official Code § 1-611.08(c)(6). 
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3. Written testimony 
4. Legal Sufficiency Determination 
5. Committee Print for PR 22-745 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : January 31, 2018

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Monday, January 29, 2018. Copies are available in Room 10,
the Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Zoning Commission for the District of Columbia Anthony Hood
Confirmation Resolution of 2018", PR22-0745

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole. This
resolution will be deemed disapproved on Wednesday, May 16, 2018 without
Council action.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services



















Mr. Anthony J. Hood 
1859 Channing Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20018 
 
 

March 20, 2018 
 

The Honorable Phil Mendelson 
Chairman, Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 504 
Washington, DC  20004 
 
 
Dear Chairman Mendelson: 
 
In response to the questions contained in the Committee of the Whole’s letter dated March 16, 
2018, concerning my confirmation hearing, I respectfully submit the following information. 
 

1. Please provide a copy of the Financial Disclosure Statement you filed with the Office of 
Campaign Finance or the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability.  If you have not 
filed a Financial Disclosure Statement, please provide answers to questions 2-8 in lieu of 
that statement. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

2. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business with the District 
Government in which you have a beneficial interest valued in excess of $5,000, including 
publicly traded stock. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

3. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business (including 
consulting) with the District Government from which you or your immediate family have 
received (or are receiving) income for services rendered in excess of $1,000 during the past 
two years. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

4. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting business with the District 
Government in which you or any member of your immediate family serves as an officer, 



director, partner, or agent.  Also list the position(s) held, a brief description of the entity, 
and any other pertinent details. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

5. Please provide the name of any lender and the amount of liability for each outstanding 
liability borrowed by you or any member of your immediate family in excess of $5,000.  Do 
not include loans from a federal or state insured or regulated financial institution, or from 
any business enterprise regularly engaged in the business of providing revolving credit or 
installment accounts. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

6. Please list the location of all real property located in the District of Columbia in which you 
have an interest with a fair market value in excess of $5,000. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

7. Please list all professional and occupational licenses held by you. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

8. Please list any professional organizations of which you are currently a member. 

Please see Attachment A – 2016 Financial Disclosure Statement. 
 

9. Please list all boards and commissions connected with the District government on which 
you are or have been a member, and include the term of service for each. 

Zoning Commission – 1998 – Present 

 

10. Please list any other boards (e.g. Boards of Directors of a non-profit) on which you are a 
member. 

 Board of Directors of the Bryant Park Homeowners Association  

 Board Member Stoddard Baptist Home 

 



11. Do you have any outstanding liability for taxes, fees, or other payments to the District, 
federal, or other state or local governments, either contested or uncontested?  If so, please 
provide documentation of attempts to pay the amount owed or to resolve the disputed 
claim. 

I have an outstanding liability for taxes that I am working with the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) to resolve.  I estimate the liability will be resolved shortly. 

 

12. Do you or any member of your immediate family have any interest, financial or otherwise, 
that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for you in performance of your 
duties as a member of the Zoning Commission? 

No member of my family, including myself, has any interest, financial or otherwise, that 
may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for me in performing my duties on 
the Zoning Commission. 

 

13. Please describe any local political activity (i.e. the District of Columbia local elections or 
campaigns) that you have engaged in over the past five years, including campaign 
contributions to a local candidate or political action committee. 

 
I have campaigned for the following candidates: 
 
2014 – Gray Campaign 
2014 – Bowser Campaign 
2014 – Mendelson Campaign 
2014 – McDuffie Campaign 
2014 – Bonds Campaign 

2016 – Grosso Campaign 
2016 – Orange Campaign 
2018 – Bowser Campaign ($105) 
2018 – Mendelson Campaign 
2018 – McDuffie Campaign 

 
14. Are you registered with any local, state, or federal government to lobby?  If so, list the 

jurisdiction(s) in which you are registered. 
 

I am not registered with any local, state, or federal government to lobby. 
 
 

15. Why have you agreed to serve, and how do you plan to help the Zoning Commission fulfill 
its role and mission during your time on the Zoning Commission over the next four years? 

 

I have agreed to another term on the Zoning Commission because of my love for this city.  
During my tenure of the Commission, I have heard over 1,000 ZC and BZA cases, and have 
seen a number of projects realized in my years of service.  I will say that the Zoning 
Commission has been a very important entity in making sure that the character of our 



neighborhoods has been protected and that all parties involved have expressed their 
views. It has always been my number one goal to make sure the community is being heard 
and that their concerns are addressed.  In most cases, the development has been a win-
win for all interested parties in the city. I am glad to be a part of the Zoning Commission 
and, if reconfirmed, I will continue to make the best decisions that I can for the best 
interest of all in the city. 

 
16. Please discuss any past and present experiences not already mentioned that you believe 

are relevant to support your appointment as a member of the Zoning Commission. 

I look forward to continuing my public service by sitting on the Zoning Commission.  The 
District is in continuous transition and the work of the Commission continues to play a 
key role on how this great City moves forward. 

 
 
I look forward to the March 26th roundtable.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any additional questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Anthony J. Hood 
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From: Betsy McDaniel
To: Committee of the Whole (Council); Mendelson, Phil (COUNCIL)
Subject: Re: PR22-0745 roundtable
Date: Monday, March 26, 2018 12:21:22 PM

Good afternoon!

I'm sorry that I didn't make it on time this morning for the budget hearing, so I don't think I
will come down for the confirmation roundtable.

I wanted to report that while I am not always in agreement with Chairman Hood, I do feel that
he generally tries to be fair when listening to residents. At the BZA hearing date following the
Performance Oversight hearing, he seemed to have gotten the message that approving 30 foot
popbacks to rowhouses was not in the spirit of the text amendment 14-11 and voted against
them. Unfortunately, only one of those cases was denied.

I will continue to follow these hearings and will be back in four (!) years if he is confirmed
and is again nominated. 

Thank you.

Betsy McDaniel

On Fri, Mar 23, 2018 at 9:58 AM, Betsy McDaniel <bloomingdame@gmail.com> wrote:
Good morning!

I would like to testify Monday afternoon at the Anthony Hood confirmation roundtable. 

Thank you. 
Betsy McDaniel

mailto:bloomingdame@gmail.com
mailto:COW@DCCOUNCIL.US
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A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 6 
 7 
 8 

22-745 9 
 10 
 11 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 12 
 13 

______________ 14 
 15 

 16 
To confirm the reappointment of Mr. Anthony Hood to the Zoning Commission for the District 17 

of Columbia. 18 
 19 

 RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 20 

resolution may be cited as the “Zoning Commission Anthony Hood Confirmation Resolution of 21 

2018."  22 

 Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia confirms the reappointment of: 23 

Mr. Anthony Hood 24 
1859 Channing Street, N.E. 25 

Washington, DC 20018 26 
(Ward 5) 27 

 28 
as a member of the Zoning Commission for the District of Columbia, established by section 1 of 29 

An Act To regulate the height, area, and use of buildings in the District of Columbia and to 30 

create a Zoning Commission, and for other purposes, approved March 1, 1920 (41 Stat. 500; 31 

D.C. Official Code § 6-621.01), for a term to end February 3, 2022. 32 

 Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 33 

upon its adoption, to the nominee and to the Office of the Mayor. 34 

 Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 35 
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