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TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole  
 
DATE: November 13, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Report on PR 22-824, “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council 

Governing Board Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 2018” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 22-824, the “District of Columbia Corrections 
Information Council Governing Board Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 2018,” was 
referred, reports favorably thereon and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  
 
On April 9, 2018, PR 22-824, the “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council 

Governing Board Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 2018” was introduced by Chairman 
Mendelson.  The purpose of PR 22-824 is to appoint Ms. Taifa as a member of the District of 
Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board (“Board”) for a two-year term.   

 
Ms. Taifa is a Ward 4 resident of the District of Columbia.  Ms. Taifa received her Bachelor 

of Arts from Howard University and her Juris Doctorate from George Washington University Law 
School.  After completing her law degree, Ms. Taifa served as a Staff Attorney for the National 
Prison Project of the ACLU Foundation.  Ms. Taifa has also served as Public Policy Counsel for 
the Woman’s Legal Defense Fund, Legislative Counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union, 
and as an Adjunct Professor at the American University Washington College of Law and the 
Howard University School of Law.  Additionally, Ms. Taifa served as Advocacy Director and 
Senior Policy Analyst for the Open Society Foundations and Open Society Policy Center.  In this 
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role, Ms. Taifa worked on federal criminal justice issues, to include sentencing reform, prison 
reform, reentry, and law enforcement accountability.  Ms. Taifa also served as a Commissioner 
and Chair of the District’s Commission on Human Rights.  Recently, Ms. Taifa started a consulting 
firm, The Taifa Group, LLC, which focuses on advancing justice.  In addition, she founded the 
Justice Roundtable, which is an advocacy coalition advancing federal criminal justice reforms. 

 
The District of Columbia Corrections Information Council (“CIC”) was created by 

Congress in the 1997 National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government Improvement Act 
(“Revitalization Act”) for the purpose of investigating generally the conditions of the District of 
Columbia sentenced felon population scattered throughout the Bureau of Prisons (“BOP”) 
facilities following the closing of the Lorton Correctional Complex.  The CIC’s role was expanded 
by the Jail Improvement Act of 20031, which requires the CIC to conduct inspections of local 
correctional facilities and mandates that the Department of Corrections (“DOC”) provide access 
to members of the CIC, its staff, designees, and agents for this purpose, including unmonitored 
interviews of inmates. 

 
As the Revitalization Act transferred the District’s sentenced felon population to the BOP, 

a large number of District residents formally housed at the Lorton Correction Complex were 
dispersed to penal institutions throughout the county.  Thus the District is unlike any other state in 
that its state-sentenced felons are not incarcerated within (and many are not even near) its borders.  
Over 4,500 District residents are incarcerated in over 118 BOP facilities in 34 states and DC.  
Approximately 2,100 District residents are in the custody of DOC.2  Having an effective, well-
funded mechanism to monitor the treatment of District prisoners is essential so that this population 
receives proper treatment and necessary resources and programs.   

 
In 2010, the Council approved the Corrections Information Council Amendment Act of 

20103 (“2010 Act”), which restructured the CIC by creating the Board and an independent 
Executive Director position, and provided subordinate personnel.  The 2010 Act vested in the 
Executive Director several responsibilities that had been with the appointed members of the former 
CIC.4  The Executive Director acts as the investigator as well as ombudsman, looking at 
conditions, responding to complaints, and making recommendations to the Board.5   

 
The role of the Board is to provide advice and information to the Director of the Bureau of 

Prisons and the Director of the Department of Corrections regarding matters affecting District of 
Columbia inmates.6  In addition, the Board is tasked with reviewing the findings of the Executive 
Director and making recommendations, where appropriate, regarding the conditions of 
confinement of District of Columbia inmates in both BOP and DOC custody.7  The Board is also 
tasked with giving final approval of the Executive Director’s annual report to the Director of the 
                                                 
1 D.C. Law 15-62; D.C. Official Code § 24-211.02.  
2 Michelle Bonner, Executive Director of the CIC, Testimony before the DC Council Committee of the Whole, 1, 
October 18, 2018. 
3 D.C. Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01.  
4 Bill 18-404, Corrections Information Council Amendment Act of 2010, Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
and the Judiciary, at 2 (April 13, 2010).  
5 Id.  
6 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(c).  
7 Id.  
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BOP, the Director of the DOC, the Council, and the Mayor regarding the conditions of confinement 
of District of Columbia inmates.8   

 
The Board consists of five members: three appointed by the Mayor and two by the Council 

of the District of Columbia.9  The Mayor designates the Chairperson of the Board.10  Members of 
the Board shall serve for terms of two years.11  All members of the Board serve without 
compensation.12   

 
Table 1: Membership of the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board  

Resolution 
# 

Position Appointee Term Expiring: 

PR 22-824 Proposed Council Appointee  Nkechi Taifa Two-year term 
R 22-460 Council Appointee  Katharine Aiken Huffman May 4, 2020 
R 22-84 Mayoral Appointee  

(Chairperson) 
Charles Thornton June 7, 2019 

R 22-326 Mayoral Appointee Calvin Woodland, Jr. June 7, 2019 
PR 22-1045 Proposed Mayoral Appointee Charlie Whitaker  June 7, 2020 

 
Ms. Taifa’s significant experience working on criminal justice issues, especially issues 

surrounding prison reform will be a valuable addition to the Commission.  In fact, Ms. Taifa was 
co-counsel in a landmark case which addressed issues of conditions of confinement, access to 
courts, legal mail, and racial discrimination.13  Further, as a staff attorney for the ACLU 
Foundation, Ms. Taifa was tasked with touring federal correction facilities and assessing 
conditions of confinement.14  Moreover, Director Bonner indicated at the hearing on Ms. Taifa’s 
appointment resolution, that Ms. Taifa has already contributed to the work of the CIC by 
moderating a panel at the 2018 Prisoner and Reentry Symposium: Envisioning a New Jail.15   

 
As a member of the Board, Ms. Taifa intends to dedicate her time to shine a light on issues 

that are of great concern to residents in both BOP and DOC custody.16  She also plans to engage 
residents who have returned from incarceration, and their families, to become better informed on 
their recommendations to address issues surrounding medical care, language access, sentence 
computation, and facility conditions.17  The Committee believes these steps will allow Ms. Taifa 
to assist the Board and CIC in its work in inspecting, monitoring, and reporting on the conditions 
experienced by District residents while they are incarcerated.  

                                                 
8 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(f). 
9 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(A).  In Council Period 21, the Council approved the Omnibus Public Safety 
and Justice Amendment Act of 2016, effective April 22, 2017 (D.C. Law 21-280; D.C. Official Code 24-101.01), 
which expanded the Board from three to five members.  
10 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(C). 
11 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(B). 
12 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(E). 
13 Nkechi Taifa, Nominee, Testimony before the DC Council Committee of the Whole, 2-3, October 18, 2018.  See 
also Knop v. Johnson, 655 F. Supp. 871 (W.D. Mich. 1987).  
14 Nkechi Taifa, Nominee, Written Responses to the Committee of the Whole’s Pre-Hearing Questionnaire, 3, 
October 11, 2018. 
15 Supra note 2 at 2.  
16 Supra note 13 at 8.  
17 Id.  
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Based on her impressive credentials, the Committee recommends the appointment of Ms. 
Taifa to the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board.  Ms. Taifa 
has a keen awareness regarding inmate confinement, conditions, and treatment and that expertise 
will be instrumental in continuing to aid the CIC.  The Committee recommends adoption of PR 
22-824. 

 
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  
 
April 9, 2018 PR 22-824, the “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council 

Governing Board Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 2018” is 
introduced by Chairman Mendelson. 

April 10, 2018 PR 22-824 is “read” at a legislative meeting and the referral to the 
Committee of the Whole is official.   

April 13, 2018 Notice of Intent to Act on PR 22-824 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register.  

September 28, 2018 Notice of a Public Hearing on PR 22-824 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register. 

October 18, 2018 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on PR 22-824.   

November 13, 2018 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 22-824. 
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 
 Ms. Taifa is the Council’s appointee to the Board.  The Executive provided no comment 
on Ms. Taifa’s reappointment.  
 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
 
 The Committee received no testimony or comments from Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions on PR 22-824. 
 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 
The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on PR 22-824 on Thursday, October 

18, 2018. The testimony summarized below is from that roundtable.  A copy of the written 
testimony is attached to this report. 

 
Michelle Bonner, Esq., Executive Director, CIC, testified in support of Ms. Taifa’s 

appointment to the Board.  Director Bonner stated that Ms. Taifa’s thorough understanding of the 
District’s criminal justice system will help her make an immediate and significant contribution to 
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the work of the CIC.  She testified that all District residents will continue to benefit from Ms. 
Taifa’s expertise and wisdom when she is a member of the Board.  

 
Charles B. Thornton, Chair, CIC Governing Board, testified in support of Ms. Taifa’s 

appointment to the Board.  
 
Nkechi Taifa, Appointee, testified and answered questions from Chairman Mendelson 

regarding her background and experience as it pertains to the Board and her interest in serving 
another term on the Board. 

 
The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to Ms. Taifa’s 

reappointment.  
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
 
 Members of the Board are appointed pursuant to section 11201a(b) of the National Capital 
Revitalization and Self-Government Improvement Act of 1997, effective October 2, 2010 (D.C. 
Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)), which established the Board. 
 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 
PR 22-824 will have no fiscal impact on the District of Columbia budget or financial plan.  

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(E), members of the Board are not entitled to 
compensation. 

 
 

V I I I .    S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 
Section 1   States the short title of PR 22-824. 

 
Section 2  Appoints Nkechi Taifa as a member of the District of Columbia Corrections 

Information Council Governing Board to serve for a term ending two years 
after the effective date of this resolution. 

 
Section 3  Requires that a copy of the resolution, upon adoption, be transmitted to the 

appointee, the chairperson of the Board, and to the Mayor. 
 
Section 4 Provides that PR 22-824 shall take effect immediately upon the first date 

of publication in the District of Columbia Register. 
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I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 

On November 13, 2018, the Committee of the Whole met to consider PR 22-824, the 
“District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 
2018.”  The meeting was called to order at XX:XX a.m., and PR 22-824 was item XX-X on the 
agenda.  After ascertaining a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, 
Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White present), 
Chairman Mendelson moved both the Print and the Report for PR 22-824 with leave for staff to 
make technical, conforming, and editorial changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the vote 
on both the Print and Report was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, 
Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White 
present).  The meeting adjourned at XX:XX p.m. 

 
 

X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 22-824 as introduced. 

2. Nominee’s response to Committee questions. 

3. Written Testimony.  

4. Legal sufficiency determination.  

5. Committee Print for PR 22-824. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : April 10, 2018

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Monday, April 9, 2018. Copies are available in Room 10, the
Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board
Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 2018", PR22-0824

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services



















 

FROM THE DESK OF  
NKECHI TAIFA ESQ. 
5735 27th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20015 
(202) 641-6605 
ntaifa@verizon.net 
 
 
 
TO:  Chairman Phil Mendelson 
  Committee of the Whole 
  Council of the District of Columbia 
 
FROM:  Nkechi Taifa 
  Nominee for appointment to  
  DC Corrections Information Council Governing Board 
 
RE:  Response to questions posed in October 4, 2018 letter; received on  
  October 11, 2011. 
 
DATE:  October 11, 2018 
 
 
 
1. Below are answers to the questions in lieu of the Financial Disclosure 
Statement: 
 
2. I have no business entity transacting business with the District Government 
in which I have a beneficial interest valued in excess of $5,000 including publicly 
traded stock. 
 
3. I have no business entities transacting any business with the District 
Government from which me or my immediate family have received or are receiving 
income for services rendered in excess of $1000 during the past two years. 
 
4. I have no business entity transacting business with the District Government 
in which me or any member of my immediate family serves as an officer, director, 
partner, or agent.  
 
5. There are no lenders borrowed by me or any member of my immediate 
family in excess of $5000 outside of any loans from a federal or state insured or 
regulated financial institution, or business enterprise regularly engaged in the 
business of providing revolving credit or installment accounts. 

mailto:ntaifa@verizon.net


 
6. Real property located in the District of Columbia in which I have an interest 
with a fair market value in excess of $5,000 are as follows: 
 
5735 27th Street NW Wash., DC 20015 
5919 4th Street NW, Wash., DC 20011 
 
7. Professional licenses - District of Columbia law license 
 
8. Professional organizations: 
 
 District of Columbia Bar 
 National Bar Association  
 Washington Bar Association 
 National Conference of Black Lawyers 
 
9. Boards and commissions connected with the District government 
 Commission on Human Rights –  from around 2002 - 2014 
 
10. Other boards currently member of – African Freedom Fund Treasury 
 
11. I have no outstanding liability for taxes, fees or other payments to the 
District, federal or other state or local governments. 
 
12. Neither myself nor member of immediate family have any financial or other 
interest that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for me in 
performance of my duties as a member of the Commission 
 
13. I have not engaged in any local political activity over the past five years, 
including campaign contributions to a local candidate or political action committee.  
 
14. I had been registered with the federal government as a lobbyist in the past, 
but have not for the past two years.  

15. Why have you agreed to serve and how do you plan to help the Board fulfill 
its role and mission during your time on the Board over the next two years?   

It would be a privilege and an honor to serve on the governing board of the 
Corrections Information Council.  I have agreed to serve because I want to be an 
active part in helping the CIC achieve its mission and goal to help improve and 
maintain high standards in the conditions of confinement of District of Columbia 
residents spread throughout the Federal Bureau of Prisons, the DC Department of 
Corrections, and private contractors.  The role the CIC plays to inspect, monitor and 
report on the conditions of confinement of District residents in facilities across the 
country is critical. I have watched the CIC from afar for years, and have been 
impressed by its professionalism, dedication, and tenacity to make a difference. And 



now fully staffed, and with a soon to be full governing board, the CIC will be even 
better able to attend to the unique needs of incarcerated District residents. 

Over the next two years as part of the CIC board I plan to dedicate quality time and 
attention to assisting the CIC Executive Director and staff to fulfill its mandate to 
inspect, report, and assess, as well as to shine a light on issues of great concern to 
residents in the BOP and DOC. Such issues include serious medical concerns, 
language access issues, visitation, issues of sentence computation, facility issues, and 
others. With such exposure and recommendations from the CIC, it is hoped that 
District stakeholders, including agencies and advocacy organizations, can ensure 
that appropriate corrective action is taken.   
 
 
16.  Please discuss any past and present experiences not already mentioned that 
you believe are relevant to support your appointment as a member of the Board.  
 
I started my legal career as a staff attorney for the National Prison Project of the 
ACLU Foundation during the mid-80s. My responsibilities included touring federal 
facilities and assessing conditions of confinement therein, escorting corrections and 
medical experts through facilities, interviewing prisoners, and taking depositions.  
Since then, most of my professional career has involved issues of criminal justice 
reform. I am looking forward to being part of the governing board of the CIC as it 
carries out its mandate to inspect, monitor and report on the conditions of 
confinement in the prisons, jails, and halfway houses where DC residents are 
incarcerated.  
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A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 

 
22-824 

_______ 
 
 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
 

__________                               
 
To appoint Ms. Nkechi Taifa to the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council 

Governing Board. 
           
 RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 
resolution may be cited as the “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing 
Board Nkechi Taifa Appointment Resolution of 2018”. 
 
 Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia appoints: 

Nkechi Taifa 
5735 27th Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20015 
(Ward 4)  

 
as a member of the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board, 

established by section 11201a(b) of the National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government 

Improvement Act of 1997, effective October 2, 2010 (D.C. Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code § 

24-101.01(b)), for a term to end 2 years after the effective date of this resolution. 

 Sec. 3.  The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 

upon its adoption, to the appointee, the chairperson of the Corrections Information Council 

Governing Board, and the Office of the Mayor. 

 Sec. 4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 

the District of Columbia Register.  
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