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TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole  
 
DATE: December 3, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Report on PR 23-542, “Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area 

Transit Authority Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 2019” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 23-542, the “Board of Directors of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 
2019” was referred, reports favorably thereon, and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  
 
On October 29, 2019, PR 23-542, the “Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan 

Area Transit Authority Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 2019” was introduced by 
Chairman Mendelson.  The purpose of PR 23-542 is to appoint Ms. Stephanie Gidigbi to replace 
Councilmember Jack Evans as a member of the Board of Directors of the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA Board) for a term to end June 30, 2021.    

 
Ms. Gidigbi is a Ward 8 resident.  She received her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 

and Communication from Kean University and her Master of Arts in Strategic Communication 
from Seton Hall University.  Currently, Ms. Gidigbi serves as Director of Policy and Partnership 
– Healthy People Thriving Communities Program for the Natural Resources Defense Council.  In 
this role she is responsible for advocating for transformative policy solutions to advance more 
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equitable outcomes for communities, and for elevating national discussions focused on issues of 
systemic inequities related to transportation, housing, environmental, and community 
development.  Before working at the Natural Resource Defense Council, Ms. Gidigbi served as 
Director of Strategic Initiatives for the U.S. Department of Transportation.  She was in charge of 
implementing priorities related to President Obama’s and Secretary Anthony Foxx’s Economic 
Opportunity Agenda to spur economic investment and create workforce opportunities.  Ms. 
Gidigbi also advised Secretary Foxx on emerging transportation policies that improved access to 
economic opportunity.  Prior to joining the U.S. Department of Transportation, Ms. Gidigbi 
worked at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as the New Jersey Director of 
Public Engagement for the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force, which was a Task Force 
created by President Obama.  Furthermore, she served as Chief of Staff to Mayor Eldridge 
Hawkins for the City of Orange Township in New Jersey, and as a Senior Legislative Assistant for 
Congressman Donald M. Payne.  As a Senior Legislative Assistant, her portfolio included foreign 
affairs, appropriations, housing, and transportation policy issues.  Ms. Gidigbi is a member of the 
American Planning Association, the Conference of Minority Transportation Officials, the Urban 
Land Institute, WTS International, and the American Public Health Association.   

 
The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is a regional 

instrumentality that was created in 1967 through an interstate compact between the District of 
Columbia, the State of Maryland, and the Commonwealth of Virginia to plan, develop, finance, 
and operate a regional transportation system in the Washington metropolitan area.1  Pursuant to 
the Compact, WMATA is governed by the WMATA Board.  The purpose of the WMATA Board 
is not only to govern WMATA, but to develop policies and provide oversight for the management, 
maintenance, funding, and operation of the transportation system.   

 
The WMATA Board is composed of eight principal directors (voting members) and eight 

alternate directors (non-voting members).  The Signatories to the Compact – the District of 
Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia – and the federal government are required to appoint two voting 
members and two non-voting members to the WMATA Board.2  The members, both voting and 
non-voting, are appointed by the Council of the District of Columbia (representing the District), 
the Washington Suburban Transit Commission (representing Maryland), the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Commission (representing Virginia), and the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (representing the federal government).3  Voting and non-voting members may be 
removed or suspended from office only as provided by the law of the Signatory from which he or 
she was appointed.4 

 
In 2012 the Council approved the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board 

of Directors Act in 2012 (WMATA Board of Directors Act).5  The purpose of the WMATA Board 
of Directors Act was to establish requirements for the appointment and service on the WMATA 

 
1 See generally Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Compact, approved November 6, 1966 (80 Stat. 
1324; D.C. Official Code § 9-1107.01 et seq.) [hereinafter Compact].  
2 Compact § 5.  
3 Id.  
4 Id.  
5 (D.C. Law 19-286; D.C. Official Code § 9-1108.11).  
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Board for members appointed by the Council.6  Furthermore, it required a District appointee: (a) 
to have experience on issues that would be useful to serving on the WMATA Board; (b) to be a 
patron of the services provided by WMATA; (c) to only serve two consecutive four-year terms; 
(d) to file an annual report with the Council each calendar year regarding his or her attendance 
record, and an affirmation that the member uses bus, rail, or paratransit services provided by 
WMATA; (e) to not have been an employee of WMATA within one year of appointment to the 
WMATA Board; (f) to serve at the pleasure of the Council; and (g) to adhere to the District’s Code 
of Conduct.7 

 
Table 1: Membership of the Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

Resolution # Appointing Authority  Position Appointee Term Expiring* 

PR 23-542 District of Columbia Principal Director  Stephanie Gidigbi  June 30, 2021 
 District of Columbia Principal Director Vacant  June 30, 2023  
R.19-152 District of Columbia Alternate Director  Tom Bulger June 30, 2020 
R.22-606 District of Columbia Alternate Director  Jeff Marootian June 30, 2022  
 Maryland Principal Director Michael Goldman  

(Vice-Chair) 
N/A 

 Maryland Principal Director Pete K. Rahn N/A 
 Maryland Alternate Director Kathy Porter N/A 
 Maryland Alternate Director Thomas Graham N/A 
 Virginia Principal Director Paul C. Smedberg 

(Chair) 
N/A 

 Virginia Principal Director Christian Dorsey N/A 
 Virginia Alternate Director Catherine Hudgins N/A 
 Virginia Alternate Director Matt Letourneau N/A 
 Federal Government  Principal Director David Horner N/A 
 Federal Government Principal Director Steve McMillin N/A 
 Federal Government Alternate Director Devin Rouse N/A 
 Federal Government  Alternate Director  Anthony E. Costa  N/A 

*Term expiration dates as provided by WMATA Board of Directors Act. 
 

During the hearing, Ms. Gidigbi testified that her professional career, lived experience, and 
commitment to public transit, bus and rail, makes her qualified to serve as a member of the 
WMATA Board of Directors.8  Ms. Gidigbi highlighted her experience as a transit advocate, and 
told the Committee that she believes that it is critical to keep WMATA safe, reliable, affordable, 
and accountable to its users.9  Ms. Gidigbi’s professional career, to date, has given her the 

 
6 Committee on Government Operations, Report on Bill 19-744, the “Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority Board of Directors Act of 2012”, Page 2, November 8, 2012.   
7 D.C. Official Code § 9-1108.11.  WMATA Board members appointed by the Council must have experience in one 
of the following areas: transit planning, transportation planning, land use planning, transit or transportation 
management or other public-sector management, engineering, finance, public safety, homeland security, human 
resources, law, or knowledge of the WMATA region’s transportation issues.   
8 Stephanie Gidigbi, Nominee, Testimony before the DC Council Committee of the Whole, 1, November 26, 2019.   
9 Id.  
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opportunity to work with local, state, and federal government officials on public policy solutions 
that promote economic, social, and environmental benefits for communities.10  She added that her 
work with transportation leaders on policy issues while at the U.S. Department of Transportation 
will allow her to bring a new voice and perspective to the WMATA Board.11  Ms. Gidigbi is 
confident that she will be an effective representative on the WMATA Board for the District. 12 

 
If appointed, Mr. Gidigbi is “committed to seeing WMATA work for the District of 

Columbia, riders, and the region.”13  In addition, she will work to bring a more equitable and 
sustainable transit system for the region, which includes a focus on bus rapid transit service and 
improved accessibility for people with disabilities and senior citizens.14  Ms. Gidigbi plans to 
advocate to keep WMATA affordable because she understands the disproportionate impact fare 
increases have on lower-income residents, especially residents that rely on bus service.15  
Furthermore, she is committed to: advocating for the return of full late-night service; seeing 
improved community relations between transit law enforcement and riders of the system; ensuring 
the WMATA system is safe for riders and employees; identifying alternative strategies to address 
fare evasion; and to make the necessary investments to increase service and to improve 
reliability.16    

 
Based on her impressive credentials, the Committee recommends the appointment of Ms. 

Gidigbi to serve on the WMATA Board.  The Committee supports Ms. Gidigbi’s commitment to 
ensure proper investments are being made to meet the needs of all users no matter where they live 
or their economic status.  Moreover, the Committee supports Ms. Gidigbi’s focus on bus service 
and equitable access to the WMATA system.  This perspective will bring value to the WMATA 
Board.  The Committee believes that Ms. Gidigbi’s expertise working on transportation public 
policy issues on the local and federal levels makes her more than qualified to serve on the WMATA 
Board.   

 
Finally, the Committee believes Ms. Gidigbi meets the requirements to serve on the 

WMATA Board pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 9-1108.11 as she has experience in transit 
planning, transportation planning, land use planning, transit and transportation and public-sector 
management, and knowledge of the WMATA region’s transportation issues; and she is a regular 
user of the services provided by WMATA.  For the reasons stated above, the Committee 
recommends adoption of PR 23-542. 

 

 
10 See Stephanie Gidigbi, Nominee, Written Responses to the Committee of the Whole’s Prehearing Questionnaire, 
Page 4, November 22, 2019.  (Attached to Report).  
11 Id. at 3.  
12 Id. at 4.  
13 Supra note 8.  
14 Id. at 4-5.  
15 Id. at 2.  
16 Id. at 2-4.  
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I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  
 
October 29, 2019 PR 23-542, the “Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area 

Transit Authority Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 2019” is 
introduced by Chairman Mendelson.  

November 5, 2019 PR 23-542 is “read” at a Legislative Meeting and the referral to the 
Committee of the Whole is official. 

November 8, 2019 Notice of Intent to Act on PR 23-542 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register.  

November 8, 2019 Notice of a Public Hearing on PR 23-542 is published in the District of 
Columbia Register.  

November 26, 2019 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on PR 23-542.   

December 3, 2019 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 23-542.  
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 
Ms. Gidigbi is the Council’s appointee to the WMATA Board.  The Executive provided no 

comment on Ms. Gidigbi’s appointment. 
 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
 
 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission on PR 23-542. 
 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 
The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on PR 23-542 on Tuesday, November 

26, 2019.  Copies of the testimony are attached to this report.  
 
David Alpert, Executive Director, Greater Greater Washington, testified in support of PR 

23-542.  He testified that Ms. Gidigbi, as a regular transit rider, has a direct understanding of the 
needs and challenges facing residents that use WMATA.  He also stated that she understands that 
WMATA cannot operate in a vacuum and not listen to the needs of residents.   

 
Kirsten Allen, Deputy National Press Secretary, Presidential Campaign, testified in 

support of PR 23-542.  Ms. Allen testified that Ms. Gidigbi has excellent communication skills 
and can be counted on to get the root of issues and offer up real solutions. 
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Maura Brophy, Director of Transportation and Infrastructure, Federal City Council, 
testified in support of PR 23-542.  She testified that Ms. Gidigbi has the experience needed to be 
a strong champion of WMATA, prioritizing the needs of the system, and working to ensure that 
WMATA continues to serve its role as the backbone of our regional transportation network. 

 
Taunya A. Melvin, Co-Pastor, New Solid Rock Church Ministries, Inc., testified in 

support of PR 23-542.  Pastor Melvin testified that Ms. Gidigbi will be a great asset to the WMATA 
Board and will do an excellent job. 

 
Lee Schoenecker, Public Witness, testified in support of PR 23-542.  Mr. Schoenecker 

testified that Ms. Gidigbi should be appointed to the WMATA Board because her  knowledge of 
transportation and climate change and resiliency issues, and her political experience.   

Christopher A. Coes, Vice President, Land Use and Development, Smart Growth 
America, testified in support of PR 23-542.  He stated that Ms. Gidigbi’s national expertise 
navigating the challenges and opportunities facing public transit agencies today will bring a much-
needed perspective to the WMATA Board.   

 
Michael Sindram, Public Witness, did not testify in support of or in opposition to PR 23-

542.   
 
Nikko Bilitza, DC Jobs with Justice, did not testify in opposition to PR 23-542.  He stated 

that the Committee should ensure that Ms. Gidigbi is committed to having the WMATA system 
work for workers and riders alike.  

 
David Stephen, Political and Legislative Director, Metropolitan Washington Council, 

AFL-CIO, did not testify in support of or in opposition to PR 23-542. 
 
Jossie Steinberg, Public Witness, testified in support of PR 23-542.  Ms. Steinberg testified 

that she is eager for Ms. Gidigbi to serve on the WMATA Board as she will make sure that 
WMATA builds an inclusive process of stakeholders to make the system on the best in the country. 

 
Brian Wivell, Political Organizer, ATU Local 689, testified in support of PR 23-542.  He 

stated that ATU Local 689 is impressed with her qualifications and her past work on developing 
equitable transit systems.  However, he testified that the Council should ask Ms. Gidigbi on her 
opinion on the issues of privatization and whether private contractors play a role in the future of 
WMATA.    

 
Stephanie Gidigbi, Appointee, testified and answered questions from Chairman 

Mendelson and Councilmembers White, Silverman, and Allen regarding her background and 
experience as it pertains to the Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority and her interest in serving on the WMATA Board.   

 
Councilmembers White and Silverman asked Ms. Gidigbi about her thoughts regarding the 

privatization of WMATA operations.  Ms. Gidigbi did not speak in favor of or against the 
privatization of WMATA operations.  However, she promised to look into the impacts of 



Committee of the Whole                                                                                      December 3, 2019 
Report on PR 23-542                                                                                            Page 7 of 8 
 
 
privatization on WMATA employees and the employees of the contractors.  She also testified that 
she will ensure that all employees are treated fairly and equitably, and are provided proper wages 
and benefits.  

 
Testimony Submitted for the Record  
 
Anthony R. Foxx, Former Secretary U.S. Department of Transportation, submitted a 

statement in support of PR 23-542.  He wrote that Ms. Gidigbi will be a valued addition to the 
WMATA Board because she is a collaborative leader, particularly on issues related to 
transportation equity, access, and economic inclusion.  Secretary Foxx added that Ms. Gidigbi’s 
work garnered the respect of colleagues, career staff, advocates, and elected officials across the 
nation.  

 
Stephanie J. Jones, President, The Call to Justice Foundation, submitted a statement in 

support of PR 23-542.  Ms. Jones wrote that Ms. Gidigbi has a sharp and creative mind, a fierce 
work ethic, and an extraordinary ability to transform ideas from concept into reality.   

 
Todd Brogan, Organizer, ATU International, submitted a statement not in support of or 

in opposition to PR 23-542.  His statement raised concerns of WMATA’s privatization of its 
operations and its impact on District businesses and agencies.    

 
The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to Ms. Gidigbi’s 

appointment. 
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
 
Members appointed by the Council to serve on the Board of Directors of the Washington 

Metropolitan Area Transit Authority are appointed pursuant to section 5 of the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Compact, approved November 6, 1966 (80 Stat. 1324; D.C. 
Official Code § 9-1107.01(5)), and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of 
Directors Act of 2012, effective April 27, 2013 (D.C. Law 19-286; D.C. Official Code § 9-
1108.11). 

 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 
PR 23-542 will have no fiscal impact on the District of Columbia budget or financial plan.  

Pursuant to section 6 of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Compact, approved 
November 6, 1966 (80 Stat. 1324; D.C. Official 9-1107.01(6)), members of the Board of Directors 
of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority are not entitled to compensation. 
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V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 

Section 1   States the short title of PR 23-542. 
 

Section 2  Confirms the appointment of Stephanie Gidigbi as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority to 
serve a term to end on June 30, 2021. 

 
Section 3  Requires that a copy of the resolution, upon adoption, be transmitted to the 

appointee, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, and to the 
Office of the Mayor.  

 
Section 4 Provides that PR 23-542 shall take effect immediately upon the first date 

of publication in the District of Columbia Register. 
 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 
 On December 3, 2019, the Committee of the Whole met to consider PR 23-542, the “Board 
of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Stephanie Gidigbi 
Appointment Resolution of 2019.”  The meeting was called to order at XX:XX a.m., and PR 23-
542 was item XX-X on the agenda.  After ascertaining a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and 
Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, 
R. White, and T. White present), Chairman Mendelson moved for approval of the Committee Print 
and Report, with leave for staff to make technical, conforming, and editorial changes.  After an 
opportunity for discussion, the vote on the Print and Report was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson 
and Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, 
Todd, R. White, and T. White, voting aye).  The meeting adjourned at XX:XX p.m. 
 
 

X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 23-542 as introduced. 

2. Nominee’s response to Committee questions. 

3. Written testimony.  

4. Legal sufficiency determination.  

5. Committee Print for PR 23-542. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : November 04, 2019

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Tuesday, October 29, 2019. Copies are available in Room 10,
the Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 2019", PR23-0542

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services















 

Stephanie Gidigbi 
 

 

 

November 22, 2019 

 

 

Chairman Phil Mendelson  

Council of the District of Columbia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 504 

Washington, DC 20004   

RE: PR 23-542, Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 2019 

Dear Chairman Mendelson, 

  

Thank you for the honor to be considered for an appointment to the Board of Directors of the 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA Board).  As requested, please find 

my response to the council questions, per your letter dated November 15, 2019.  

 

1. Please provide a copy of the Financial Disclosure Statement you filed with the Office of 

Campaign Finance or the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability.  If you have 

not filed a Financial Disclosure Statement, please provide answers to questions 2-8 in lieu 

of that statement. 

I have not filed a Financial Disclosure Statement, with the Office of Campaign 

Finance or the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability. As a result, I have 

provided answers to questions 2-8 in lieu of that statement. 

2. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business with the District 

Government in which you have a beneficial interest valued in excess of $5,000, including 

publicly traded stock. 

N/A (Not Applicable) – There are NO business entities transacting any business with 

the District Government in which I would have a beneficial interest valued in excess 

of $5,000, including publicly traded stock. 

3. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business (including 

consulting) with the District Government from which you or your immediate family have 

received (or are receiving) income for services rendered in excess of $1,000 during the past 

two years. 

N/A (Not Applicable) – There are NO business entities transacting any business with 

the District Government from which I nor my immediate family have received (or are 

receiving) income for services rendered in excess of $1,000 during the past two years. 
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4. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting business with the District 

Government in which you or any member of your immediate family serves as an officer, 

director, partner, or agent.  Also list the position(s) held, a brief description of the entity, 

and any other pertinent details. 

N/A (Not Applicable) – There are NO business entities transacting business with the 

District Government in which I nor any member of my immediate family serves as an 

officer, director, partner, or agent.   

5. Please provide the name of any lender and the amount of liability for each outstanding 

liability borrowed by you or any member of your immediate family in excess of $5,000.  

Do not include loans from a federal or state insured or regulated financial institution, or 

from any business enterprise regularly engaged in the business of providing revolving 

credit or installment accounts. 

N/A (Not Applicable) 

6. Please list the location of all real property located in the District of Columbia in which you 

have an interest with a fair market value in excess of $5,000. 

768 Upsal St SE; Washington, DC 20032 

7. Please list all professional and occupational licenses held by you. 

N/A (Not Applicable) 

8. Please list any professional organizations of which you are currently a member. 

• American Planning Association (APA), Member 

• Conference of Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO), Member 

• Urban Land Institute, ULI, Associate Member 

• WTS International - DC Chapter, Member 

• American Public Health Associations (APHA), Member 

9. Please list all boards and commissions connected with the District government on which 

you are or have been a member and include the term of service for each. 

N/A (Not Applicable) 

10. Please list any other boards (e.g. Boards of Directors of a non-profit) on which you are a 

member. 

N/A (Not Applicable) 
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11. Do you have any outstanding liability for taxes, fees, or other payments to the District, 

federal, or other state or local governments, either contested or uncontested?  If so, please 

provide documentation of attempts to pay the amount owed or to resolve the disputed 

claim. 

No – I do NOT have any outstanding liability for taxes, fees, or other payments to the 

District, federal, or other state or local governments, either contested or uncontested. 

12. Do you or any member of your immediate family have any interest, financial or otherwise, 

that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for you in performance of your 

duties as a member of the WMATA Board? 

No – I do NOT have any members in my immediate family that have any interest, 

financial or otherwise, that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for 

me in performance of my duties as a member of the WMATA Board. 

 

13. Please describe any local political activity (i.e. the District of Columbia local elections or 

campaigns) that you have engaged in over the past five years, including any campaign 

contributions to a local candidate or political action committee. 

 

I am a registered voter in the District of Columbia that actively votes in local elections.  

 

14. Are you registered with any local, state, or federal government to lobby?  If so, list the 

jurisdiction(s) in which you are registered. 

No – I am not registered with any local, state, or federal government to lobby. 

 

15. Do you understand how much time will be required of you to serve on the WMATA Board 

and do you commit to spend that time? 

 

Yes, I understand the approximate amount of time required to serve on the WMATA 

Board and commit to create the time needed. 

 

16. Why have you agreed to serve, and how do you plan to help the WMATA Board fulfill its 

role and mission during your time on the WMATA Board? 

 

In summary, I have agreed to serve as a principle member of the Board of Directors 

for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority WMATA because I am 

committed to seeing WMATA work for the District of Columbia, riders, and the 

region. As a transit advocate and user of the system, keeping Metro safe, reliable, 

affordable, and accountable to its users is critical to me. Professionally, I believe my 

experience at the United States Department of Transportation and working with 

Transportation leaders nationally will provide a new voice & perspective to the board. 
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17. Please discuss any past and present experiences not already mentioned that you believe are 

relevant to support your appointment as a member of the WMATA Board.  

 

I have worked with leaders at every level of government to champion public policy 

solutions that promote economic, social, and environmental benefits for communities.  I 

served as a political appointee for the Obama Administration at the U.S. Department of 

Transportation and U.S. Housing and Urban Development. During my tenure I elevated 

the role of transportation in revitalizing communities, creating pathways to jobs, 

expanding access to economic opportunity, and promoting a safety culture that considers 

all.  I am proud of the various initiatives, we developed as part of the Administrations’ 

Opportunities Agenda that provided technical assistance to local leaders, elevated best 

practices, and supported good public investment strategies. As a former Chief of Staff 

working for the Mayor of the City of Orange, NJ; I understand the challenges facing 

jurisdictions related to infrastructure, transportation, economic development, labor 

relations, and the importance of community outreach.  As a former Capitol Hill staffer, 

I understand the role of the federal government and its impact to region. I am confident 

that I will be valued member of the WMATA Board and effective representative for the 

district.  

 

 

I welcome the opportunity to discuss my qualifications in detail and address any additional questions 

by the Council, during the nomination hearing scheduled for Tuesday, November 26, 2019.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Stephanie Gidigbi 
 

 

 

 

























































DRAFT COMMITTEE PRINT   1 
Committee of the Whole  2 
December 3, 2019 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 8 
 9 

23-542 10 
____________ 11 

 12 
 13 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 14 
 15 

____________ 16 
 17 
 18 
To appoint Ms. Stephanie Gidigbi as a member of the Board of Directors of the Washington 19 
 Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 20 
 21 
 RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 22 

resolution may be cited as the “Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 23 

Authority Stephanie Gidigbi Appointment Resolution of 2019”. 24 

 25 
 Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia appoints: 26 

Ms. Stephanie Gidigbi 27 
Upsal Street, SE 28 

Washington, D.C. 20032 29 
(Ward 8) 30 

as a member of the Board of Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, in 31 

accordance with section 5 of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Compact, 32 

approved November 6, 1966 (80 Stat. 1324; D.C. Official Code § 9-1107.01(5)), and the 33 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Board of Directors Act of 2012, effective April 34 

27, 2013 (D.C. Law 19-286; D.C. Official Code § 9-1108.11), replacing Councilmember Jack 35 

Evans, for the remainder of an unexpired term to end June 30, 2021.  36 



 Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 37 

upon its adoption, to the appointee, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, and to 38 

the Office of the Mayor. 39 

 Sec. 4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 40 

the District of Columbia Register. 41 
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