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TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole  
 
DATE: November 13, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Report on Bill 22-465, the “Foreign Government Owned Vacant and Blighted 

Building Amendment Act of 2018”   
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which Bill 22-465, the “Foreign Government Owned 
Vacant and Blighted Building Amendment Act of 2018” was referred, reports favorably thereon, 
with amendments, and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  

 Bill 22-465, the “Foreign Government Owned Vacant and Blighted Building Amendment 
Act of 2018”1 was introduced by Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Cheh and Evans on 
September 19, 2017.  The purpose of Bill 22-465 is to allow the Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) to register foreign government owned buildings that are not 
authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by the United States Department of State’s Office of 
Foreign Missions (OFM) as vacant or blighted vacant.  Moreover, the District’s Office of Tax and 
Revenue (OTR) will be authorized to tax these buildings at the Class 3, i.e. vacant, and Class 4 i.e. 
blighted vacant, real property tax rates.  The bill also requires DCRA to maintain and publish a list 
of vacant and blighted vacant buildings that have been authorized as exempt from real estate taxes 
by OFM.  Further, the bill, as amended, establishes a Foreign Government Owned Real Property 

                                                 
1 The title of the bill has been updated to reflect that the bill was introduced in 2017 but is being considered by the 
Council in 2018.   
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Task Force to address matters relating to real property owned by foreign governments or their 
instrumentalities.  
 
 The District of Columbia, as the Nation’s Capital, is home to over 530 diplomatic 
properties.2  With the high number of foreign government owned properties that are located in the 
District, there are some instances in which the properties and the buildings located on the properties 
are not maintained and have become a blight on the neighborhood.  Moreover, some of these 
properties have failed to adhere to the District’s building and related codes.    
 
 At the hearing on Bill 22-465, the Committee heard testimony from residents regarding the 
state of disrepair of some embassies and other properties owned by foreign governments.  Ms. 
Irene Wurtzel testified that she and her husband have dealt with a blighted vacant property owned 
by the Argentina ever since they moved into their house in 1993.3  Commissioner Ellen Goldstein 
testified regarding long-empty and derelict properties owned by Egypt, Pakistan, Albania, Serbia, 
Senegal, Colombia, Cameroon, and Sri Lanka.4  Ms. Marie Drissel stated that in one instance there 
was a 3-alarm fire at an embassy on Wyoming Avenue, which damaged surrounding properties, 
that was caused by haphazard wiring for computers that were not in compliance with the District’s 
electrical safety codes.5   
 
 In many of these cases, if the properties are entitled to diplomatic status by OFM the 
District government is limited in what action it can take to address the concerns of the District 
residents.  The Foreign Missions Act designates the U.S. Department of State as the federal agency 
that is responsible for ensuring that foreign government owned properties are properly maintained 
and are in substantial compliance with the District’s building and related codes.6  In addition, if 
the foreign government owned building is vacant or blighted vacant the District cannot assess the 
property at the Class 3 and Class 4 real property tax rates to incentivize a foreign government to 
renovate the building.7  Bill 22-465, attempts to work around these restrictions to bring more 
attention, resources, and enforcement to address these nuisance properties.      
   
 Taxation of Vacant and Blighted Vacant Foreign Government Owned Buildings 
   
 Congresswoman Norton, in response to the ongoing concerns heard by residents, wrote a 
letter to Mayor Bowser, Chairman Mendelson, and Mr. Dewitt which provided that the District 
may have the authority to tax foreign government owned properties that are no longer used for 

                                                 
2 Jenna Portnoy, Only in D.C.: What to do when your neighbor is a foreign government, Washington Post 
(September 8, 2017), https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/only-in-dc-what-to-do-when-your-
neighbor-is-a-foreign-government/2017/09/08/4b22044a-8e77-11e7-8df5-
c2e5cf46c1e2_story.html?utm_term=.e264bb919eaa.  
3 Irene Wurtzel, Testimony before the DC Council Committee of the Whole, 1, September 26, 2018. 
4 Ellen Goldstein, Commissioner, ANC 2D02, Testimony before the DC Council Committee of the Whole, 2, 
September 26, 2018. 
5 Marie Drissel, Secretary, Sheridan-Kalorama Neighborhood Council, Testimony before the DC Council 
Committee of the Whole, 1, September 26, 2018. 
6 See 22 U.S.C. 4306(g).  
7 A vacant building is taxed at the Class 3 real property tax rate which is $5.00 per $100 of assessed value; A 
blighted vacant building is taxed at the Class 4 real property tax rate which is $10.00 per $100 of assessed value. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/only-in-dc-what-to-do-when-your-neighbor-is-a-foreign-government/2017/09/08/4b22044a-8e77-11e7-8df5-c2e5cf46c1e2_story.html?utm_term=.e264bb919eaa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/only-in-dc-what-to-do-when-your-neighbor-is-a-foreign-government/2017/09/08/4b22044a-8e77-11e7-8df5-c2e5cf46c1e2_story.html?utm_term=.e264bb919eaa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/only-in-dc-what-to-do-when-your-neighbor-is-a-foreign-government/2017/09/08/4b22044a-8e77-11e7-8df5-c2e5cf46c1e2_story.html?utm_term=.e264bb919eaa
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diplomatic purposes.8  The Congresswoman wrote that other jurisdictions, such as New York City, 
have taxed such properties and have placed liens on some of these properties, an action that was 
upheld by the Supreme Court.9  The Committee reviewed the Congresswoman’s letter and 
determined that when a foreign government property has had its tax-exempt status revoked by 
OFM, OTR already had the authority to collect real property taxes.10   
 
 The Committee did find that when a foreign government owned property had lost its tax-
exempt status by OFM, District law prohibited DCRA from registering a building on that property 
as vacant or blighted vacant.  In 2001, the Council approved the Abatement and Condemnation of 
Nuisance Properties Omnibus Amendment Act of 2000 (Bill 13-646),11 which authorized the 
Mayor to inspect and register vacant buildings.  However, Bill 13-646 provided that a foreign 
government owned property or its instrumentality, no matter of its diplomatic status, shall not be 
classified as vacant or blighted vacant.  Bill 22-465 will narrow this exemption, so it only applies 
to foreign government owned buildings that still are authorized as tax-exempt by OFM. 
 
 Bill 22-465 would not only allow DCRA to register these buildings as vacant or blighted 
vacant, but it will require DCRA to transmit a list to OTR of the status of the building.  In turn, 
OTR would be able to tax these properties at the Class 3 and Class 4 real property tax rates in order 
to incentivize the foreign governments to renovate these buildings.  As Director Bolling stated at 
the hearing on Bill 22-465, “[t]hese heightened property taxes act as a deterrent to absentee 
property owners who possess empty properties and provides them with an economic incentive to 
return abandoned properties to productive use more quickly.”12  The Committee believes this 
change will help ensure that foreign governments are keeping these properties in a good state of 
repair which will help protect the health and safety of District residents.  
 
 It should be noted that Bill 22-465 requires DCRA to be more proactive in addressing 
issues with vacant and blighted vacant foreign government owned buildings that are entitled to 
diplomatic status.  DCRA will be required to publish and deliver to the Mayor, Council, and OFM 
a list of these buildings on a semi-annual basis.  The goal is to have DCRA inspect and track these 
buildings on a consistent basis.  The Committee believes by identifying and shining more light on 
these nuisance buildings could lead to quicker enforcement action by OFM or could incentivize 
the building owner to renovate the building. 
 
  
 

                                                 
8 Letter from Eleanor Holmes Norton, Congresswoman, to Muriel Bower, Mayor of the District of Columbia, Phil 
Mendelson, Chairman of the Council of the District of Columbia, and Jeffery S. DeWitt, Chief Financial Officer for 
the District of Columbia (September 6, 2017) (On file with the Committee). 
9 Id.  See also Permanent Mission of India to the U.N. v. City of New York, 551 U.S. 193 (2007).  
10 See D.C. Official Code § 47-1002(3).  See also Letter from Charles S. Faulkner, Bureau of Legislative Affairs for 
the U.S. Department of State to Eleanor Holmes Norton, Congresswoman (September 6, 2017) (On file with the 
Committee).  The letter provided that once a property loses its diplomatic status, resulting in the loss of its tax 
exemption, the District government was free to treat that property no differently than they would if the property were 
owned by a corporation or a private citizen.  
11 (D.C. Law 13-281; D.C. Official Code § 42-3131.02 et seq.). 
12 Melinda Bolling, Director, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, Testimony before the DC Council 
Committee of the Whole, 3, September 26, 2018. 
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 Task Force 
 
 As mentioned above, OFM is responsible for enforcing the District’s building and related 
codes for properties with diplomatic status.  In fact, inspectors from the District government are 
not allowed to issue notice of infractions for code violations.  Under current practice to address a 
potential code violation, an inspector must make note of a violation from a public sidewalk or 
street, since they are not allowed on a foreign government owned property unless granted access 
by OFM.   Then the inspector must alert OFM of the potential code violation and OFM must 
contact the government that owns the property to ensure that code violation is abated.  OFM relies 
on being alerted by District inspectors from agencies, such as DCRA, regarding potential issues 
with a foreign government owned property.  This is the same process that occurs if a property has 
been determined to be vacant or blighted vacant. 
 
 Commissioner Goldstein testified, at the hearing on Bill 22-465, that in response to the 
limitations on the District’s enforcement authority an informal coalition called the Embassy-
Neighborhood Relations Task Force was created.13  The purpose of the Task Force was to pull 
together representatives from the community and the District and Federal government to address 
issues around safety and security, code compliance, parking, and trash disposal.14  Commissioner 
Goldstein testified that the Task Force should be included in the bill and it should be required to 
submit a report to the Mayor and the Council.15 
  
 The Committee agrees with Commissioner Goldstein that a Task Force should be included 
in the bill to address matters relating to real property owned by foreign governments or their 
instrumentalities.  Bill 22-465 was amended to add the Foreign Government Owned Real Property 
Task Force (Real Property Task Force) which will review the tax status of a property, the condition 
of a property, and determine whether the property is in substantial compliance with District law 
and regulations.  The impetus of the Real Property Task Force is to ensure there is an open dialogue 
between residents and representatives from the District government and OFM.  The Committee 
believes the Real Property Task Force will be able to quickly address situations with problematic 
problems by highlighting the concerns and putting more pressure on the property owners and the 
District and Federal governments to address these issues.   
 
 Further, the Real Property Task Force can help provide better coordination between the 
community and District agencies if a property no longer has diplomatic status.  If OFM revokes a 
property’s diplomatic status that can be relayed to OTR and DCRA and other District agencies and 
the District government can ensure the property comes into compliance with the District’s building 
and related codes or is renovated and put back into productive use. 
 
 Each of the changes proposed by Bill 22-465 will benefit District residents who live next 
door to these derelict properties.  Accordingly, the Committee recommends Council approval of 
the Committee Print. 
 
 
                                                 
13 Supra note 4 at 2.  
14 Id.  
15 Id. at 3.  
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I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  

September 19, 2017 Bill 22-465, the “Foreign Government Owned Vacant and Blighted 
Building Amendment Act of 2018” is introduced by Chairman Mendelson 
and Councilmembers Cheh and Evans and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole.   

 
September 19, 2017 Notice of Intent to Act on Bill 22-465 is published in the DC Register.   
 
August 10, 2018 Notice of Public Hearing on Bill 22-465 is published in the DC Register.   
 
September 26, 2018 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on Bill 22-465.  
 
November 13, 2018 The Committee of the Whole marks up Bill 22-465. 
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  

Melinda Bolling, Director, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, testified on 
behalf of the Executive in support of Bill 22-465.  Her testimony is summarized below.   

 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  

ANC 2D approved a resolution on October 4, 2018 endorsing the testimony provided by 
Commissioner Ellen Goldstein at the September 26, 2018 hearing on Bill 22-465.  A copy of the 
resolution can be found in the public record for Bill 22-465. 

 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on Bill 22-465 on Wednesday, 
September 26, 2018.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing.  Copies of written 
testimony are attached to this report. 
 
 Melinda Bolling, Director, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs testified in 
support of Bill 22-465.  Director Bolling testified that designating properties as vacant and blighted 
vacant and subjecting them to higher property taxes acts as an economic incentive to return the 
abandoned properties to productive use more quickly.  She stated that the bill poses some potential 
implementation challenges, but DCRA appreciates the Council’s continued focus on ensuring that 
vacant and blighted vacant properties are being returned to productive use.  Director Bolling 
testified that the bill should be amended to clarify that a building can maintain an exemption only 
if it is authorized as tax-exempt by OFM.  Further, she stated that DCRA would be required to 
update its Accela system to be able to track and report on vacant and blighted vacant buildings 
owned or leased by foreign governments. 
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 Ellen Goldstein, Commissioner, ANC 2D02, testified in support of Bill 22-465 and stated 
that it was as a good start, but warned that little will change without appropriate pressure and 
enforcement.  Commissioner Goldstein discussed issues with properties in her neighborhood and 
the time and energy it takes to convince a foreign government to renovate its property.  In addition, 
she provided the following recommendations: (1) Ensure there is an accurate count of all foreign-
government owned properties in the District; (2) Examine how other world capitals manage to get 
better compliance from embassies; and (3) Codify and institutionalize a Task Force to address 
issues from foreign government owned properties.   
 
 Irene Wurtzel, Public Witness, testified regarding her family’s experience living next door 
to a vacant and uncared property that is owned by the Government of Argentina.  She stated that 
the property has been in a state of disrepair for the past 25 years and every attempt to contact the 
embassy to have the property renovated has been unsuccessful.  
 
 Marie Drissel, Secretary, Sheridan-Kalorama Neighborhood Council (SKNC), testified 
that the SKNC passed a resolution in support of Commissioner Goldstein’s testimony.  Further, 
she added that the chief problem in ensuring compliance of the District’s building codes is 
enforcement.   
  
 Sally Berk, Public Witness, testified in support of Bill 22-465.  Ms. Berk stated that she is 
in strong support of any action that will address the problem of absentee owners being required to 
maintain their property according to the District’s building code.  
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  

 Bill 22-465 amends D.C. Official Code § 42-3131 to clarify that a foreign government 
owned building that is authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM shall not be 
registered as vacant or blighted vacant building.  Further, a new section is added to require 
DCRA to track and monitor vacant and blighted vacant buildings that are authorized as exempt 
from real estate taxes by OFM.  

 
Bill 22-465 amends D.C. Official Code § 47-1011 to clarify that a foreign government 

owned property that has diplomatic status shall be exempt from assessments for improvements.   
 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 
The attached November XX, 2018 fiscal impact statement from the District’s Chief 

Financial Officer states that funds are sufficient in the FY 2018 through FY 2021 budget and 
financial plan to implement Bill 22-465. 

 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  

Section 1 States the short title of Bill 22-465.  
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Section 2 Amends An Act To provide for the abatement of nuisances in the District of 

 Columbia by the Commissioners of said District, and for other purposes. 
 
 subsection (a) Authorizes DCRA to include on the list of registered vacant buildings 

transmitted to OTR those foreign government owned vacant and blighted vacant buildings 
that have not been authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM.   

 
 subsection (b) Requires a foreign government to register and pay a registration fee for a 

vacant building that has not been authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM.     
 
 subsection (c) Adds a new section 18a to require DCRA to publish and deliver 

semiannually to the Mayor, the Council, and OFM a list identifying each building that is 
authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM and has been determined to be a vacant 
or blighted vacant building. 
 

Section 3 Makes a technical and clarifying amendment to section 47-1011.  
 
Section 4 Establishes the Foreign Government Owned Real Property Task Force.  Provides 
that the Task Force shall meet on a quarterly basis to review and identify issues with real 
property owned by foreign governments or their instrumentalities.  Requires the Task Force to 
submit a report on its findings and recommendations to the Mayor, Council, and OFM by 
October 1 of each year.   
 
Section 5 Adopts the Fiscal Impact Statement. 
 
Section 6 Establishes the effective date (standard 30-day congressional review language). 
 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  

On November 13, 2018, the Committee met to consider Bill 22-465, the “Foreign 
Government Owned Vacant and Blighted Building Amendment Act of 2018.”  The meeting was 
called to order at XX:XX a.m., and Bill 22-465 was item XX-X on the agenda.  After ascertaining 
a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, 
McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White present), Chairman Mendelson 
moved the Print with leave for staff to make technical and conforming changes.  After an 
opportunity for discussion, the vote on the Print was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and 
Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, 
R. White, and T. White voting aye).  The Chairman then moved the Report with leave for staff to 
make technical, conforming, and editorial changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the vote 
on the Report was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, 
Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White voting aye).  
The meeting adjourned at XX:XX a.m. 
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X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. Bill 22-465 as introduced. 
 

2. Written Testimony.  
 

3. Fiscal Impact Statement for Bill 22-465. 
 

4. Legal Sufficiency Determination for Bill 22-465. 

5. Comparative Print for Bill 22-465. 

6. Committee Print for Bill 22-465. 
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An Act To provide for the abatement of nuisances in the District of Columbia by the 
Commissioners of said District, and for other purposes. 

(D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 42-3131.01 ET SEQ.) 
 
§ 42-3131.06(b). Registration of vacant buildings. 

(b) A vacant building shall not be included on the list compiled pursuant to § 42-3131.16 or 
subject to the registration fee pursuant to § 42-3131.09 if it is: 

(1) Owned by the government of the United States or its instrumentalities; 

(2) Owned by a foreign government or its instrumentalities Authorized as exempt from real 
estate taxes by the United States Department of State’s Office of Foreign Missions on the basis 
of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official business of an international 
organization; 

(3) Under active construction or undergoing active rehabilitation, renovation, or repair, and there 
is a building permit to make the building fit for occupancy that was issued, renewed, or extended 
within 12 months of the required registration date; provided, that the time period for this 
exemption beginning from the date the initial building permit was issued shall not exceed: 

(A) One year for a residential building; provided, that a residential building is eligible to 
continue to be exempt for an additional 6 months, for a total period not to exceed 18 months, if 
the Mayor determines that the residential building continues to be under active construction or 
undergoing active rehabilitation, renovation, or repair and substantial progress has been made 
toward making the building fit for occupancy; or 

(B) Two years for a commercial project; 

(3A) Repealed. 

(4) In compliance with the requirements of § 42-3131.12 and the housing regulations of the 
District of Columbia and the owner or his agent has been actively seeking in good faith to rent or 
sell it; provided, that: 

(A) The time period for sale or rent shall not exceed: 

(i) One year from the initial listing, offer, or advertisement of sale in the case of residential 
buildings; 

(ii) Two years from the initial listing, offer, or advertisement of sale in the case of commercial 
buildings; or 

(iii) One year from the initial listing, offer, or advertisement to rent; and; 

(B) Any leased property exempt under this paragraph shall have a valid certificate of occupancy; 

https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/42-3131.16.html
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/42-3131.09.html
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/42-3131.12.html
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(5)(A) Exempted by the Mayor in extraordinary circumstances and upon a showing of substantial 
undue economic hardship. 

(B) The exemption may be granted for a period not to exceed 12 months from the required 
registration date, subject to renewal on the basis of continuing extraordinary circumstances and 
substantial undue economic hardship. The Mayor may withdraw the exemption at any time. Any 
exemption shall be published in the District of Columbia Register. 

(6) Repealed. 

(7) For a period not to exceed 24 months, the subject of a probate proceeding or the title is the 
subject of litigation (not including a foreclosure of the right of redemption action brought under 
Chapter 13A of Title 47 [§ 47-1330 et seq.]);  

(8) For a period not to exceed 12 months, the subject of a pending application for a necessary 
approval for development before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, the Zoning Commission for 
the District of Columbia, the Commission on Fine Arts, the Historic Preservation Review Board, 
the Mayor’s Agent for Historic Preservation, the Department of Public Works, or the National 
Capital Planning Commission; or 

(9) Located on the Water Reed Redevelopment Site, for so long as the building and the land on 
which the building sits is subject to the ground lease to the Developer. 

§ 42-3131.09(a). Fees. 

(a) As provided in § 42-3131.06(a), the owner of a building shall register the building and pay 
the registration fee within 30 days after it becomes a vacant building, except if the vacant 
building is owned by the government of the United States or its instrumentalities or by a foreign 
government or its instrumentalities instrumentalities, or has been authorized as exempt from real 
estate taxes by the United States Department of State’s Office of Foreign Missions on the basis 
of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official business of an international 
organziation. The Mayor, in his or her sole discretion, may extend the time for payment for good 
cause. 
 
§ 42-3131.18a. Vacant and blighted vacant buildings belonging to foreign governments. 

(a) The Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs shall publish and deliver semiannually 

to the Mayor, the Council, and the United States Department of State’s Office of Foreign 

Missions (“OFM”) a list identifying each building that is: 

(1) Authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM on the basis of its use for 

diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official business of an international organization; and 

https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/titles/47/chapters/13A/
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/47-1330.html
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/42-3131.06.html#(a)


Bill 22-465, “Foreign Government Owned Vacant and Blighted Building Amendment Act 
of 2018” 
Committee of the Whole 
Comparative Print 
 

3 
 

(2) Has been determined to be a vacant building or blighted vacant building 

pursuant to this act.  

(b) Nothing in this act shall be construed to impose any obligation on any foreign government or 

other entity relating to any building that has been authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by 

OFM on the basis of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official business of an 

international organization. 

 

                   (D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 47-1011) 

§ 47–1011. Property of United States, District of Columbia, and foreign legations exempt 
from assessments for improvements. 

No property except that of the United States or the District of Columbia and property authorized 
as exempt from real estate taxes by the United States Department of State’s Office of Foreign 
Missions on the basis of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official business of 
an international organization owned by foreign governments for legation purposes shall be 
exempt from assessments for improvements. 

 

 

* * * 

 



 

1 
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 4 
 5 

 6 
A BILL 7 

 8 
22-465 9 

_________________ 10 
 11 
 12 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 13 
 14 

_________________ 15 
 16 
 17 
To amend An Act to provide for the abatement of nuisances in the District of Columbia by the 18 

Commissioners of said District, and for other purposes to allow the Department of 19 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (“DCRA”) to include on the list of registered vacant 20 
buildings transmitted to the Office of Tax and Revenue and to subject to a registration fee 21 
those vacant and blighted vacant buildings that have not been authorized as exempt from 22 
real estate taxes by the United States Department of State’s Office of Foreign Missions 23 
(“OFM”), to require DCRA to maintain and publish a list of vacant and blighted vacant 24 
buildings that have been authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM; to make a 25 
conforming amendment to section 47-1011 of the District of Columbia Official Code; 26 
and to establish a Foreign Government Owned Real Property Task Force to address 27 
matters relating to real property owned by foreign governments or their instrumentalities.   28 

 29 
 BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 30 

act may be cited as the “Foreign Government Owned Vacant and Blighted Building Amendment 31 

Act of 2018”. 32 

 Sec. 2. An Act To provide for the abatement of nuisances in the District of Columbia by 33 

the Commissioners of said District, and for other purposes, approved April 14, 1906 (34 Stat. 34 

114; D.C. Official Code § 42-3131.01 et seq.), is amended as follows: 35 

 (a) Section (6)(b)(2) (D.C. Official Code § 42-3131.06(b)(2)) is amended to read as 36 

follows: 37 
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  “(2) Authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by the United States Department 38 

of State’s Office of Foreign Missions on the basis of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes 39 

or for the official business of an international organization.”.  40 

 (b) Section 9(a) (D.C. Official Code § 42-3131.09(a)) is amended by striking the phrase 41 

“instrumentalities or by a foreign government or its instrumentalities.” and inserting the phrase 42 

“instrumentalities, or has been authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by the United States 43 

Department of State’s Office of Foreign Missions on the basis of its use for diplomatic or 44 

consular purposes or for the official business of an international organization.” in its place. 45 

 (c) New section 18a is added to read as follows: 46 

 “Sec. 18a. Vacant and blighted vacant buildings belonging to foreign governments. 47 

 “(a) The Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs shall publish and deliver 48 

semiannually to the Mayor, the Council, and the United States Department of State’s Office of 49 

Foreign Missions (“OFM”) a list identifying each building that is: 50 

“(1) Authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by OFM on the basis of its use 51 

for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official business of an international organization; 52 

and 53 

“(2) Has been determined to be a vacant building or blighted vacant building 54 

pursuant to this act.  55 

 “(b) Nothing in this act shall be construed to impose any obligation on any foreign 56 

government or other entity relating to any building that has been authorized as exempt from real 57 

estate taxes by OFM on the basis of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official 58 

business of an international organization.”. 59 

 Sec. 3. Section 47-1011 of the District of Columbia Official Code is amended by striking 60 

the phrase “owned by foreign governments for legation purposes” and inserting the phrase 61 
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“authorized as exempt from real estate taxes by the United States Department of State’s Office of 62 

Foreign Missions on the basis of its use for diplomatic or consular purposes or for the official 63 

business of an international organization” in its place.  64 

 Sec. 4. Foreign government owned building task force. 65 

 (a) There is established a Foreign Government Owned Real Property Task Force (“Task 66 

Force”) with the purpose of serving as a collaborative body to address matters relating to real 67 

property, including all buildings located on such real property, owned by foreign governments or 68 

their instrumentalities. 69 

 (b) The Task Force shall meet on a quarterly basis to review and identify issues with real 70 

property owned by foreign governments or their instrumentalities to include, but not limited to: 71 

  (1) The tax status of such property; 72 

  (2) The condition of such property; and 73 

  (3) Whether such property is in substantial compliance with District laws and 74 

regulations. 75 

 (c) The Task Force shall consist of the following members: 76 

  (1) Three Advisory Neighborhood Commissioners, one from Advisory 77 

Neighborhood Commission (“ANC”) 2B, one from ANC 2D, and one from ANC 3C, each of 78 

whom shall be appointed by the Mayor; 79 

  (2) The Director of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, or the 80 

Director’s designee; 81 

  (3) The Deputy Chief Financial Officer for the Office of Tax and Revenue, or the 82 

Deputy Chief Financial Officer’s designee; 83 

  (4) The Chief of the Metropolitan Police Department, or the Chief’s designee; 84 

  (5) The Director of the Department of Health, or the Director’s designee; 85 
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  (6) The Director of the Department of Public Works, or the Director’s designee;  86 

  (7) The Director of the District Department of Transportation, or the Director’s 87 

designee;  88 

  (8)  The Secretary of the District of Columbia, or the Secretary’s designee;  89 

  (9) The Chairman of the Council, or the Chairman’s designee; and 90 

  (10) The Director of the United States Department of State’s Office of Foreign 91 

Missions (“OFM”), or the Director’s designee.  92 

 (d) The Mayor shall designate one member of the Task Force to serve as its Chairperson.  93 

 (e) On or before October 1 of each year, the Task Force shall submit a report of its 94 

findings and recommendations to address the issues outlined in subsection (b) of this section to 95 

the Mayor, the Council, and OFM.  96 

 (f) The Task Force shall convene its first meeting no later than 90 days after the effective 97 

date of this act. 98 

 Sec. 5.  Fiscal impact statement. 99 

 The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal 100 

impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, 101 

approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a). 102 

 Sec. 6.  Effective date. 103 

 This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the 104 

Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as 105 

provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December  106 

24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of 107 

Columbia Register. 108 
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