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SUBJECT: Report on PR 22-836, “Historic Preservation Review Board Andrew Aurbach 

Confirmation Resolution of 2018” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 22-836, the “Historic Preservation Review Board 
Andrew Aurbach Confirmation Resolution of 2018,” was referred, reports favorably thereon, with 
technical amendments, and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  

 
On April 17, 2018, PR 22-836, the “Historic Preservation Review Board Andrew Aurbach 

Confirmation Approval Resolution of 2018” was introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the 
request of the Mayor.  The purpose of PR 22-836 is to confirm the reappointment of Andrew 
Aurbach as an archeologist member of the Historic Preservation Review Board (the “Board”) for 
a term to expire July 21, 2021.  Mr. Aurbach is a Ward 3 resident. 

 
Mr. Aurbach is a communications consultant with over 25 years of experience in education 

programs, community engagement, media strategy, and video content production with a focus on 
planning, urbanism, cultural and environmental sustainability, and community building.  His early 
career focused on documentary and public affairs television where he produced a number of award 
winning historical pieces on figures such as Vincent Van Gogh, Hap Arnold, Rocky and 
Bullwinkle, and Hector Berlioz.  Mr. Aurbach holds a Master’s degree in City and Regional 
Planning from the Catholic University of America School of Architecture and Planning, and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and History from the University of Wisconsin.  Mr. Aurbach is 
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the President of Media Production and Communications Consulting for Rivendell International, 
Inc.  He is also a Principal at ASAA Multimedia, LLC, and is involved with Capital Sustainability, 
Inc.   
 
 Mr. Aurbach is a member of the Coalition for Smarter Growth, on the Steering Committee 
for Ward 3 Vision, former President of the Sidwell Friends School Alumni Association, and a 
former board member of the Cleveland Park Historical Society.  He also is a member of the 
Connecticut Avenue Pedestrian Action Steering Committee and a previous member of the Office 
of Planning’s Neighborhood Sustainability Indicator Pilot Project. In 2015, Mr. Aurbach helped 
launch Tenleytown Main Street, a National Trust for Historic Preservation initiative funded by the 
city and deeply intertwined with preservation. 

 
At the public roundtable on PR 21-863 on June 21, 2018, Mr. Aurbach discussed his 

engagement with the Cleveland Park Community that resulted in his joining the Cleveland Park 
Historical Society Board in 2000, which led to an appointment on the Board in 2007.  His work in 
local preservation led him to earn his Master’s degree focusing on sustainability and the 
relationship between the built environment and ecology.  Mr. Aurbach testified that the “concept 
of historic preservation as both an urban planning tool and an act of sustainability is core to why I 
am such a supporter of the preservation movement.”  Mr. Aurbach also emphasized the importance 
of community engagement and discussed how HPO has broadened engagement during his nine 
years of service on the board.    

 
The Historic Preservation Review Board was created by the “Historic Landmark and 

Historic District Protection Act of 1978” (District Act).1  This law includes a section declaring the 
purposes behind the legislation, which include: to protect and enhance landmarks and districts 
“which represent distinctive elements of the city’s cultural, social, economic, political, and 
architectural history,” to in turn “[s]afeguard the city’s historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage,” in 
order to foster civic pride in the history of the city, to enhance and perpetuate tourism, to bolster 
the economy, and to generally promote the use of the District’s landmarks and historic districts 
“for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the people” of the city.2  

 
The Historic Preservation Review Board was created by the “Historic Landmark and 

Historic District Protection Act of 1978” (District Act).3  This law includes a section declaring the 
purposes behind the legislation, which include: to protect and enhance landmarks and districts 
“which represent distinctive elements of the city’s cultural, social, economic, political, and 
architectural history,” to in turn “[s]afeguard the city’s historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage,” in 
order to foster civic pride in the history of the city, to enhance and perpetuate tourism, to bolster 
the economy, and to generally promote the use of the District’s landmarks and historic districts 
“for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the people” of the city.4  

 

                                                 
1 See Bill 2-367; D.C. Law 2-144 (codified at D.C. Official Code § 6-1101 et seq. (2014)).  
2 D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 6-1101(a) (2016).  
3 See Bill 2-367; D.C. Law 2-144 (codified at D.C. Official Code § 6-1101 et seq. (2014)).  
4 D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 6-1101(a) (2016).  
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The Board is composed of nine members appointed by the Mayor after confirmation by the 
Council.5  The District Act requires that the Board shall be constituted and its members qualified 
in order to comply with the requirements for a State Review Board pursuant to the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (federal Act) and federal regulations.6  The federal Act was 
enacted in 1966 as a response to the destruction of older buildings and neighborhoods following 
World War II and to preserve the history and heritage of the nation.7  With the federal law, a 
national framework was established that linked national with local historic preservation efforts, 
creating historic preservation offices in the states and the District, expanding the National Register 
of Historic Places to include state and local properties, and making preservation grants available 
to the states.8   

 
Table 1: Membership of the Historic Preservation Review Board 

 

Resolution # Position Appointee Term Expiring: Residency 

PR 22-836 Historian Member Andrew P. Aurbach   July 21, 2021 Ward 3 
R. 22-397 Architect Member Thomas G. Brokaw July 21, 2020 Ward 4 
R. 22-416 Historian Member Sandra Jowers-Barber July 21, 2020 Ward 4 
R. 21-668 Public Member Marnique Heath July 21, 2018 Ward 6 
R. 21-704 Public Member Outerbridge Horsey July 21, 2019 Ward 2 
R. 21-584 Public Member Linda Greene July 21, 2019 Ward 8 
R. 20-583 Architect Member Chris Landis July 21, 2019 Ward 4 
R. 21-556 Architectural Historian Member Gretchen K. Pfaehler   July 21, 2018 Ward 6 
R. 21-445 Archeologist Member Brian D. Crane July 21, 2017 Ward 2 

 
The federal regulations for State Review Boards require that all Board members have 

“demonstrated competence, interest, or knowledge in historic preservation.”9  Additionally, a majority 
of the members must meet the “Secretary of the Interior’s (Historic Preservation) Professional 
Qualification Standards.”10  The Secretary’s Standards specify professional qualifications for the 
disciplines of history, archeology, architectural history, architecture, and historic architecture.  The 
members of the Board subject to the Standards must include, at a minimum, one individual meeting 
the Standards for history, one meeting the Standards for prehistoric archeology or historic archeology, 
and one meeting the Standards for architectural history.11  The remaining members of the Board subject 
to the Standards may represent any of the described disciplines.12  
 
 Mr. Aurbach is nominated for appointment as a historian member of the Board.  As 
discussed in Table 2 below, the qualifications for a Board member specializing in history are a 

                                                 
5 Id. § 6-1103(a). 
6 Id.   
7 Preserving America’s Historic Places, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
http://www.nps.gov/history/40th/ (last visited Mar. 28, 2016).   
8 See TANYA EDWARDS BEAUCHAMP, FROM GERMANY TO AMERICA:  HISTORIC PRESERVATION SOLUTIONS FOR 
ADOLF CLUSS BUILDINGS 1962-2005 2 (undated), available at: http://goo.gl/VqxS3s. 
9 36 C.F.R. § 61.4(f)(1) (2016). 
10 Id.  
11 Id. (The regulations state that one person may meet the standards for more than one required discipline.  Id.). 
12 Id.  

http://www.nps.gov/history/40th/
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graduate degree in history or closely-related field; or a bachelor’s degree in history or closely-
related field, plus either two years of full-time experience in a professional activity with an 
academic institution, historic organization or agency, museum, or other professional institution or 
substantial contribution through research and publication to the body of scholarly knowledge in 
the field of history.  While Mr. Aurbach meets the two-year professional activity and contribution 
requirement as demonstrated by his professional experience producing historic documentaries, the 
Committee recognizes and acknowledges that Mr. Aurbach lacks the degree requirements.  
However, given Mr. Aurbach’s involvement in historic preservation in the District and his several 
years of service on the Board, the Committee has decided to move forward with his reappointment 
as an historian member.   
 

D.C. Law 21-144 specifies that all appointments to the Board: “…shall be made with a 
view toward having its membership represent to the greatest practicable extent the composition of 
the adult population of the District of Columbia with regard to race, sex, geographic distribution 
and other demographic characteristics.”13  Each member serves a term of three years, and terms 
are staggered so that one-third of the appointments expire each year.14  Mr. Aurbach’s nomination 
by the Mayor for appointment is for a term to end July 21, 2021.  

  
The duties of the Board include: 

 
 Advising the Mayor on whether proposed demolitions, alterations, subdivisions, and 

new construction affecting historic properties in the District are compatible with the 
Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 (D.C. Law 2-144; D.C. 
Official Code § 6-1101 et seq.);  

 
 Designating and maintaining a current inventory of historic landmarks and historic 

districts; 
 

 Performing the functions and duties of a State Review Board pursuant to D.C. Law 2-
144 and the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.);  

 
 Acting on referrals from the Foreign Missions Board of Zoning Adjustment relating to 

the demolition, alteration, or new construction of foreign missions, chanceries, and 
international organizations located in historic districts or that are historic landmarks, 
pursuant to the Foreign Missions Act (22 U.S.C. § 4306); and  
 

 Other functions and duties relating to the “protection, preservation, enhancement and 
perpetuation of the historic, architectural, cultural and aesthetic heritage” of the District 
as assigned by the Mayor.15  

 
 

                                                 
13 D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 6-1103(b) (2014).  
14 Id. 
15 Id. § 6-1103(c); D.C. MUN. REGS. title 10C, § 106 (2004). 
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Table 2: Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Standards for Historic Preservation16  
 

Discipline Professional Qualifications 

History  

 Graduate degree in history or closely-related field; or 
 Bachelor’s degree in history or closely-related field, plus one of the following:  

1. At least two years of full-time experience in research, writing, teaching, interpretation, or 
other demonstrable professional activity with an academic institution, historic organization or 
agency, museum, or other professional institution; or  

2. Substantial contribution through research and publication to the body of scholarly knowledge 
in the field of history.  

Archeology  

 Graduate degree in archeology, anthropology, or closely-related field, plus:  
1. At least one year of full-time professional experience or equivalent specialized training in 

archeological research, administration, or management;  
2. At least four months of supervised field and analytic experience in general North American 

archeology, and  
3. Demonstrated ability to carry research to completion.  

 For prehistoric archeology, must also have at least one year of full-time professional experience at 
a supervisory level in the study of archeological resources of the prehistoric period. 

 For historic archeology, must also have at least one year of full-time professional experience at a 
supervisory level in the study of archeological resources of the historic period. 

Architectural 
History 

 Graduate degree in architectural history, art history, historic preservation, or closely-related field, 
with coursework in American architectural history, or  

 Bachelor’s degree in architectural history, art history, historic preservation or closely-related field, 
plus one of the following:  
1. At least two years of full-time experience in research, writing, or teaching in American 

architectural history or restoration architecture with an academic institution, historical 
organization or agency, museum, or other professional institution; or 

2. Substantial contribution through research and publication to the body of scholarly knowledge 
in the field of American architectural history.  

Architecture 
 Professional degree in architecture plus:  

1. At least two years of full-time experience in architecture; or  
2. A state license to practice architecture.  

Historic 
Architecture 

 Professional degree in architecture, or state license to practice architecture, plus one of the 
following:  
1. At least one year of graduate study in architectural preservation, American architectural 

history, preservation planning, or closely- related field; or  
2. At least one year of full-time professional experience on historic preservation projects.  

 Graduate study or experience must include detailed investigations of historic structures, 
preparation of historic structures research reports, and preparation of plans and specifications for 
preservation projects.  

 
Mr. Aurbach brings to the Board a substantial breadth of experience in historic 

preservation, urbanism, and civic engagement.  Moreover, he currently serves as a member of the 
Board. The Committee recommends the confirmation of Mr. Andrew Aurbach’s nomination for 
reappointment as an historian member of the Historic Preservation Review Board.   

 
 

                                                 
16 Archeology and Historic Preservation:  Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines [As Amended and 
Annotated], NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, http://goo.gl/qDMbmn (last visited Mar. 28, 2016).  

http://goo.gl/qDMbmn


Committee of the Whole   July 10, 2018 
Report on PR 22-836  Page 6 of 8 
 
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  
 
April 17, 2018 PR 22-836, “Historic Preservation Review Board Andrew Aurbach 

Confirmation Resolution of 2018” is introduced by Chairman Mendelson at 
the request of the Mayor.  

April 27, 2018 Notice of Intent to Act on PR 22-836 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register.  

May 1, 2018 PR 22-836 is officially “read” at the legislative meeting; on this date the 
referral of the proposed resolution to the Committee of the Whole is official 
and the 90-day period for Council review begins.  If the measure is not acted 
upon by the Council before October 1, 2018, PR 22-836 will be deemed 
disapproved.  

June 8, 2017 Notice of a public hearing on PR 22-836 is published in the Register.  

June 21, 2018 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on PR 22-836.   

July 5, 2018 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 22-836.  
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 
Andrew Aurbach is the Mayor’s nominee for one of nine positions appointed by the Mayor 

to the Historic Preservation Review Board.     
 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
 
 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission on PR 22-836. 
 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 

The Committee of the Whole held a public roundtable on PR 22-836 on Thursday, June 
21, 2018. The testimony summarized below is from that roundtable as it pertains to Mr. Aurbach’s 
reappointment.  Copies of the written testimony are attached to this report. 
 

oard nominees and expressed concern with filling other available Board positions based on 
professional qualifications at the expense of meeting the demographic and geological 
representation required by the regulations.  He stated that currently there are no Board members 
from Wards 1, 5, and 8.  Mr. Sandor also testified on the functions of the Board and shared DCPL’s 
concern that HPRB members are substituting personal criteria for those specified in the law when 
making designation decisions.  He suggested that a possible remedy would be continued Board 
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member training and assigning an attorney to aid the Board when and if legal advice is needed 
during a hearing. 

 
Sally Berk, Committee of 100 on the Federal City, testified about general concerns relating 

to the Board’s consideration of owner objection at the expense of consistently applying historic 
preservation criteria.   

 
Nick Sementelli, Public Witness, testified about general concerns relating to the historic 

preservation review process by the Board.  Mr. Sementelli shared his concerns with the Kingman 
Park historic district designation process, citing to a lack of community engagement and political 
consensus.  He expressed that he worries the same will happen to his Bloomingdale Neighborhood.  

 
Bob Coomber, Commissioner, ANC 7D01, testified about general concerns relating to the 

historic preservation review process by the Board. Commissioner Coomber spoke about the recent 
historic district designation of Kingman Park, located within the ANC he represents.  He 
emphasized the lack of public input and transparency throughout the process.  Commissioner 
Coomber concluded by offering suggestions to allow for more resident participation.  
 

Andrew Aurbach, Nominee, testified and answered questions regarding his background 
and experience as it pertains to the Board, and his interest in continuing to serve on the Board.  Mr, 
Aurbach emphasized his experience with historic preservation and sustainability, and related this 
cross-disciplinary approach to his priorities for the Board.  Mr. Aurbach also testified about 
improving community engagement and transparency as additional priorities for the Board. 
 
 The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to Mr. Aurbach’s 
reappointment.  The Committee received a letter from Mr. Don Alexander Hawkins in support of 
Mr. Aurbach’s reappointment. 
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
 
Nine positions exist on the Historic Preservation Review Board that require Council 

confirmation.  Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 6-1103(a), the Board shall be constituted and its 
members qualified in order to meet the requirements for a State Review Board under regulations 
issued pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.  These regulations require all 
Review Board members to have “demonstrated competence, interest, or knowledge in historic 
preservation,” and that a majority of Board members meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualification Standards for Historic Preservation.17  That majority must specifically 
include at a minimum, one individual meeting the Secretary’s Standards for history, one meeting 
the Standards for archeology, and one meeting the Standards for architectural history.18  One 
member may meet the Standards for more than one of the required disciplines, and the other 
members required to meet the Standards may represent any of the described disciplines.19  Thus, 
                                                 
17 36 C.F.R. 61.4(f)(1) (2016).  
18 Id. 
19 Id. 
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five members of the Board must meet the Standards as described above, while the other four 
members are not so required.  As an historian member, Mr. Aurbach is required to meet the 
Secretary’s standards for professional qualifications, which he does not entirely meet, but the 
Committee is willing to move forward given his years of service on the Board and supplementary 
experience in historic preservation (as discussed earlier in this report).   

 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 
PR 22-836 will have no fiscal impact on the District of Columbia budget or financial plan.  

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 1-611.08(c)(2)(h), Historic Preservation Review Board members 
are compensated for their services at a rate of $25 per hour, with a cap of $3,000 per board member 
per year.20  The compensation for members of the Board is included as part of the annual budget 
for the Office of Planning.  

 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 

Section 1   States the short title of PR 22-836. 
 

Section 2  Confirms the appointment of Andrew Aurbach as an historian member of 
the Historic Preservation Review Board for a term to expire July 21, 2021. 

 
Section 3  Requires that a copy of the resolution, upon adoption, be transmitted to the 

nominee and to the Office of the Mayor. 
 
Section 4 Provides that PR 22-836 shall take effect immediately. 
 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 

 
 

X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 22-836 as introduced 
2. Nominee’s response to Committee questions 
3. Written testimony and letters in support of nominee 
4. Legal sufficiency determination 
5. Committee Print for PR 22-836 

                                                 
20 In the case when the Chairperson of the Board a public member, that member receives an addition compensation 
of 20% above the annual $3,000 cap.  See D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 1-611.08. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : April 18, 2018

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Tuesday, April 17, 2018. Copies are available in Room 10, the
Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Historic Preservation Review Board Andrew Aurbach Confirmation
Resolution of 2018", PR22-0836

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole. This
resolution will be deemed disapproved on Monday, October 1, 2018 without
Council action.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services
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Washington, DC 20015 

 

 
 

June 15, 2016         
 
Phil Mendelson 
Chairman 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear Chairman Mendelson, 
 
I am looking forward to my hearing before the Committee of the Whole in support of my 
nomination to the Historic Preservation Review Board. I am providing as quickly as possible, a 
response to your letter dated June 29, 2016. 
 
 
1. Please provide a copy of the Financial Disclosure Statement you filed with the Office of 

Campaign Finance or the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability.  If you have 
not filed a Financial Disclosure Statement, please provide answers to questions no. 2-8 in 
lieu of that statement. 

See responses below. 

2. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business with the District 
Government in which you have a beneficial interest valued in excess of $1,000, including 
publicly traded stock. 

Capital Sustainability, Inc, a company I co-own, has recently completed a project for DCPS. 

3. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business (including 
consulting) with the District Government from which you or your immediate family have 
received (or are receiving) income for services rendered in excess of $200 during the past 
two years. 

Per question #2, Capital Sustainability, Inc. 

4. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting business with the District 
Government in which you or any member of your immediate family serves as an officer, 
director, partner, or agent.  Also list the position(s) held, a brief description of the entity, 
and any other pertinent details. 

Per question #2, Capital Sustainability, Inc. As indicated, I am a co-owner. The company consults 
on and develops sustainability solutions. For more information, please see 
www.capitalsustainability.com 

5. Please provide the name of any lender and the amount of liability for each outstanding 
liability borrowed by you or any member of your immediate family in excess of $1,000.  
Do not include loans from a federal or state insured or regulated financial institution, or 
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from any business enterprise regularly engaged in the business of providing revolving 
credit or installment accounts. 

Not Applicable. 

 

6. Please list the location of all real property located in the District of Columbia in which you 
have an interest with a fair market value in excess of $1,000. 

Our primary home residents, 3711 Morrison Street, NW, Washington DC. In addition, I have an 
interest in a development on Howard Road, SE (no current address.)  

 

7. Please list all professional and occupational licenses held by you. 

Not Applicable. 

 

8. Please list any professional organizations of which you are currently a member. 

I am a member of the American Planning Association and the Green Building Network. 

 

9. Please list all boards and commissions connected with the District government on which 
you are or have been a member, and include the term of service for each. 

I have served on HPRB for terms from 2007-2009 and 2012-2018. The current term is set to expire 
in July. 

 

10. Please list any other boards (e.g. Boards of Directors of a non-profit) on which you are a 
member. 

Tenleytown Main Street 

 

 

 

11. Do you have any outstanding liability for taxes, fees, or other payments to the District, 
federal, or other state or local governments, either contested or uncontested?  If so, please 
provide documentation of attempts to pay the amount owed or to resolve the disputed 
claim. 

Not Applicable. 
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12. Do you or any member of your immediate family have any interest, financial or otherwise, 
that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for you in performance of your 
duties as a member of the HPRB? 

Not to my knowledge. 

13. Please describe any local political activity (i.e. the District of Columbia local elections or 
campaigns) that you have engaged in over the past five years, including any campaign 
contributions to a candidate or political action committee. 

 
I believe I made a contribution to my friend, David Garber for Council in 2015, and this is the only 
political contribution I have made in the past 5 years. I consulted on website development for both 
Mary Cheh (Ward 3) and Charles Allen (Ward 6) 
 
 
14. Please list gifts and donations, by source and amount, received or made to any District 

employee over the last year that was not connected to your role on the Board. 
 
Not Applicable. 

 
15. Are you registered with any local, state, or federal government to lobby?  If so, list the 

jurisdiction(s) in which you are registered, the date(s) of your registration and the clients 
on whose behalf you have lobbied. 

 
Not Applicable. 

 
16. (a) What do you believe is the role and purpose of the HPRB?   
My role on HPRB is to serve as the Historian member and weigh landmark and historic district 
nominations and applications for their merit be included in either or both of the Federal and DC 
Inventory. In addition, the Board provides advice to the Mayor (Mayor’s Agent) for alterations  to 
landmarks and contributing structures in historic districts as well as new construction in historic 
districts. 
 
(b) What is your vision for the office?   
My vision is to continue to build on the good work as it has evolved over the past 10 years in terms 
of education, engagement and participation. Historic Preservation is an important urban planning 
tool, and there is significant value for the residents of the District to understand how it has served 
the city in the past and in the future. 
 
(c) Why have you agreed to serve? 
In addition to the regular monthly work of the Board, I am interested in continuing to strengthen 
the outreach and advocacy by the Board and Staff. In addition, the Board created an informal Task 
Force about 7 years ago to examine its guidelines through the lens of sustainability. Staff and 
DOEE achieved a stated goal to examine our Preservation Guidelines through the lens of 
sustainability. This is an effort started about 7 years ago and continues with stakeholders from 
DOEE, DCRA and other agencies. Periodically, we have cases that propose cutting edge design 
techniques or materials that supersede our guidelines, which were written in the early 1990’s. 
DOEE issued an RFP for a vendor to examine our guidelines with input from stakeholders such as 



June 15, 2018 
  

 

 

the various community groups, the building trades and “green” professionals, to develop a new 
document that can help inform and provide direction to the Board on cases going forward. The 
draft is currently available for public comment. 
 

 
17. Please discuss any past and present experiences not already mentioned that you believe are 

relevant to support your appointment as a member of the HPRB.   

 I have served three previous terms on the Board. This is my forth appointment. I am  
 honored for having been asked to serve by three different mayors and am grateful to  
 Mayor Bowser for this opportunity. 

 
18. What will be your top priorities for the board? 
 

Per my response to question 16, I am interested in seeing the Preservation Guidelines being 
updated to a 21st Century vernacular. I am also interested in continuing to urge staff to adopt more 
modern engagement practices, such as posting submissions digitally, to save paper and the costs 
associated therein. 

 
   

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 Andrew Aurbach 
  



















 

 

Testimony before the Committee of the Whole, 
Consideration of PR 22-836, the Historic Preservation Review Board 

Andrew Phillip Aurbach Confirmation Resolution of 2018 
 
Good Morning Chairman Mendelson, it is my honor to come before the Committee of the Whole 

today in support of my renomination to the District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review 
Board as a Historian Member. I am grateful to Mayor Bowser for entrusting me with this 

opportunity. Since 2007, I have had the privilege to serve the District in this capacity and have 

witnessed first hand some of the most exciting adaptive re-use and new developments in our 

time. 

 

Professionally, I am a communications consultant with a twenty-five year record of providing 
clients in the public and private sector with a variety of services including media strategy, video 

and digital production. My early career focused on documentary and public affairs television, 

and I helped produce a number of award winning historical pieces on such figures as Vincent 

Van Gogh, Hap Arnold, Rocky and Bullwinkle and Hector Berlioz. through the years, my career 

has adapted with advances in technology across various platforms and devices. I have received 
many peer awards for my documentary and video work. 

 

As you know, I was an engaged resident in Cleveland Park. This engagement led to an  

invitation to join the Cleveland Park Historical Society board in 2000, where I served for two 

terms. As my CPHS Board term was winding down, then Mayor Adrian Fenty nominated me to 
the Historic Preservation Review Board. My service to both the CPHS and HPRB stoked a 

deepening interest in the District and the relationship between our built environment and our 

ecology. This led me back to school - to Catholic University, where I earned a Masters Degree 

in City and Regional Planning with a focus on Sustainability in 2012 and was given an award for 

outstanding thesis. Soon after, I was re-appointed to the Board. I have used what I learned 
studying for my Masters Degree as part of a foundational approach to bringing sustainability to 

underserved communities in the District and throughout the region. It has been a meaningful 

and humbling experience to make the direct connections between my studies, my interests and 

my love of the District and its many communities, to help people in a significant manner. 

 

Community engagement and volunteerism are central to my life, and I have dedicated my time 
and efforts to a number of different organizations and causes, from coaching youth sports to 



 

 

serving on a variety of Boards. In 2015, I worked with a small group of community member to 

found and launch Tenleytown Main Street, which is funded in part by the city. The Main Street 

program is deeply intertwined with preservation as it is an initiative of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. 

 

I have truly enjoyed the nine years I have spent on the Board. When I first met with former Chair 

Tersh Boasberg, he relayed a stories about how he could walk certain streets in downtown and 

recall specifics of cases the the impact and importance of service to the Board. I am enjoying an 
equivalent experience now, particularly in fast growing areas like the 14th Street corridor, where 

we have seen tremendous adaptive reuse and new construction stitching a once torn 

community. 

 

The concept of historic preservation as both an urban planning tool and an act of sustainability 

is core to why I am such a supporter of the preservation movement. However, the challenges 
today are different than those 30 years ago. In a time of a city declining in population, 

preservation was a tool that helped stabilize the physical and cultural environment. Now, 

however, the District is fortunate to be growing its population fairly rapidly. The role preservation 

plays today and tomorrow is very different than the role it played 30 years ago. the new 

challenges and barriers of preservation in the context of a growing city are real. How we 
respond, particularly in the areas of housing affordability and environmental sustainability will 

set a standard for the next generation not only in Washington, DC but throughout the country as 

DC has the possibility to serve a model for the nation. 

 

A someone who takes community engagement seriously I was pleased to see the HPO staff 
adopt a number measures that help broaden engagement during my service on the board. This 

includes a placard program where details and contact information are visible and prominently 

placed on property where significant renovation will take place. Bruce Yarnell sends out emails 

and posts to listservs in impacted neighborhoods the details of Board deliberations as well as 

the monthly notice. As well, guidelines and other information are posted to an ever expanding 

website. The efforts made by HPO on this front are real and impactful. As a follower of 
preservation discussions, I am always looking for new ways to help educate and reach the 

public. 

 



 

 

During my tenure, we have also encourage more consistency in the staff reports. Certainly we 

have one of the best and most professional preservation staffs in the country. Former Chairs 

Tersh Boasberg and Catherine Buell and current Chairperson Heath, all attorneys, made great 
strides encouraging a regular pattern of “case precedent” that established a consistency for the 

staff and Board to follow. While each property and proposal are unique, there are certain 

characteristics: building type, siting, topography, for example, that help guide what may be 

considered acceptable change in a historic district. Further, when relevant, the staff has 

included different elements of the Preservation Law or other policy provisions within the staff 
reports to help explain their reasoning to both the public and the Board. This was not the case 

during my earlier years of service. I look forward to continuing to help provide advice and 

guidance to ensure the staff reports are consistent and helpful to applicants, but to be honest 

and with great pleasure, I note that the quality of the reports over the past several years have 

merited little need on this front. 

 
I have also, in this period and when appropriate, urged applicants to provide open records and 

other information so interpretation of important historical figures or features are made more 

prominent as both an educational tool as well as a matter of basic civic pride. One example of 

this was with the McMillan Sand Filtration site, where the unique system and vestige silos and 

out-buildings tell the tale of cutting edge sanitation technology of its day. To my knowledge, the 
master developer has incorporated a series of interpretation techniques into their plans. 

 

My goal for a next term is to continue to oversee the effort to examine our Preservation 

Guidelines through the lens of sustainability. This is an effort started about 7 years ago and 

continues with stakeholders from DOEE, DCRA and other agencies. Periodically, we have 
cases that propose cutting edge design techniques or materials that supersede our guidelines, 

which were written in the early 1990’s. In 2017, DOEE released an RFP and in 2018, new draft 

guidelines were released for public comment. It is my hope that this new document can help 

inform and provide direction to the Board on cases going forward. 

 

In addition to the Sustainability Task Force, I continue to embrace and look forward to the role of 
providing advice to the Mayor on new development proposals, adaptive re-use proposals and 

renovation of the historic structures in the District. 

 



 

 

It is an honor to receive this re-appointment and serve the city I love. I stand ready to answer 

any questions you might have. 
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Phil Mendelson 

Chairman, DC Council 

Wilson Building 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

  

June 20, 2018 

 

Dear Chairman Mendelson 

  

 It is my privilege and pleasure to support the nomination of Andrew 
Aurbach to continue his commendable work as a member of the Historic 
Preservation Review Board. His experience on the Board, and the 
broadened education he has brought to it, have made him a steady and 
dependable contributor to the discussions that are so important to the 
resolution of preservation issues. The Board needs such qualities as 
Andrew brings to bear on the subject: character and intelligence. Please 
allow to him to continue his service to the District of Columbia on the 
HPRB.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

 



Don Alexander Hawkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE  540-668-6123   CELL 202-321-0111   HAWKINSMAPS@GMAIL.COM 
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A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 8 
 9 
 10 

22-836 11 
 12 
 13 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 14 
 15 

__________                               16 
 17 
 18 
To confirm the reappointment of Mr. Andrew Aurbach to the Historic Preservation Review 19 

Board. 20 
  21 
 RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 22 

resolution may be cited as the “Historic Preservation Review Board Andrew Aurbach 23 

Confirmation Resolution of 2018”. 24 

 Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia confirms the reappointment of: 25 
 26 

Mr. Andrew Aurbach 27 
3711 Morrison Street, N.W. 28 

Washington, D.C. 20015 29 
     (Ward 3)    30 

 31 
as an historian member of the Historic Preservation Review Board, established by Mayor’s Order 32 

83-119, issued May 6, 1983 (30 DCR 3031), in accordance with section 4 of the Historic 33 

Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-34 

144; D.C. Official Code § 6-1103), for a term to end July 21, 2021. 35 

 Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 36 

upon its adoption, to the nominee and to the Office of the Mayor. 37 

Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.  38 


	PR22-836 HPRB Aurbach (Committee Report)
	I. BACKGROUND AND NEED
	II. LEGISLATIVE CHRONOLOGY
	III. POSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE
	IV. COMMENTS OF ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONS
	V. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY
	VI. IMPACT ON EXISTING LAW
	VII. FISCAL IMPACT
	VIII. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS
	IX. COMMITTEE ACTION
	X. ATTACHMENTS

	PR22-836 A. Aurbach HPRB Intro
	PR22-0836_Memorandum
	PR22-0836-Introduction

	Aurbach letter responses
	Scanned testimony for Aurbach circ.
	Scanned testimony for Aurbach circ.
	Scanned testimony for crane circ.
	Scanned testimony for heath circ.


	Aurbach-HPRB Statement

	A. Aurbach.docx letter in support
	PR22-836 Aurbach HPRB Print

