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Directors Brian Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 2019” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 23-551, “Washington Convention and Sports 
Authority Board of Directors Brian Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 2019” was referred, 
reports favorably thereon with technical amendments, and recommends approval by the Council. 
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I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  
 
 On October 31, 2019, Proposed Resolution 23-551, the “Washington Convention and 
Sports Authority Board of Directors Brian Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 2019” was 
introduced by Chairman Phil Mendelson at the request of the Mayor.  PR 23-551 would confirm 
the Mayor’s nomination of Mr. Brian Kenner for appointment as a member of the Washington 
Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors for a four-year term to end May 16, 2023.   
 
 Mr. Kenner is a Ward 1 resident.  He received his Bachelor of Arts in Biology from the 
University of Iowa and his Master of Public Policy with a concentration in Public Sector Financial 
Analysis and Urban Economic Development from Harvard University – Kennedy School of 
Government.  After earning his Master’s degree, he served as a Presidential Management Fellow 
under the Clinton Administration, and worked at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the 
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Overseas Private Investment Corporation, and the Office of Management and Budget.1  Mr. 
Kenner also served in the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development, 
first as Chief Operating Officer and then as Deputy Mayor.  As Deputy Mayor for Planning and 
Economic Development, he led economic development planning, strategy, and implementation for 
Washington, DC.  Some of the projects that he oversaw as Deputy Mayor include the Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center Campus, the Wharf, Franklin School, Stevens School, the New 
Communities Initiative, St. Elizabeths East Campus, and Grimke School.2  Currently, Mr. Kenner 
serves as an economic development official at Amazon.  In this role, he supports investments and 
expansions of economic development projects in the Washington, DC metropolitan area and the 
Northeast Region of the United States.3  
 
 The Washington Convention and Sports Authority (Events DC) is an independent authority 
of the District government pursuant to the Washington Convention Sports Authority and Sports 
and Entertainment Commission Merger Amendment Act of 2009, effective March 3, 2010 (D.C 
Law 18-111; D.C. Official Code § 10-1201.01 et seq.) (the Act).  The Act merged the DC Sports 
and Entertainment Commission with the Washington Convention Center Authority, which was 
established in 2004, to create one organization to promote the District as a sports, entertainment, 
and special events destination.   
 
 The mission of Events DC is two-fold: (1) generate economic and community benefits for 
the District by creating the premier event experience; and (2) promote Washington, D.C. as a 
world-class tourist destination.  Events DC owns, operates, and serves as the landlord for: the 
Walter E. Washington Convention Center (Convention Center); the Historic Carnegie Library at 
Mount Vernon Square (Carnegie Library); the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium (RFK) - 
including the RFK Festival Grounds and the Skate Park at RFK; the DC Armory; the Entertainment 
and Sports Arena (ESA); the Gateway DC and R.I.S.E. Demonstration Center on the grounds of 
the St. Elizabeths East Campus; and Nationals Park.   
 
 Events DC is governed by the Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of 
Directors (Board), which is comprised of 12 members.  The purpose of the Board is not only to 
govern Events DC, but to develop policies for the management, maintenance, and operation of the 
convention center and District sports and entertainment facilities.4 
 
 Of the 12 members, three members are the Chief Financial Officer of the District of 
Columbia, the President of the Hotel Association of Washington, DC, and an individual designated 
by the Mayor; they serve as ex-officio voting members.5  The Mayor is required to appoint nine 
public members, all of whom shall be District residents, with the advice and consent of the 
Council.6  Public members of the Board are appointed to four-year terms.7  Of the nine public 
members, one shall be from the hotel industry, one shall be from the restaurant industry, one shall 

 
1 Brian Kenner, Nominee, Testimony before the DC Council Committee of the Whole, 3, November 26, 2019. 
2Id. at 2. 
3 Id. at 4.  
4 See D.C. Official Code § 10-1202.06.  
5 D.C. Official Code § 10-1202.05. 
6 Id.  The Mayor also must appoint the Chairperson of the Events DC Board.    
7 Id.  
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be from organized labor, and the remaining six shall have proven expertise in municipal finance, 
business finance, economic development, construction, sports, entertainment, or tourism.8    
 
Table 1: Membership of the Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors (Events DC Board) 
Resolution # Position Appointee Term 

Expiring: 
PR 23-551 Proposed Mayoral Appointee  

(Expertise in Economic Development)  
Brian Kenner May 16, 2023 

R.23-272 Mayoral Appointee  
(Chairperson) (Expertise in Municipal Finance)  

Max Brown   May 16, 2023 

R.23-199 Mayoral Appointee  
(Expertise in Business Finance and Restaurant Industry 
Representative) 

Alan Bubes   May 16, 2023 

R.22-487 Mayoral Appointee 
(Hotel Industry Representative)  

Julio Haddock-Ortiz May 16, 2022 

R.22-485 Mayoral Appointee 
(Expertise in Municipal Finance)  

Linda Greenan  May 16, 2022  

R.22-176 Mayoral Appointee 
(Organized Labor Representative)  

John Boardman May 16, 2021  

R.22-177 Mayoral Appointee 
(Expertise in Business Finance) 

Cheryl Doggett  May 16, 2021 

R.22-486 Mayoral Appointee 
(Expertise in Economic Development and Construction) 

George Simpson  May 16, 2020  

R.22-74 Mayoral Appointee 
(Expertise in Business Finance) 

Denise Rolark Barnes May 16, 2020 

 Ex-Officio Voting Member  
(OCFO) 

Jeffrey S. Dewitt N/A 

 Ex-Officio Voting Member  
(President of the Hotel Association of Washington, DC) 

Solomon Keene, Jr. N/A 

 Ex-Officio Voting Member  
(Mayoral Designee) 

John Falcicchio N/A 

   
 From early 2015 to mid-2019, Mr. Kenner served as the Mayor’s designee – ex-officio 
voting member – on the Board.  While serving on the Board, he helped oversee Events DC’s 
promotion of numerous events and festivals, the marketing of the District at the SXSW annual 
conference, the historic restoration of the Carnegie Library in partnership with Apple, and the 
development of the Entertainment Sports Arena.9  His service as Deputy Mayor and on the Board 
helped reinforce his belief that economic development plays a critical role in the District’s 
economic welfare and cultural vitality.10  
 
 During the Committee’s public hearing on PR 23-551, Chairman Mendelson asked Mr. 
Kenner about potential conflicts of interest with his current role at Amazon, and whether he had 
an agenda before joining the Board such as building a new football stadium on the RFK Campus.  
Mr. Kenner testified that he is not aware of any potential conflicts and that if there was a conflict, 
he would recuse himself from the issue, and he would disclose it and would seek advice from the 
agency’s general counsel.  As for RFK Campus, Mr. Kenner stated that he does not plan to bring 
up the return of the football team when he joins the Board.  

 
8 Id.  
9 Supra note 1, at 4.  
10 Id.  
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 If appointed, Mr. Kenner will provide consistent direction to Events DC’s staff in support 
of the development and implementation of initiatives that generate economic and community 
benefits for the District.11  He has agreed to serve because he wants to further the District’s 
economy by continuing to diversify the tax revenue streams the District receives from Events 
DC.12  Further, Mr. Kenner believes that Events DC should focus on providing world-class 
experiences for residents and visitors in order to showcase the District.13 
 
 The Committee believes Mr. Kenner meets the requirements to serve as a member of the 
Board pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 10-1202.05(a)(3) as he has an expertise in economic 
development.  His extensive public service background and his knowledge of economic 
development strategies for the District government has given him useful experience to serve as a 
member on Board.  Moreover, his previous stint on the Board, as the Mayor’s designee, makes 
him more than qualified to serve on the Board.  The Committee recommends adoption of PR 23-
551. 
 
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y   
 
October 31, 2019 PR 23-551, the “Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of 

Directors Brian Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 2019” is introduced by 
Chairman Mendelson at the request of Mayor Bowser. 

 
November 5, 2019 PR 23-551 is “read” at the November 5, 2019 Legislative meeting; on this 

date the referral of the PR to the Committee of the Whole is official and the 
90-day period for Council review begins.  If this measure is not acted upon 
by the Council before February 12, 2020, PR 23-551 will be deemed 
disapproved.   

 
November 8, 2019 Notice of Intent to Act on PR 23-551 is published in the District of 

Columbia Register. 
 
November 8, 2019 Notice of Public Hearing on PR 23-551 is published in the District of 

Columbia Register. 
 
November 26, 2019 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on PR 23-551. 
 
December 17, 2019 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 23-551. 
 
 

 
11 Brian Kenner, Written Responses to the Committee of the Whole’s Pre-Hearing Questionnaire, 3, November 15, 
2019. (Attached to the Report). 
12 Id.  
13 Id.   
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I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 

Mr. Brian Kenner is the Mayor’s nomination for appointment to the Washington 
Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors. 

 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
  

 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission on PR 23-551. 
 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on PR 23-551 on Tuesday, November 
26, 2019.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing.  A copy of the written testimony 
provided to the Committee is attached to this report. 

 
Brian Kenner, Nominee, testified and answered questions from Chairman Mendelson 

regarding his background and experience as it pertains to the Washington Convention and Sports 
Authority Board of Directors and his interest in serving on the Board.  

 
The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to Mr. Kenner’s 

appointment. 
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
  
 Members of the Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors are 
appointed pursuant to Section 205 of the Washington Convention Center Authority Act of 1994, 
effective September 28, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-188; D.C. Official Code § 10-1202.05).  
 
 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 

PR 23-551 will have no fiscal impact on the District of Columbia budget or financial plan.  
Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 10-1202.05(k), members of the Washington Convention and 
Sports Authority Board of Directors are not entitled to compensation. 

 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 
Section 1  States the short title of Proposed Resolution 23-551. 
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Section 2  Confirms the appointment of Brian Kenner as a member of the Washington 

Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors for a four-year term to 
end May 16, 2023.   

 
Section 3 Requires that a copy of the resolution, upon adoption, be transmitted to the 

nominee and to the Office of the Mayor. 
 
Section 4 Provides that the resolution will take effect once approved by the Council.  
 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 
 On December 17, 2019, the Committee met to consider PR 23-551, the “Washington 
Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors Brian Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 
2019.”  The meeting was called to order at XX:XX a.m., and PR 23-551 was item XX-X on the 
agenda.  After ascertaining a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, Bonds, 
Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White present), 
Chairman Mendelson moved en bloc the Print and the Report for PR 23-551 with leave for staff 
to make technical, conforming, and editorial changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the 
vote on the Print and Report was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Allen, 
Bonds, Cheh, Evans, Gray, Grosso, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd, R. White, and T. White 
voting aye).  The meeting adjourned at XX:XX p.m. 
 
 

X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 23-551 as introduced. 
 

2. Nominee’s response to Committee questions.   
 

3. Written testimony.   
 

4. Legal Sufficiency Determination. 
 

5. Committee Print for PR 23-551. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : November 05, 2019

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Thursday, October 31, 2019. Copies are available in Room 10,
the Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors Brian
Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 2019", PR23-0551

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole. This
resolution will be deemed disapproved on Wednesday, February 12, 2020 without
Council action.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services



















 

 

 

The Honorable Phil Mendelson, Chairman 

Council of the District of Columbia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 504 

Washington, D.C. 20004     

 

 

 

Chairman Mendelson:  

 

Please see my responses to your questions sent on November 15, 2019 below.  

 

1. Please provide a copy of the Financial Disclosure Statement you filed with the Office of 

Campaign Finance or the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability.  If you have not 

filed a Financial Disclosure Statement, please provide answers to questions 2-8 in lieu of 

that statement. 

See Questions 2-8.  

2. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business with the District 

Government in which you have a beneficial interest valued in excess of $5,000, including 

publicly traded stock. 

None. 

3. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business (including 

consulting) with the District Government from which you or your immediate family have 

received (or are receiving) income for services rendered in excess of $1,000 during the past 

two years. 

I currently do not have any business entity transactions with the District Government. However, 

my current employer may have ongoing business transactions with the District Government that 

I’m not aware of or invited with. 

4. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting business with the District 

Government in which you or any member of your immediate family serves as an officer, 

director, partner, or agent.  Also list the position(s) held, a brief description of the entity, 

and any other pertinent details. 

None. 

5. Please provide the name of any lender and the amount of liability for each outstanding 

liability borrowed by you or any member of your immediate family in excess of $5,000.  Do 

not include loans from a federal or state insured or regulated financial institution, or from 

any business enterprise regularly engaged in the business of providing revolving credit or 

installment accounts. 

None.  

6. Please list the location of all real property located in the District of Columbia in which you 

have an interest with a fair market value in excess of $5,000. 

1650 Beekman Place Apt D, Washington DC 20009 
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7. Please list all professional and occupational licenses held by you. 

None.  

8. Please list any professional organizations of which you are currently a member. 

None.  

9. Please list all boards and commissions connected with the District government on which you 

are or have been a member, and include the term of service for each. 

Washington DC Economic Partnership (WDCEP) 2015-2019 

Washington Sports and Convention Center Authority (Events DC) 2015-2019 *ex-officio 

Washington DC Housing Authority (DCHA) 2015-2019 

10. Please list any other boards (e.g. Boards of Directors of a non-profit) on which you are a 

member. 

None.  

11. Do you have any outstanding liability for taxes, fees, or other payments to the District, 

federal, or other state or local governments, either contested or uncontested?  If so, please 

provide documentation of attempts to pay the amount owed or to resolve the disputed 

claim. 

No.  

12. Do you or any member of your immediate family have any interest, financial or otherwise, 

that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for you in performance of your 

duties as a member of the Events DC Board? 

No.  

13. Please describe any local political activity (i.e. the District of Columbia local elections or 

campaigns) that you have engaged in over the past five years, including any campaign 

contributions to a local candidate or political action committee. 

 

Mayor Muriel Bowser Re-Elect 2017 - $500  

 

14. Are you registered with any local, state, or federal government to lobby?  If so, list the 

jurisdiction(s) in which you are registered. 

 

No.  

 

15. Do you understand how much time will be required of you to serve on the Events DC Board 

and do you commit to spend that time? 

 

Yes.  
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16. Why have you agreed to serve, and how do you plan to help the Events DC Board fulfill its 

role and mission during your time on the Events DC Board?  Include in your answer what 

you believe should be the priorities of the Events DC Board and specific challenges you see 

for Events DC.  

 

I have agreed to serve because I believe strongly in furthering DC’s economy through continuing 

to diversify its tax revenue streams and providing cultural/entertainment amenities for residents 

and visitors.  I plan to help Events DC Board fulfill its mission by supporting Events DC staff in 

the development and implementation of programs, initiatives, and events that generate economic 

and community benefits for the City.  A challenge not unique to Events DC is ensuring the Board 

provides consistent direction to the staff of the organization. I believe priorities for Events DC 

should be to provide world-class experiences for residents and visitors that showcase the best that 

Washington DC has to offer.   

 

 

17. Please discuss any past and present experiences not already mentioned that you believe are 

relevant to support your appointment as a member of the Events DC Board.  

 

Please see my testimony. 

 

   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Brian Kenner 
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Good Afternoon, Chairman Mendelson, members, and staff of the Committee of the Whole.  My 

name is Brian Kenner and I thank you for giving me the opportunity to appear before you to 

provide testimony on my nomination to the Board of Directors of the Washington Convention 

and Sports Authority, also known as Events DC.  I am grateful to Mayor Bowser for nominating 

me and appreciate her support and confidence to serve on this board. I would also like to thank 

you, Chairman Mendelson, for holding this public hearing.   

I am a Ward 1 resident and have lived in Washington, DC for the last 21 years.   I attended the 

University of Iowa and subsequently completed a master’s degree in public policy from Harvard 

University, before moving to Washington, DC in 1998.  One of my first memories of 

Washington was walking around Penn Quarter and the then newly constructed MCI Center.   

Since moving to DC, I have pursued a career focused on economic development and effective 

public private partnerships.  I was a Presidential Management Fellow under the Clinton 

Administration and worked at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Overseas 

Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), and Office and Management and Budget (OMB).   

During my work in the federal government, I saw first-hand the importance and value of public 

private partnerships and their role in improving the daily lives of everyday people. For the next 

nine years of my career I worked in the private sector primarily focused on supporting federal 

agencies and public interests.  First, I served as a manager at Ernst & Young in their real estate 

advisory services practice, consulting to a variety of federal and local government organizations. 

As a vice president at Jones Lang LaSalle in their Public Institutions Group, where my work was 

focused on consulting to federal government clients with large real estate holdings. Finally, at 

Fannie Mae, I was a senior investment manager in their multifamily equity group, supporting 

workforce housing initiatives nationwide.  
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After close to a decade in the private sector, I became interested in moving back to the public 

sector. I became the Chief of Staff in the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic 

Development in 2009 under Mayor Fenty, and continued in this role through 2013 under Mayor 

Gray.  In 2013, I was appointed City Manager for the City of Takoma Park, Maryland.  This role 

expanded the breadth of my managerial capabilities and responsibilities and gave me a 

comprehensive understanding of the provision of all city services for the benefit of residents.   

In 2015, I was asked by Mayor Bowser to be the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic 

Development (DMPED), an opportunity I eagerly accepted.  Serving DMPED and the residents 

of the District of Columbia enabled me to continue to work to support economic development in 

DC proper, and in the surrounding region.  I wanted our projects to be focused on increasing tax 

revenue, growing jobs for DC residents, and supporting affordable housing. Many projects were 

completed or significantly advanced under my leadership, including the redevelopment of the 

Walter Reed Army Medical Center Campus, and other significant development projects such as 

the Wharf, Franklin School, Stevens School, numerous phases of the New Communities 

initiative, St. Elizabeths East Campus, and Grimke School.   

In addition to real estate projects, my tenure as Deputy Mayor was also focused on furthering the 

economic vitality of the District of Columbia through new initiatives, such as the establishment 

of a new inclusive innovation incubator on Howard University’s campus to support 

entrepreneurs from diverse social and cultural backgrounds, advancing women and minorities in 

technology, and developing new air routes from the DC region to India, Hong Kong, and El 

Salvador. I also worked to increase tourism and economic activity across the Washington 

Metropolitan Area, craft a new five-year economic development strategy for the District of 

Columbia, significantly increased funding to support affordable housing, and created new grant 
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programs to support mixed use projects, specifically targeting zip codes experiencing greater 

than 10 percent unemployment. One of the most memorable achievements during my time at 

DMPED was enabling the construction of a new grocery store in a food desert in Ward 8, Good 

Food Market, through one of our newly created grant programs.    

As Deputy Mayor, I also had an opportunity to promote DC regionally, nationally, and 

internationally, working with organizations like Events DC, the Metropolitan Restaurant 

Association, the Hotel Association of Washington DC, and Destination DC.  I consider myself 

fortunate to have worked alongside great ambassadors for DC, such as Greg O’Dell and Elliott 

Ferguson, and to have sat on the boards of the organizations they lead, while I was Deputy 

Mayor.  My involvement with these organizations reinforced my belief in the critical role that 

economic development plays in the overall economic welfare and cultural vitality of DC.  

During my previous tenure as a board member of Events DC, I had the opportunity to work with 

many of the current board members whom I deeply respect. Together, we helped to promote the 

success of important projects such as: the Cherry Blossom Festival, Jazz Festival, CitiOpen, the 

historic restoration of the Carnegie Library in partnership with Apple, the marketing of DC at the 

SXSW annual conference, and development of the Entertainment and Sports Arena on the St. 

Elizabeths East Campus, hosts to the WNBA Champions, the Washington Mystics.   

Currently, I work in Amazon’s Economic Development Group, supporting investments and 

expansions in the DMV and the Northeastern Region of the United States.  This role allows me 

to continue to work with economic development focused organizations throughout the region to 

support workforce development, transportation, and public private partnerships.  
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Events DC plays an important role driving economic activity for Washington DC by supporting 

and sponsoring cultural programs, tourism initiatives, sporting events, and conventions.  Were I 

to be confirmed, my goal as a board member of Events DC would be to work intensively with 

Events DC staff and fellow board members, and all of the organization’s stakeholders to create 

amazing experiences for residents, visitors, and local communities – promoting the economic 

and cultural vitality of the city I call home and that I have grown to love so much.  

Thank you for allowing me to testify today and am happy to answer any questions you have for 

me.   
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A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 7 
 8 

23-551 9 
_________________ 10 

 11 
IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 12 

 13 
_________________ 14 

 15 
To confirm the appointment of Mr. Brian Kenner as a member of the Washington Convention and 16 

Sports Authority Board of Directors.  17 
 18 

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 19 

resolution may be cited as the “Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors 20 

Brian Kenner Confirmation Resolution of 2019”. 21 

Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia confirms the appointment of: 22 
 23 

Mr. Brian Kenner 24 
1650 Beekman Place, NW 25 

Washington, DC 20009 26 
(Ward 1) 27 

 28 
as a public member of the Washington Convention and Sports Authority Board of Directors, which 29 

was established by section 205 of the Washington Convention Center Authority Act of 1994, 30 

effective September 28, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-188; D.C. Official Code § 10-1202.05), for a term to 31 

end on May 16, 2023.   32 

Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 33 

upon its adoption, to the nominee and to the Office of the Mayor. 34 

Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 35 
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