AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE					
January 30, 2020
					

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION
					_________________
IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
[bookmark: _GoBack]23-231
To declare the Sense of the Council that the District of Columbia is committed to equitable funding for all schools. 

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this resolution may be cited as the “Sense of the Council Urging Fair and Equitable Funding for Ward 8District of Columbia Schools Resolution of 20192020”.” 

Sec. 2. The Council finds that:
(1) Funding for the District of Columbia public schools, both DCPS and charter schools, has not kept up with inflation, and, looking back 6 years, the system is currently underfunded by approximately $60 million. Ward 8 schools in comparison to all wards are the most negatively impacted due to the most massive loss in enrollment projections, and therefore budget allocation. 
(2) We continue to see individual DCPS school budgets decrease, even when their enrollment has remained steady or decreased minimally. Ward 8 has the largest percentage of “at-risk” students (80%+). 
(3) Budget cuts are destabilizing for students; often teachers are let go and programs are reshuffled.
(4) In FY2020, 31 school budgets saw a decrease. Twenty-six of those schools are located in Wards 7 and 8, highlighting a funding disparity of significant concern. Ward 8 schools are at a greater disadvantage and per the FY2020 proposed budget these schools will be inequitably funded. 
(5) Neighborhoods in Wards 7 and 8 have the highest numbers of at-risk students, and over the past five years, the number of at-risk students in DCPS in both wards has increased, while the number of at-risk students elsewhere in the city has decreased. Ballou High School & Anacostia High School have a budget loss of $484,775. 
(6) Schools in wards 7 and 8 have lower shares of high-performing schools than other wards. Hart Middle School had a zero change in enrollment but with a budget loss of $132.978.
(7) (7)  Inadequately funding the education of at-risk students, coupled with reducing individual DCPS school budgets, contributes to declining enrollments in individual schools, leading to further student exodus ad funding cuts, and a cycle destructive to establishing quality schools. Garfield Elementary School, Hendley Elementary School, Martin Luther Elementary School, Moten Elementary School, Savoy Elementary School, and Malcolm X Elementary School, all had minimal loss but a drastic budget loss of $2,971,823.
(8) A total budget loss of $4,645,277 for 10 Schools, with 4,067 Students. 
(9) A real budget loss, including FY2020 without Security & Staff Cost Increase, loss of $10,705,621 for 15 schools.
Sec. 3.	It is the sense of the Council that: 
(1) Schools should be funded at a level appropriate to its students’ needs; We believe in supporting students in Ward 8 schools and therefore our commitment to finding solutions that will nurture academic success.
(2) Budgeting for schools for FY2021 should begin with the previous fiscal years funding level, not less; and 
(3) The UPSFF for FY2021 should increase by at least 4 percent, and there should be additional funding for other school-related programming that addresses mental health, social emotional supports, attendance, literacy, and birth-to-three programming that improves academic success. We support finding solutions to addressing funding issues for Ward 8 schools and ensuring future funding reflects the Council’s commitment for fair and equitable funding.. 
Sec. 4. Transmittal.
The Secretary Council shall transmit copies of this resolution , upon its adoption, to the Mayor, Chancellor of the District of Columbia Public Schools, State Superintendent of Education and the District of Columbia State Board of Education. 
Sec. 5.	Effective Date.
This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 
the District of Columbia Register.
