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TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole  
 
DATE: September 17, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Report on Bill 23-303, the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2018”   
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which Bill 23-303, the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way 
Designation Act of 2019” was referred, reports favorably thereon, and recommends approval by 
the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  

 On May 17, 2019, Bill 23-303, the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2019” 
was introduced by Councilmember Allen to symbolically designate the alley in Square 965, in 
Ward 6, as Al and Mary Arrighi Way.  Typically, a symbolic naming is for ceremonial purposes 
and shall be in addition to and subordinate to any name that is an official name.   

 
 Al Arrighi was born in Pawtucket, Rhode Island but spent most of his adult life in the 
District of Columbia.  He taught in District of Columbia Public Schools and also had a 30-year 
career with the Department of Defense working on education policy for the armed services.  
However, he was probably best known for his commitment to his Capitol Hill neighborhood where 
he was sometimes referred to as the Mayor of the 100 block of 10th Street, N.E.  Mr. Arrighi died 
on December 20, 1998 and the Council subsequently acted to symbolically name the alley in the 
square where his home stood as “Al Arrighi Way.”1 
 

 
1 D.C. Law 13-106, effective May 9, 2000. 
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 The Committee Report for that legislation stated: “In memory of Al Arrighi, who with his 
wife Mary, contributed greatly to the improvement and unity of their neighborhood, the residents 
of the 100 blocks of 10th and 11th streets, N.E., and the 1000 block of Massachusetts and 
Constitution Avenues, N.E., petitioned the Council to designate the alley in that square in his 
honor.” 
 
 After her husband’s passing, Mary Arrighi carried on her and Al’s leadership in the 
community.  She continued to greet new arrivals on the block and organize neighborhood 
gatherings.  Mary Arrighi was also born in Pawtucket, Rhode Island.  She and Al met while she 
was a teenager and they were married in 1966.  Before coming to the District, Mary studied nights 
to complete her Bachelor’s degree and then earned her Master’s in Public Policy, all while raising 
two children and working at the University of New Hampshire.2 
 
 Mary Arrighi passed away on September 1, 2017.  Shortly thereafter, many of her and Al’s 
neighbors who had been the beneficiaries of her continued leadership in the neighborhood 
petitioned the Council to add her name to the symbolic designation of the alley named for her late 
husband.  As was testified to extensively at a public hearing on the proposal, the couple were 
unified in their leadership in the neighborhood and the community is very much supportive of 
updating the symbolic name to include her.  The attached testimony speaks directly from those 
who knew Mary Arrighi of her contributions to the community. 
 
 Legal Background  
 
 The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 
1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-204.01 et seq.) (“Act”) establishes procedures for 
closing streets and alleys, opening new streets and alleys, naming public spaces, and other 
procedures related to streets and alleys.  The Act authorizes the Council to symbolically or 
officially designate or change the name of any public space in the District of Columbia, including 
streets and alleys.3  In October 2016, the Act was amended to create a clear distinction between 
official and symbolic street and alley namings and to establish distinct processes and requirements 
for each type of naming.4 
 
 An “official name” refers to the legal designation of an alley or a street for mailing address 
and other purposes,5 whereas a “symbolic name” for a street or alley shall be in addition to and 
subordinate to any name that is an official name.6  An official name of an alley shall contain the 
suffix “Alley” or “Court.”7  A symbolic name of a street or alley shall contain only the suffix 
“Way” or “Plaza.”8  As established by Bill 23-303, “Al and Mary Arrighi Way” is a symbolic 
street designation for the alley located in Square 965. 

 
2 Obituary of Mary Arrighi, WASHINGTON POST, September 15, 2017. 
3 See D.C. Official Code § 9-204.01 et seq.   
4 See D.C. Law 21-0161, effective from Oct. 8, 2016, Published in the DC Register Vol 63 and Page 12933.   
5 D.C. Official Code § 9-201.01(5A).   
6 D.C. Official Code § 9-204.03a(a).  
7 D.C. Official Code § 9-204.03(c). 
8 D.C. Official Code § 9-204.03a(c). 
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 The Act also establishes a notice requirement for symbolic designations.  Pursuant to D.C. 
Official Code § 9-204.23(b), the ANC in which the symbolic designation is located must be put 
on notice of the public hearing regarding the proposed naming.9  On November 7, 2017 ANC 6A 
was put on notice by the office of Ward 6 Councilmember Charles Allen who introduced Bill 22-
586.  In addition, the ANC had already voted to support such a naming on October 12, 2017. 
 
 Prior to consideration of a designation by the Council, the Mayor shall provide to the 
Council a surveyor’s plat of the alley or street and adjacent properties.10  This has been done, and 
the plat is attached to this report.  After the symbolic street or alley designation legislation becomes 
law and all conditions required by the Council and the Act have been satisfied, the District 
Department of Transportation (“DDOT”) shall install signage indicating the symbolic name of the 
alley or street, or portion thereof.  Additionally, the Surveyor of the District of Columbia shall 
record a copy of such act and the Surveyor’s plat in the Office of the Surveyor.11 
 

Symbolically designating the alley in Square 965 as Al and Mary Arrighi Way will honor 
the legacy of Al and Mary Arrighi.  Thus, the Committee of the Whole recommends the approval 
of Bill 23-303, the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2019.” 

 
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  

November 7, 2017 Bill 22-586, the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2017” is 
introduced by Councilmember Allen.  

 
November 17, 2018 Notice of Intent to Act on Bill 22-586 is published in the DC Register.  
 
November 21, 2017 Bill 23-303 is officially read at the regularly scheduled Committee of the 

Whole meeting and referred to the Committee of the Whole. 
 
January 19, 2018 Notice of Public Hearing on Bill 22-586 is published in the DC Register.  
 
February 16, 2018  A revised Notice of Public Hearing on Bill 22-586 is published in the DC 

Register.  
 
February 26, 2018 A Public Hearing is held on Bill 22-586 by the Committee of the Whole. 
 
May 17, 2019 Bill 23-303, the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2018” is 

introduced by Councilmember Allen.  
 

 
9 Notably, D.C. Official Code § 9-204.23(b) does not specify a time requirement as to when an ANC must be put on 
notice of a public hearing regarding a symbolic designation.   
10 See D.C. Official Code § 9-204.21(g). 
11 D.C. Official Code § 9-204.24(c). 



Committee of the Whole   September 17, 2019 
Report on Bill 23-303  Page 4 of 6 
 
 
May 20, 2019 Bill 23-303 is officially read at the regularly scheduled Committee of the 

Whole meeting and referred to the Committee of the Whole. 
 
May 28, 2019 Notice of Intent to Act on Bill 23-303 is published in the DC Register.  
 
September 17, 2019 The Committee of the Whole marks up Bill 23-303. 
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  

Todd McIntyre, Chief of Staff, Office of the Director, District Department of 
Transportation, testified that the Executive has “no objection” to the street designation.  His 
testimony is attached as well as summarized below.   

 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A voted 6-0 in support of the symbolic designation 
contained in Bill 23-303.  A letter memorializing that vote is attached.  

 
 

V .   S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on several bills including Bill 22-586 
on Monday, February 26, 2018.  The testimony summarized below pertains to Bill 22-586 
(reintroduced as Bill 23-303).  Pursuant to Council Period 23 rule 501(a)(2), an additional hearing 
on Bill 23-303 is not required.   

 
Copies of written testimony are attached to this report. 

 
 Mike Soderman, Commissioner, ANC 6A03, testified in support of Bill 23-586 and noted 
that ANC 6A was supportive of the symbolic designation for both Al and Mary Arrighi. 
 
 Jeff Fletcher, Public Witness, testified in support of Bill 23-586 and described Ms. 
Arrighi’s commitment to the neighborhood. 
 
 Mark J. Ugoretz, Public Witness, testified in support of Bill 23-586 and his desire to 
commemorate both Al and Mary Arrighi with the designation. 
 
 
 The Committee received written testimony which is attached to this report.  The Committee 
received no testimony or comments in opposition to Bill 23-303.  
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V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  

Bill 23-303 has no impact on existing law.  D.C. Official Code § 9-204.0112 authorizes the 
Council to name any public space.  D.C. Official Code § 9-204.03(a) authorizes the Council to 
designate a symbolic name for an alley “that shall be in addition to and subordinate to any name 
that is an official name.”13  Bill 23-303 symbolically designates the 1300 Block of W Street, N.W. 
as “Al and Mary Arrighi Way.”  Additionally, “a symbolic name of a street or alley shall contain 
only the suffix Way or Plaza,” such as proposed by Bill 23-303.14  Lastly, the Act provides that, 
with limited exception, no public space shall be named in honor of any living person or in honor 
of any person who has been deceased less than two years.15  Mr. Arrighi died in 1998 and Ms. 
Arrighi died in September 2017. 
 

  
V .  V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  

Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2019 through fiscal year 2022 budget and financial 
plan to implement the provisions of the proposed legislation.  Because the cost to the District 
Department of Transportation (DDOT) is an estimated $60 per official sign for fabrication and 
$110 for installation, the cost of Bill 23-303 can be absorbed, as noted in the Fiscal Impact 
Statement (attached).  

 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  

Section 1  States the short title of Bill 23-303. 

Section 2  Symbolically designates the alley in Square 965 as “Al and Mary Arrighi 
Way.” 

   
Section 3 Adopts the Fiscal Impact Statement. 

Section 4 Establishes the effective date by stating the standard 30-day congressional 
review language.  

 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  

On December 4, 2018, the Committee met to consider Bill 23-303, the “Al and Mary 
Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2018.”  The meeting was called to order at 11:37 a.m., and Bill 
23-303 was item III-E on the agenda.  After ascertaining a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and 
Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, 
and T. White present; Councilmember McDuffie absent), Chairman Mendelson moved both the 

 
12 Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 1983 (D.C. Law 4-201). 
13 D.C. Code § 9-204.03(a).  
14 D.C. Code § 9-204.03(c). 
15 See D.C. Code § 9-204.05.  
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committee print and committee report for Bill 23-303 with leave for staff to make technical, 
conforming, and editorial changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the vote on the print and 
report was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, 
Gray, Grosso, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White voting aye; Councilmember 
McDuffie absent).  The meeting adjourned at 3:31 p.m. 

 
 

X .   A T T A C H M E N T S  

1. Bill 23-303 as introduced 

2. Written Testimony 

3. Committee Report for Bill 13-268 (without attachments) 

4. Letter from ANC 6C 

5. Surveyor’s Plat 

6. Fiscal Impact Statement for Bill 23-303 

7. Legal Sufficiency Determination for Bill 23-303 

8. Committee Print for Bill 23-303 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : November 08, 2017

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Tuesday, November 7, 2017. Copies are available in Room 10,
the Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2017", B22-0586

INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Allen

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services





























District of Columbia Government 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Box 75115 
Washington, DC  20013   

 

 

 

November 6, 2017 

 

Councilmember Charles Allen 

Suite 110 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20004 

 

Dear Councilmember Allen,    

 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on October 12, 2017, 1 our 

Commission voted 6-0 (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support 

modifying the name of Al Arrighi Way to become Al and Mary Arrighi Way.  The alley 

is located in Square 965 and has entrances from 10th and 11th Streets and from 

Constitution Avenue. 

 

Mary Arrighi, like her husband Al, was a community leader, the motivator for 

neighborhood projects, a help to the community at large, and the driving force for a 

closer neighborhood. She organized the continuing spring and fall alley parties that are 

attended by many nearby neighbors.  

 

Your assistance providing for this endeavor is requested and appreciated.  Please be 

advised that Commissioner Mike Soderman and I are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 

6A for this matter.    

 

On Behalf of the Commission, 

 
Phil Toomajian 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A   

 

                                                        
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 

6a@yahoogroups.com, and newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print 

advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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 5 
A BILL 6 

  7 
 8 

23-303 9 
   10 

 11 
IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 12 

 13 
__________ 14 

 15 
To symbolically designate the alley located in Square 965 located between 10th Street N.E. and 16 

11th Street, N.E., and Constitution Avenue, N.E., in Ward 6, as Al and Mary Arrighi 17 
Way. 18 

 19 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 20 

act may be cited as the “Al and Mary Arrighi Way Designation Act of 2019”. 21 

Sec. 2. Designation. 22 

Pursuant to sections 401, 403a, and 423 of the Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition 23 

Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code §§ 9-24 

204.01, 9-204.03a, and 9-204.23), the Council symbolically designates the alley located in 25 

Square 965, between 10th Street, N.E., and 11th Street, N.E., and Constitution Avenue, N.E., in 26 

Ward 6, as “Al and Mary Arrighi Way”.   27 

Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement. 28 

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal 29 

impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, 30 

approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a). 31 

 Sec. 4.  Effective date. 32 

This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the 33 

Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as 34 



provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 35 

24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code §1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of 36 

Columbia Register.  37 
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