COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

COMMITTEE REPORT
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20004

TO: All Councilmembers

FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson
Committee of the Whole

DATE: December 15, 2020

SUBJECT: Report on PR 23-1002, “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council
Governing Board Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution of 2020~

The Committee of the Whole, to which PR 23-1002, “District of Columbia Corrections
Information Council Governing Board Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution of
2020,” was referred, reports favorably thereon and recommends approval by the Council.
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I. BACKGROUND AND NEED

On November 2, 2020, PR 23-1002, the “District of Columbia Corrections Information
Council Governing Board Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution of 2020” was
introduced by Chairman Mendelson. PR 23-1002 was referred to the Committee of the Whole on
November 11, 2020. The purpose of PR 23-1002 is to reappoint Ms. Huffman as a member of the
District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board (“Board”) for a 2-year
term to end May 4, 2022.

Ms. Huffman is a Ward 3 resident of the District of Columbia. Ms. Huffman received her
Bachelors of Arts in psychology from Emory University and her Juris Doctorate from Yale Law
School. After completing her law degree, Ms. Huffman clerked for the Honorable Martha Craig
Daughtrey and then served as Soros Justice Fellow at the Southern Center for Human Rights in
Atlanta, Georgia. During her fellowship, Ms. Huffman represented incarcerated people in civil
rights litigation, challenging lack of access to medical and mental health services, inhumane
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conditions of confinement, and unconstitutional criminal justice practices. Following her
fellowship, Ms. Huffman worked for the Drug Policy Alliance, where she established the first
state-level office of the Drug Policy Alliance and served as National Director and lead strategist
on all state-level initiatives for the Alliance. Additionally, Ms. Huffman has served as a consultant
to the National Prison Rape Elimination Commission. Currently, Ms. Huffman is a Principal at
the Raben Group, LLC, where she assists clients, generally non-profit advocacy organizations, in
identifying policy goals, creating strategic plans, building organizational programming, expanding
coalition partnerships, and implementing public policy education and lobbying campaigns. In
addition, she serves on the board of directors of the Justice Policy Institute and the Southern Center
for Human Rights.

The District of Columbia Corrections Information Council (“CIC”) was created by
Congress in the 1997 National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government Improvement Act
(“Revitalization Act”) for the purpose of investigating the conditions of District of Columbia
residents with felony convictions scattered throughout the Bureau of Prisons (“BOP”) facilities
following the closing of the Lorton Correctional Complex. The CIC’s role was expanded by the
Jail Improvement Act of 2003?, which requires the CIC to conduct inspections of local correctional
facilities and mandates that the Department of Corrections (“DOC”) provide access to members
of the CIC, its staff, designees, and agents for this purpose, including unmonitored interviews of
incarcerated people.

As the Revitalization Act transferred the jurisdiction of District residents with felony
convictions to the BOP, many District residents formally housed at the Lorton Correction Complex
were dispersed to penal institutions throughout the country. Thus, the District is unlike any other
state in that residents with felony convictions are not incarcerated within (and many are not even
near) its borders. Over 3,000 District residents are incarcerated in over 120 BOP facilities in 35
states and D.C.2 Approximately 1,480 District residents are in the custody of DOC.3 Having an
effective, well-funded mechanism to monitor the treatment of incarcerated District residents is
essential so that this population receives proper treatment and necessary resources and programs.

In 2010, the Council approved the Corrections Information Council Amendment Act of
2010* (“2010 Act”), which restructured the CIC by creating the Board and an independent
Executive Director position, and provided subordinate personnel. The 2010 Act vested in the
Executive Director several responsibilities that had been with the appointed members of the former
CIC.> The Executive Director acts as the investigator as well as ombudsman, looking at
conditions, responding to complaints, and making recommendations to the Board.®

The role of the Board is to provide advice and information to the Director of the Bureau of
Prisons and the Director of the Department of Corrections regarding matters affecting District of

! D.C. Law 15-62; D.C. Official Code § 24-211.02.

2 Criminal Justice Coordinating Council, Census of Detained Justice-Involved Persons in the District of Columbia,
December 4, 2020.

3 d.

4D.C. Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01.

> Bill 18-404, Corrections Information Council Amendment Act of 2010, Report of the Committee on Public Safety
and the Judiciary, at 2 (April 13, 2010).

5 1d.
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Columbia residents who are incarcerated.” In addition, the Board is tasked with reviewing the
findings of the Executive Director and making recommendations, where appropriate, regarding the
conditions of confinement of District of Columbia residents who are incarcerated in both BOP and
DOC custody.® The Board is also tasked with giving final approval of the Executive Director’s
annual report to the Director of the BOP, the Director of the DOC, the Council, and the Mayor
regarding the conditions of confinement of District of Columbia residents who are incarcerated.®

The Board consists of five members: three appointed by the Mayor and two by the Council
of the District of Columbia.'® The Mayor designates the Chairperson of the Board.'! Members of
the Board shall serve for terms of two years.!? All members of the Board serve without
compensation.

Table 1: Membership of the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board

Resolution # | Position Appointee Term Expiring:
PR 23-1002 Proposed Council Appointee Katharine Aiken Huffman May 4, 2022

R 22-633 Council Appointee Nkechi Taifa December 7, 2020
R 22-690 Mayoral Appointee Charlie Whitaker June 7, 2020

R 23-307 Mayoral Appointee (Chairperson) Charles Thornton June 7, 2021

R 23-308 Mayoral Appointee Calvin Woodland, Jr. June 7, 2021

Ms. Huffman was first appointed to the Board on May 4, 2012.14 She was reappointed to
the Board in 2017 and 2018.%° Ms. Huffman wants to be reappointed to the Board because she
remains committed to the work of the CIC to ensure the wellbeing of incarcerated District
residents.’® She has helped the CIC establish and maintain good relationships with the BOP and
DOC and was instrumental in guiding the CIC when it was restructured in 2012. Based on her
impressive credentials and dedication to public service, the Committee recommends the
reappointment of Ms. Huffman to the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council
Governing Board. Not only does Ms. Huffman have a keen awareness regarding the conditions
and treatment of incarcerated people, but her policy background will be instrumental in continuing
to aid the CIC. The Committee recommends the adoption of PR 23-1002.

" D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(c).

81d.

® D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(f).

10 p.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(A). In Council Period 21, the Council approved the Omnibus Public Safety
and Justice Amendment Act of 2016, effective April 22, 2017 (D.C. Law 21-280; D.C. Official Code 24-101.01),
which expanded the Board from three to five members.

11 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(C).

12 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(B).

13 D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(E).

14 Corrections Information Council Governing Board Katharine A. Huffman Appointment Resolution of 2012 (R 19-
417; 59 DCR 4170).

15 Corrections Information Council Governing Board Katherine A. Huffman Appointment Resolution of 2017 (R 22-
316; 64 DCR 12892) and Corrections Information Council Governing Board Katherine A. Huffman Appointment
Resolution of 2018 (R 22-460; 65 DCR 5997).

16 Katharine Aiken Huffman, Nominee, Written Responses to the Committee of the Whole’s Pre-Roundtable
Questionnaire, Page 2, November 16, 2017. (On file with the Committee of the Whole).
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IT. LEGISLATIVE CHRONOLOGY

November 2, 2020 PR 23-1002, the “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council
Governing Board Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution” is
introduced by Chairman Mendelson.

November 6, 2020  Notice of Intent to Act on PR 23-1002 is published in the District of
Columbia Register.

November 11, 2020 PR 23-1002 is “read” at a legislative meeting, and the referral to the
Committee of the Whole is official.

December 15, 2020 The Committee of the Whole marks-up PR 23-1002.

III. POSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE
Ms. Huffman is the Council’s appointee to the Board. The Executive provided no comment
on Ms. Huffman’s reappointment.
IV. COMMENTS OF ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONS
The Committee received no testimony or comments from Advisory Neighborhood
Commissions on PR 23-1002.
V. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

The Committee of the Whole did not hold a public hearing or roundtable on Ms. Huffman’s
reappointment.

VI. IMPACT ON EXISTING LAW

Members of the Board are appointed pursuant to section 11201a(b) of the National Capital
Revitalization and Self-Government Improvement Act of 1997, effective October 2, 2010 (D.C.
Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)), which established the Board.

VII. FISCAL IMPACT

PR 23-1002 will have no fiscal impact on the District of Columbia budget or financial plan.
Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 24-101.01(b)(2)(E), members of the Board are not entitled to
compensation.
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VIII. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS
Section 1 States the short title of PR 23-1002.
Section 2 Confirms the reappointment of Katharine Aiken Huffman as a member of
the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board

to serve a 2-year term to end May 4, 2022.

Section 3 Requires that a copy of the resolution, upon adoption, be transmitted to the
appointee, the Chairperson of the Board, and to the Mayor.

Section 4 Provides that PR 23-1002 shall take effect immediately upon the first date

of publication in the District of Columbia Register.

IX. COMMITTEE ACTION

X. ATTACHMENTS

1. PR 23-1002 as introduced.
2. Legal sufficiency determination.

5. Committee Print for PR 23-1002.



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20004
Memorandum
To: Members of the Council
From: Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council
Date : Monday, November 2, 2020
Subject:  Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office of
the Secretary on Monday, November 02, 2020. Copies are available in Room 10, the
Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board
Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution of 2020", PR23-1002

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson

The Chairman is referring this legislation to Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
Budget Director
Legislative Services
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Chairman Phil Mendelson

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

To reappoint Ms. Katharine Aiken Huffman to the District of Columbia Corrections Information
Council Governing Board.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
resolution may be cited as the “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing
Board Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution of 2020,

Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia reappoints:

Katharine Aiken Huffman
Woodley Place, NW
Washington, DC 20008
(Ward 3)

as a member of the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board,
established by section 11201a(b) of the National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government
Improvement Act of 1997, effective October 2, 2010 (D.C. Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code §
24-101.01(b)). to serve a 2-year term to end on May 4, 2022,
Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution,
upon its adoption, to the appointee, the chairperson of the Board. and to the Office of the Mayor.
Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of publication in

the District of Columbia Register.
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COMMITTEE PRINT
Committee of the Whole
December 15, 2020

A RESOLUTION

23-1002

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

To reappoint Ms. Katharine Aiken Huffman to the District of Columbia Corrections Information
Council Governing Board.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
resolution may be cited as the “District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing
Board Katharine Aiken Huffman Reappointment Resolution of 2020”.

Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia reappoints:

Katharine Aiken Huffman
Woodley Place, NW
Washington, DC 20008
(Ward 3)

as a member of the District of Columbia Corrections Information Council Governing Board,
established by section 11201a(b) of the National Capital Revitalization and Self-Government
Improvement Act of 1997, effective October 2, 2010 (D.C. Law 18-233; D.C. Official Code §
24-101.01(b)), to serve a 2-year term to end on May 4, 2022.

Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia shall transmit a copy of this resolution,
upon its adoption, to the appointee, the chairperson of the Board, and to the Office of the Mayor.

Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
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