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TO: All Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson 
 Committee of the Whole 
 
DATE: February 4, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Report on PR 23-196, the “District of Columbia Commemorative Works 

Committee Otto Condon Confirmation Resolution of 2020” 
 

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 23-196, the “District of Columbia 
Commemorative Works Committee Otto Condon Confirmation Resolution of 2020” was referred, 
reports favorably thereon and recommends approval by the Council. 
  
 
 CONTENTS 
  

I. Background And Need ...............................................................1 
II. Legislative Chronology ..............................................................3 
III. Position Of The Executive .........................................................4 
IV. Comments Of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions ..............4 
V. Summary Of Testimony .............................................................4 
VI. Impact On Existing Law ............................................................4 
VII. Fiscal Impact ..............................................................................5 
VIII. Section-By-Section Analysis .....................................................5 
IX. Committee Action ......................................................................5 
X. Attachments ...............................................................................5 

 
 

I .  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  N E E D  
 

On March 20, 2019, PR 23-196, the “District of Columbia Commemorative Works 
Committee Otto Condon Confirmation Resolution of 2020,”1 was introduced by Chairman 
Mendelson at the request of the Mayor.  The purpose of PR 23-196 is to confirm the Mayor’s re-
nomination of Mr. Otto Condon for appointment to the Commemorative Works Committee for a 
three-year term expiring July 22, 2022.  Mr. Condon is currently a resident of Ward 1. 

 
Mr. Condon is an Urban Design Principal at ZGF Architects, LLP.  He has been extensively 

involved in development projects for downtowns, neighborhoods, housing, transit, and institutions 
in several cities and a wide range of site-specific contexts, including master plans, streetscapes, 
public realm improvements, transit infrastructure, and low impact development.  Mr. Condon has 
considerable experience working with local and federal agencies, developers, business 

 
1 Originally introduced as the “District of Columbia Commemorative Works Committee Otto Condon Confirmation 
Resolution of 2019” 
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improvement districts, and community organizations. He led the consultant team for the SW 
Ecodistrict Plan project in Washington, DC – the first formally accepted Ecodistrict in the United 
States.  His urban design and planning approach focuses on solutions that address place-making, 
balancing modes of transportation, pedestrian access and safety, sustainability, and complex 
implementation strategies.  Mr. Condon has completed urban design projects in all eight wards 
and has focused on the District’s underserved communities.   

 
At the public hearing on his nomination, Mr. Condon testified that he has focused his 

professional work on place-making and environmental stewardship because a high-quality Public 
Realm provides an opportunity to integrate art, community history, and “story telling” for all to 
experience.   
 

The Commemorative Works Committee (CWC) was established by the “Commemorative 
Works on Public Space Act of 2000,” effective April 4, 2001 (D.C. Law 13-275; 48 DCR 1627). 
The CWC advises and recommends to the Mayor and the Council a disposition of each application 
to place a commemorative work on public space in the District.  The Committee is to develop 
criteria to review, evaluate, and approve commemorative works in the District, review all 
applications for commemorative works, refer applications to affected Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions and the National Capital Memorial Commission for comment, and then recommend 
to the Mayor and Council a disposition of each application.2 

 
The CWC is to be composed of 12 voting members: three citizen members, each appointed 

by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council for a 3-year term, and nine government 
officials or their designated representatives.  The government officials are: the Director of the 
Office of Planning (who shall serve as chair); the Director of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation; the Director of the Department of Public Works; the Chief Property Management 
Officer; the Executive Director of the Commission on the Arts and Humanities; the Chairperson 
of the Historic Preservation Review Board; the Secretary of the District of Columbia; the Director 
of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, and the Director of the Department of 
Housing and Community Development.  The citizen members of the CWC must display an active 
interest or ability in the visual arts, architecture, civic design, or history.3 
 

As transmitted by the Mayor, the resolution appointing Mr. Condon was inadvertently 
drafted to have the term ending on July 22, 2021.  However, all citizen appointee seats run on a 
three-year cycle meaning that Mr. Condon is being appointed to a term that expires July 22, 2022.  
A letter from the Mayor confirming this correction has been received and attached to this report.  
A history of the terms, listing the citizen members of the CWC, is provided below. 

 

 
2 D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 9-204.12 (2016). 
3 D.C. OFFICIAL CODE § 9-204.13 (2016). 
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Table A: Citizen Members of the Commemorative Works Committee 

Member Council Resolution Term Expiration 

Otto Condon* PR 23-460 7/22/2022 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2022 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2022 

Otto Condon R 21-602 7/22/2019 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2019 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2019 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2016 

Tendani Mpulubusi El R 20-730 7/22/2016 

Barbara Deutsch R 20-682 7/22/2016 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2013 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2013 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2013 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2010 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2010 

Vacant N/A 7/22/2010 

David Lorren Retland R 16-339 7/22/2007 

Robert Sockwell R 15-792 7/22/2007 

Dorothy Height R 15-791 7/22/2007 

Alexander Padro R 14-131 7/22/2004 

Robert Sockwell R 14-133 7/22/2004 

Dorothy Height R 14-132 7/22/2004 
* Nominee, will be reappointed as a member if confirmed by the Council. 

 
As a District resident who is a civic-minded professional urban designer, Mr. Otto Condon 

will add value and expertise to the work of the CWC during consideration of future 
commemorative works applications.  Accordingly, the Committee recommends the confirmation 
of Mr. Otto Condon as a citizen member of the Commemorative Works Committee. 
 
 

I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  C H R O N O L O G Y  
 

March 20, 2019 PR 23-196, “Commemorative Works Committee Otto Condon 
Confirmation Resolution of 2020,” is introduced by Chairman Phil 
Mendelson at the request of the Mayor. 
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March 29, 2019 Notice of Intent to act on PR 23-196 is published in the District of Columbia 

Register. 

April 2, 2019 PR 23-196 is “read” at a legislative meeting and the referral to the 
Committee of the Whole is official. 

January 10, 2020 Notice of a Public Roundtable is published in the District of Columbia 
Register. 

January 16, 2020 The Committee of the Whole holds a public roundtable on PR 23-635. 

February 4, 2020 The Committee on the Whole marks-up PR 23-635. 
 
 

I I I .  P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  
 

Mr. Otto Condon is the Mayor’s nominee for appointment to the Commemorative Works 
Committee. 

 
 

I V .  C O M M E N T S  O F  A D V I S O R Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C O M M I S S I O N S  
  

 The Committee received no testimony or comments from any Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission. 
 
 

V .  S U M M A R Y  O F  T E S T I M O N Y  
 

The Committee of the Whole held a Public Hearing on PR 23-196 on Thursday, January 
16, 2020.  The testimony summarized below is from that hearing.   

 
Otto Condon, Nominee, testified to the lack of meetings of the CWC and that the Executive 

hopes to reinvigorate the CWC in the coming months.  During his term, the only project reviewed 
by was the Marion S. Barry, Jr. Statue at the Wilson Building – a review which was somewhat 
cursory.  He also answered several questions about how the CWC may be reformed in the future.  
Mr. Condon separately provided answers to prehearing questions submitted by the Committee.  
His answers are attached to this report. 

 
The Committee received no testimony or comments in opposition to the nominee. 
 
 

V I .  I M P A C T  O N  E X I S T I N G  L A W  
  
 Members of the Commemorative Works Committee (CWC) are appointed pursuant to 
section 412 of D.C. Law 4-201, The Street and Alley Closing Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, 
effective March 10, 1983 as amended by D.C. Law 13-275 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code 
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§ 9-204.12) which establishes the CWC, and in accordance with section 2 of the Confirmation Act 
of 1978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-142; D. C. Official Code § 1-523.01). 

V I I .  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  
 

The approval of PR 23-196 will have no fiscal impact on the District of Columbia budget 
or financial plan.  Members of the Committee are not compensated. 
 
 

V I I I .  S E C T I O N - B Y - S E C T I O N  A N A L Y S I S  
 
Section 1  States the short title of PR 23-196. 

Section 2 Approves the nomination for appointment of Otto Condon to the 
Commemorative Works Committee for a term to end on July 22, 2019.  

Section 3 Directs transmittal of the resolution to the nominee and the Mayor.   

Section 4 Effective date. 
 
 

I X .  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N  
 

On October 11, 2016, the Committee met to consider PR 23-196, the “District of Columbia 
Commemorative Works Committee Otto Condon Confirmation Resolution of 2016.”  The meeting 
was called to order at 10:50 a.m., and PR 23-196 was item III-A on the agenda.  After ascertaining 
a quorum (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Alexander, Allen, Bonds, Cheh, Evans, 
Grosso, May, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd and White present), Chairman Mendelson 
moved en bloc the report and the print with leave for staff to make technical, editorial, and 
conforming changes.  After an opportunity for discussion, the vote on both the report and print 
was unanimous (Chairman Mendelson and Councilmembers Alexander, Allen, Bonds, Cheh, 
Evans, Grosso, May, McDuffie, Nadeau, Silverman, Todd and White voting aye).  The meeting 
adjourned at 12:37 p.m. 

 
 

X .  A T T A C H M E N T S  
 

1. PR 21-460 as introduced. 

2. Testimony and Nominee’s response to Committee questions. 

3. Letter from the Mayor regarding term length. 

4. Legal Sufficiency Determination. 

5. Committee Print for Proposed Resolution 23-196. 



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

 Washington D.C. 20004

Memorandum

To : Members of the Council

From : Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council

Date : March 25, 2019

Subject : Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office
of the Secretary on Wednesday, March 20, 2019. Copies are available in Room 10,
the Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "District of Columbia Commemorative Works Committee Otto Condon
Confirmation Resolution of 2019", PR23-0196

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to the Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
      Budget Director
      Legislative Services













 

 

 

January 9, 2020  

         

Mr. Otto Condon  

 12th Place, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

 

Dear Mr. Condon,  

 Congratulations on being nominated for reappointment to the Commemorative Works 

Committee (Committee).  As you know, the appointment is subject to confirmation by the Council.  

The Committee of the Whole has scheduled a public roundtable on your nomination for Thursday, 

January 16, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 120 of the John A. Wilson Building.  Enclosed is a 

copy of the roundtable notice. 

 

1. Please provide a copy of the Financial Disclosure Statement you filed with the Office of 

Campaign Finance or the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability.  If you have 

not filed a Financial Disclosure Statement, please provide answers to questions 2-8 in lieu 

of that statement. See 2-8 

2. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business with the District 

Government in which you have a beneficial interest valued in excess of $5,000, including 

publicly traded stock. Principal, ZGF Architects, LLP  

3. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting any business (including 

consulting) with the District Government from which you or your immediate family have 

received (or are receiving) income for services rendered in excess of $1,000 during the past 

two years. Principal, ZGF Architects, LLP 

4. Please provide the name of each business entity transacting business with the District 

Government in which you or any member of your immediate family serves as an officer, 

director, partner, or agent.  Also list the position(s) held, a brief description of the entity, 

and any other pertinent details. Principal, ZGF Architects, LLP 

5. Please provide the name of any lender and the amount of liability for each outstanding 

liability borrowed by you or any member of your immediate family in excess of $5,000.  

Do not include loans from a federal or state insured or regulated financial institution, or 

from any business enterprise regularly engaged in the business of providing revolving 

credit or installment accounts. None 

6. Please list the location of all real property located in the District of Columbia in which you 

have an interest with a fair market value in excess of $5,000.  

Personal Residence,  12th Place NW, Ward 1 

7. Please list all professional and occupational licenses held by you.  

American Institute of Certified Planners 

8. Please list any professional organizations of which you are currently a member.  

American Planning Association, Urban Land Institute, Lambda Alpha International – 

George Washington 
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9. Please list all Boards and Commissions connected with the District government on which 

you are or have been a member, and include the term of service for each.  

Commemorative Works Commission, Since 2016 

10. Please list any other Committees (e.g. Boards of Directors of a non-profit) on which you 

are a member. None 

11. Do you have any outstanding liability for taxes, fees, or other payments to the District, 

federal, or other state or local governments, either contested or uncontested?  If so, please 

provide documentation of attempts to pay the amount owed or to resolve the disputed 

claim. None 

12. Do you or any member of your immediate family have any interest, financial or otherwise, 

that may directly or indirectly pose a conflict of interest for you in performance of your 

duties as a member of the Committee? No 

13. Please describe any local political activity (i.e. the District of Columbia local elections or 

campaigns) that you have engaged in over the past five years, and itemize any campaign 

contributions to a local candidate or political action committee. None 

 

14. Why have you agreed to serve another term and how do you plan to continue to help the 

Committee fulfill its role and mission during your time on the Committee?  I have been 

encouraged to continue on the Committee by discussions in Dec 2019 with Committee 

members to define a more proactive and innovative role with District/Federal 

commemoration across agencies and through partnerships. 

 

15. Given that you are being reappointed to the Committee, what challenges do you believe 

the Committee has experienced since your time on the Committee, and how do you believe 

these challenges should be addressed moving forward?  The committee has been relatively 

inactive in the past term, though I understand there is a growing interest in a more 

progressive approach toward commemorative works and their role in placemaking for 

extant and evolving neighborhoods. 

 

16. Please discuss any past and present experiences not already mentioned that you believe are 

relevant to support your reappointment as a member of the Committee? My professional 

work in urban design, in all Wards of the District, with both District and Federal Agencies 

provides relevant experience to contribute toward the integration of commemorative works 

within DC’s public realm.  

 

 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me or Evan Cash on my staff at 

(202) 724-8083. 

Sincerely, 
 

 Phil Mendelson 

 Chairman  

enc. 

PM/ec 



 
 

DRAFT COMMITTEE PRINT 1 
Committee of the Whole 2 
February 4, 2020 3 

 4 
 5 

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 6 
 7 

23-196 8 
 9 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 10 
 11 

_____________ 12 
 13 

 14 
To confirm the reappointment Mr. Otto Condon to the District of Columbia Commemorative 15 

Works Committee. 16 
 17 
  RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this 18 
resolution may be cited as the “District of Columbia Commemorative Works Committee Otto 19 
Condon Confirmation Resolution of 2020”. 20 

 21 
 Sec. 2.  The Council of the District of Columbia reappoints: 22 
 23 

Mr. Otto Condon 24 
12th Place, NW 25 

Washington, D.C. 20009 26 
(Ward 1) 27 

     28 
as a citizen member of the District of Columbia Commemorative Works Committee, established 29 

by section 412 of the Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, approved 30 

April 4, 2001 (D.C. Law 13-275; D.C. Official Code § 9-204.12), and in accordance with section 31 

2 of the Confirmation Act of 2978, effective March 3, 1979 (D.C. Law 2-142; D.C. Official Code 32 

§ 1-523.01) for a term to end on July 22, 2022.  33 

 Sec. 3.  The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution, 34 

upon its adoption, to the appointee, the chairperson of the District of Columbia Retirement 35 

Board, and the Office of the Mayor. 36 

 Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in 37 

the District of Columbia Register. 38 
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