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TO: All Councilmembers 
 

FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 

 Committee of the Whole  
 

DATE: June 4, 2019 
 

SUBJECT: Report on PR 23-241, the “Board of Industrial Trades Shawn Ellis Confirmation 

Resolution of 2019” 

 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 23-241, the “Board of Industrial Trades Shawn 

Ellis Confirmation Resolution of 2019” was referred, reports favorably thereon, and recommends 

approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  

 

Proposed Resolution 23-241, the “Board of Industrial Trades Shawn Ellis Confirmation 

Resolution of 2019,” was introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor on April 

22, 2019 and referred to the Committee of the Whole.  The purpose of PR 23-241 is to confirm the 

Mayor’s nomination of Mr. Shawn Ellis for appointment to the Board of Industrial Trades, 

replacing Keith Jones, for a term to end June 26, 2021. 

 

 The Board of Industrial Trades was established to protect the public health, safety, and 

welfare of the citizens of the District by ensuring that individuals engaged in industrial trades have 

the specialized skills and training required to perform such activities for the public. The Board 

license law governs asbestos workers, plumbers, electricians, refrigeration and air conditioning 

mechanics, steam and operating engineers, and those in the elevator trades. The Board may 

establish bonding and insurance requirements, subcategories of licensure, education, and 

experience requirements for licensure, and other requirements. 
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 The Board is comprised of 15 tradespersons who are appointed by the Mayor and licensed 

in the District: Three plumbers, two electricians, two refrigeration and air conditioning mechanics, 

two steam engineers, two asbestos workers, one elevator mechanic, one elevator inspector, one 

elevator contractor, and one consumer member. Table 1 provides a full list of Board of Industrial 

Trades members, including Mr. Ellis. 

 
Table 1. Board of Industrial Trades Membership 

 

 Mr. Ellis currently works at the Hospital for Sick Children (HSC) Pediatric Center in Ward 

5, where he is Director of Facilities. Previously, he worked as first assistant chief engineer at the 

Willard Office Building. Mr. Ellis currently holds a Class 1 and a Class 3 steam engineer license 

in the District and is a member of the International Union of Operating Engineers (Local 99). 

 
I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  

 

April 22, 2019 PR 23-241, the “Board of Industrial Trades Shawn Ellis Confirmation 

Resolution of 2019” is introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the request of 

the Mayor.   

 

May 3, 2019 Notice of Intent to Act on PR 23-241 is published in the DC Register.  

 

May 7, 2019 PR 23-241 is “read” at a Committee of the Whole meeting; on this date the 

referral of the PR to the Committee of the Whole is official and the 90-day 

period for Council review begins.  If this measure is not acted upon by the 

Council before June 22, PR 23-241 will be deemed approved.   

 

May 23, 2019 The Committee of the Whole holds a roundtable on PR 23-241.   

 

June 4, 2019 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 23-241.  

Council 

Resolution 
Member Name Trade Term Expiration 

PR 21-648 Brian Cooper Elevator contractor June 26, 2019 

PR 22-249 Richard Jackson Master plumber June 26, 2020 

PR 22-113 Khidhar Abdulshakur Asbestos worker June 26, 2020 

PR 23-15 Michael Dalton Consumer June 26, 2021 

PR 21-653 Petrick Washington Elevator mechanic June 26, 2019 

PR 22-247 Constantin Rodousakis Master electrician June 26, 2020 

PR 22-50 Terrence Hughes Master plumber June 26, 2020 

PR 23-23 Michael Johnson Master plumber April 16, 2020 

PR 22-248 Garth Grannum Master refrigeration mechanic June 26, 2020 

PR 21-652 Alvin Venson, Sr. Master refrigeration mechanic June 26, 2019 

PR 22-48 Alex Lemu Steam engineer June 26, 2020 

PR 23-14 Robert Louis Smith Master electrician June 26, 2021 

PR 23-241 Shawn Ellis Steam engineer June 26, 2021 

PR 23-242 Courtney Braxton Asbestos worker June 26, 2022 
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I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  

 

Mr. Ellis is the Mayor’s nominee for appointment to the Board of Industrial Trades. 

 
I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  

 

 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission on PR 23-241. 

  
V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  

 

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on PR 23-241 on Thursday, May 23, 

2019.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing.  Submitted copies of testimony are 

attached to this report. 

 

 Shawn Ellis testified before the Committee that he would like to see more transparency 

from the Board. Additionally, Mr. Ellis suggested he would like to find ways to get more people 

into trades jobs. 

 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
 

PR 23-241 is an exercise of the Council’s discretion to approve or disapprove Mayoral 

nominations of subordinate agency heads in the Executive Service, pursuant to § 1-523.01(a) of 

the District of Columbia Official Code.  

 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 

The Office of the Chief Financial Officer indicates that a Fiscal Impact Statement is not 

needed for a confirmation.  

 

 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 

Section 1   States the short title of PR 23-241. 

 

Section 2  Confirms the appointment of Mr. Shawn Ellis to the Board of Industrial 

Trades for a term to end June 26, 2021. 

 

Section 3 Provides that PR 23-241 shall take effect immediately. 
 

 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
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X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 23-241 as introduced. 

 

2. Nominee’s responses to Committee pre-hearing and post-hearing questions.   

 

3. Written Testimony and Comments. 

 

4. Legal Sufficiency Review.  

 

5. Committee Print for PR 23-241. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : April 26, 2019

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Monday, April 22, 2019. Copies are available in Room 10, the
Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Board of Industrial Trades Shawn Ellis Confirmation Resolution of 2019",
PR23-0241

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole. This
resolution will be deemed approved on Saturday, June 22, 2019 without Council
action.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services





















GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Board of Indutrial Trades 
 

 

 

 

Public Roundtable on 
PR23-241, the “Board of Industrial Trades Confirmation 

Resolution of 2019” 
 

Testimony of 
Shawn Ellis   

Nominee for appointment to the Board of Industrial Trades   
 

Before the 
Committee of the Whole 

The Honorable Phil Mendelson, Council Chairman 
 

 

 
John A. Wilson Building  

Room 120 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20004 
 



Good morning Chairman Mendelson and members of the Committee of the Whole. I 

want to first thank you all for allowing me to be able to present myself to you, and I thank Mayor 

Muriel Bowser nominating to be a member of the board of industrial trades.   I would like to 

share a little bit about myself. Growing up in Washington DC, my parents made sure that I 

participated in various programs and summer camps available. Programs such as the HAP 

(Higher Achievement Program) and M.S.I. (Math Science Initiative). I began working in the 

plumbing trade with my father as a teenager. While many of my peers spent their weekends 

hanging out, I spent several of mine learning to repipe houses, and install bathrooms and boilers. 

Learning how to do plumbing work was a huge steppingstone for me and is one of the reasons 

why I sit before you all today. I decided to learn more and take courses as a member of the 

International Union of Operating Engineers (I.U.O.E) or better known as Local 99. After 

receiving my DC 3rd Class Engineer License in 2009, I became the first assistant chief engineer 

at the Willard Office Building, located in downtown Washington, D.C. In 2011, I participated in 

the Freestate Challenge Academy program, located at Aberdeen Proving Grounds. This program 

allowed me to be a big brother to an at-risk teenager. I felt very privilege to be able to play a 

positive, role in a young person’s life.  Currently I am the Director of Facilities at HSC Pediatric 

Center. I have oversight over engineering, safety, security, transportation & biomed.  

I believe that it is imperative, that we all give back to people, an organization, a 

community in some form or fashion. Being selected as a member of the board would give me the 

opportunity to give back to everyone in the stationary engineering field. Having over 15 years of 

experience in the field, I have a clear understanding of what our field needs. I started off as a 

helper and worked my way up to the position that I am in now. I enjoyed going through the 

process of learning about plant operations and obtaining my DC 1st. Class Engineer License. I 



would love to see other aspiring engineers reach their goals as well. My background is a 

testimony to how perseverance, dedication and a praying family can lead to great things.    

If my nomination is confirmed, I would learn our current processes and methods. 

Afterwards I would analyze and see how we can improve. My vision for the board is to ensure 

that we are transparent about all our initiatives to the public. One area I would like to look at it is 

ensuring that all our buildings throughout the city that requires a licensed engineer, is getting 

someone who takes safety seriously and has their facility interest at heart. This is to protect the 

integrity of our license as well. I would look at efforts to get more people interested in the field.  

I appreciate your time and consideration and welcome any questions that you may have 

about my ability to best serve as a member of the Board of Industrial Trades.  
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A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 9 
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IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 13 
 14 
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To confirm the appointment of Mr. Shawn Ellis as a member of the Board of Industrial Trades. 18 
 19 

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 20 
resolution may be cited as the “Board of Industrial Trades Shawn Ellis Confirmation Resolution 21 
of 2019”. 22 

 23 
Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia confirms the appointment of: 24 

Mr. Shawn Ellis 25 
Gallatin Street NW 26 

Washington, DC 20011 27 
(Ward 4) 28 

 29 
as a steam and other operating engineer licensed in the District member of the Board of 30 

Industrial Trades, in accordance with section 1002 of the Second Omnibus Regulatory Reform 31 

Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 20, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-261; D.C. Official Code § 47-32 

2853.06(d)), and pursuant to section 2 of the Confirmation Act of 1978, effective March 3, 1979 33 

(D.C. Law 2-142; D.C. Official Code § 1-523.01), to replace Keith Jones, for a term to end June 34 

26, 2021. 35 

 Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 36 

upon its adoption, to the nominee and to the Office of the Mayor. 37 
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 Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 38 


