COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

COMMITTEE REPORT
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20004

TO: All Councilmembers

FROM: Chairman Phil Mendelson
Committee of the Whole

DATE: July 11, 2023

SUBJECT: Report on Bill 25-145, “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in
Square S-5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023

The Committee of the Whole, to which Bill 25-145, the “Opening of Streets and
Designation of Opened Streets in Square S-5868, S.0O. 22-01486, Act of 2023 was referred,
reports favorably thereon with technical amendments, and recommends approval by the Council.
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I. BACKGROUND AND NEED

On February 22, 2023, Bill 25-145, the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened
Streets in Square S-5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023 was introduced by Chairman Mendelson
at the request of the Mayor. Bill 25-145 would order the opening of several streets in Square S-
5868 in Ward 8 and designate these streets as Cyprus Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore
Drive, S.E., and Oak Drive, S.E. The streets opened and designated by Bill 25-145 were
constructed for Phase I of the redevelopment of the St. Elizabeths East Campus, which began in
2016.! The streets that will be opened and designated under this bill were unofficially named in
the St. Elizabeths East Master Plan in 2012 and completed in 2018. Despite this, the legislation
was not transmitted to the Council until February of this year. As a result, residents who have been
living in townhomes and apartments in the area for over a year are not receiving adequate services

!'St. Elizabeths East Campus Update, May 15, 2018 (https:/stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/St-Es-
Status-Update-Revised-5.15.18.pdf).



https://stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/St-Es-Status-Update-Revised-5.15.18.pdf
https://stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/St-Es-Status-Update-Revised-5.15.18.pdf
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from the District. This is unacceptable. In the future, the Committee requests that the Mayor
transmit any street opening and designation legislation to the Council as soon as is feasible to
ensure that this does not happen again.

Legal Background

The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10,
1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-201 ef seq.) (“Act”) establishes procedures for
closing streets and alleys, opening new streets and alleys, naming public spaces, and other
procedures related to streets and alleys. The Act authorizes the Council to close all or part of a
street or alley and establishes one standard for reviewing a street or alley closing application:
whether the street or alley is determined by the Council to be needed for street or alley purposes.
The Act also authorizes the Council to make approval of a street or alley closing contingent upon:
(1) the dedication of land for street or alley purposes if the public interest would be served by such
action; (2) the granting to the District of specific easements for public purposes; and (3) any other
condition that the Council considers necessary.

Pursuant to the Act, street and alley closing applications are submitted to the Surveyor of
the District of Columbia, who assigns a Surveyor’s Order (S.0.) number and collects applicable
fees. The Surveyor requests comments from executive branch agencies and public utilities. A plat
is prepared, and the application is forwarded through the Mayor’s Office of Policy and Legislative
Affairs, which also solicits comments from executive branch agencies. When these reviews are
completed, the application is transmitted to the Council in the form of a bill from the Mayor.
Councilmembers may also initiate an alley or street closing by introducing a bill. In such cases,
the Act provides that the Council cannot consider such a bill until the required reviews have been
completed. Regarding Bill 25-145, all of the reviews have been completed.

The Act establishes notice requirements for street and alley closing legislation. The Council
is required to publish notice of a street or alley closing in the District of Columbia Register.
Further, the applicant is required to give written notice to all property owners abutting the block
or alley affected by the proposed street or alley closure. The applicant is also required to post signs
at each end of a block or each entrance to an alley affected by the street or alley closing legislation.
The applicant is required to give the Council certification of compliance with these requirements.
Regarding Bill 25-145, these requirements have been met.

After the street or alley closing legislation becomes law and all conditions required by the
Council and the Act have been satisfied, the Surveyor records a copy of the act and plat in the
Office of the Surveyor. Thereafter, the street or alley is deemed closed, and title to the land reverts
or vests in fee simple to the abutting record owners, as shown on the plat. The right of the public
to use the street or alley as a right-of-way typically ceases, and any proprietary interest of the
District of Columbia in the street or alley ceases. If a closing plat shows an easement or dedication
of land for public purposes, the land encompassed by the easement or dedication becomes available
for the specified public purposes.
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Background on the Redevelopment of the St. Elizabeths East Campus

Bill 25-145 would order the opening of several streets in Square S-5868 in Ward 8 and
designate these streets as Cyprus Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E., and Oak
Drive, S.E. The streets opened and designated by Bill 25-145 were constructed for Phase I of the
redevelopment of the St. Elizabeths East Campus.

Planning for the redevelopment of the St. Elizabeths East campus dates back to 2003 when
former Mayor Anthony Williams initiated the process for what would ultimately become the
Redevelopment Framework Plan.? The Redevelopment Framework Plan, approved by the Council
in 2008, envisioned the creation of five new mixed-use neighborhoods on the campus and a new
street connecting Alabama Avenue, S.E., and Suitland Parkway.*

Figure 1. St. Elizabeths East Master Plan Transportation Network Diagram
EAST CAMPUS TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

w— Gludy Araa
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2 District of Columbia Office of Planning, St. Elizabeths East Redevelopment Framework Plan, 2008, pg. 10.
(https://stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/St.-Es-Final-Plan_0.pdf).

3 Resolution 17-899, the “Saint Elizabeths East Redevelopment Framework Plan Approval Resolution of 2008

4 See supra note 2.



https://stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/St.-Es-Final-Plan_0.pdf
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Three years after the Framework Plan was completed, the Office of Planning began work
on the St. Elizabeths East Master Plan. The Master Plan retained some of the basic concepts and
ideas of the Framework Plan but differed in significant ways, including breaking the campus up
into seven “sectors” rather than five neighborhoods and proposing a reconfigured street grid that
did not include the Framework Plan’s proposed parkway between Alabama Avenue, S.E., and
Suitland Parkway.> As shown in Figure 1 on the previous page, street names were selected for the
new streets in the Master Plan.

After the Master Plan was completed, the Council moved several pieces of legislation
necessary to begin the work redevelopment work on the campus, including the “St. Elizabeths
Redevelopment Support Act of 2014 (D.C. Law 20-244; 62 DCR 5629), the “St. Elizabeths East
Campus — Phase 1 Surplus Property Declaration Resolution of 2016 (R21-415; 63 DCR 3945),
and the “St. Elizabeths East Campus — Phase 1 Disposition Approval Resolution of 2016 (R21-
416; 63 DCR 9325).

Construction for Phase 1 of the St. Elizabeths East campus began in 2016. Infrastructure
work—including work on all Phase 1 streets—was completed in 2018 in conjunction with the
opening of the Entertainment and Sports Arena, and residential and commercial developments are
either finished or near completion.®

Background Pertinent to Bill 25-145

At the Committee’s hearing on Bill 25-145, several residents of the District Towns at St.
Elizabeths testified that because the streets have not been formally opened or designated, they
cannot yet receive certain services from the District, such as trash collection. As a result of this
testimony, Chairman Mendelson sent a letter to the Interim Deputy Mayor for Planning and
Economic Development, Keith Anderson, on June 26 asking why it took so long for Council to
receive this legislation.” Mr. Anderson provided a response to the Committee on July 3™ (although
the letter is dated June 29™). Rather than provide a reasonable justification for the delay in
transmitting this legislation, the response from Mr. Anderson simply restates some of the history
of the development and suggests that the Executive has been working on this legislation for nearly
two years.® This is unacceptable. The Executive knew the street names nearly a decade ago, and
as Mr. Anderson notes in the letter, the streets were finished in 2018.° There is no reason that the
legislation could not have been transmitted to the Council years ago. To avoid this situation in the
future, the Committee requests that the Mayor transmit street opening and designation legislation
to the Council long before any residents or organizations begin to occupy developments on said
streets.

5 District of Columbia Office of Planning, St Elizabeths East Master Plan and Design Guidelines, June 4, 2012
(https://stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/21087-GL-DRAFT 2012 _0605_FINAL_with_appendices.pdf).

¢ See, for instance, Jenna Portnoy, “50 years in, Whitman-Walker builds future in underserved Southeast D.C.,” The
Washington Post, March 2, 2023 (https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/03/02/whitman-walker-
disparities-southeast-dc/).

7 Letter from Chairman Mendelson to Mr. Keith Anderson Re Bill 25-145, June 26, 2023. A copy of the letter is
attached to this report.

8 Letter from Interim Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development Keith Anderson to Chairman
Mendelson, June 29, 2023. A copy of the letter is attached to this report.

°Id.



https://stelizabethseast.com/wp-content/uploads/21087-GL-DRAFT_2012_0605_FINAL_with_appendices.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/03/02/whitman-walker-disparities-southeast-dc/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/03/02/whitman-walker-disparities-southeast-dc/
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Conclusion

Planning for the redevelopment of St. Elizabeths East dates back two decades. Through the
planning process, which culminated with the completion of the St. Elizabeths East Master Plan in
2012, the District developed a new street grid system to facilitate better connectivity for residents
who would occupy residential units and tenants who would occupy commercial properties. Bill
25-145 completes this work by formally opening and designating the streets envisioned by the
Master Plan over a decade ago. Accordingly, the Committee recommends Council approval of the
Committee Print for Bill 25-145.

IT. LEGISLATIVE CHRONOLOGY
February 22,2023  Bill 25-145, the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in

Square S-5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023” is introduced by Chairman
Mendelson at the request of the Mayor.

March 3, 2023 Notice of Intent to Act on Bill 25-145 is published in the District of
Columbia Register.
March 7, 2023 Bill 25-145 is “read” at a legislative meeting; on this date the referral of the

bill to the Committee of the Whole is official.

June 2, 2023 Notice of a Public Hearing on Bill 25-145 is published in the District of
Columbia Register.

June 26, 2023 The Committee of the Whole holds a public hearing on Bill 25-145.

July 11, 2023 The Committee of the Whole marks up Bill 25-145.

III. POSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE

Brant Miller, Interim Manager of Policy and Legislative Affairs at the District Department
of Transportation, testified at the Committee’s public hearing on June 26, 2023 on behalf of the
Executive. Mr. Miller’s testimony provides background on the redevelopment of the St. Elizabeths
East campus. Mr. Miller requested that the Council pass the legislation as soon as possible so
residents in the townhomes and multifamily properties can receive services.

Joseph Snider, D.C. Surveyor, testified at the Committee’s public hearing on June 26, 2023.
He stated that the purpose of Bill 25-145 is to order the opening of streets in Square S-5868 and to
designate the opened streets as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E.,
and Oak Drive, S.E., in Ward 8. Mr. Snider noted that the utility companies and executive branch
agencies have offered no objections to the street openings or dedications, although Mr. Snider
testified that he has not yet received comments from Fire and EMS.
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IV. COMMENTS OF ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONS

The Committee has not received any comments from an Advisory Neighborhood
Commission on Bill 25-145.

V. NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW

By a delegated action of the Executive Director, dated August 25, 2022, the Executive
Director of the National Capital Planning Commission found that the proposed opening of
Cypress, Poplar, Oak and Sycamore Streets, S.E., would not be inconsistent with the Federal
Elements of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital nor would it adversely affect any
other federal interests.

VI. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

The Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on several bills, including Bill 25-145,
which is identical to Bill 25-145, on Monday, June 26, 2023. The testimony summarized below
pertains to Bill 25-145. Copies of all written testimony are attached to this report.

Keyonna White, Public Witness, testified in support of Bill 25-145.
LaShana Pace, Public Witness, testified in support of Bill 25-145.

Salim Adofo, ANC Commissioner for Single Member District 8C07, testified in support
of Bill 25-145.

Joseph Snider, Surveyor of the District of Columbia, testified to provide background on
Bill 24-1026. His testimony is summarized in Section III.

Brant Miller, Interim Manager of Policy and Legislative Affairs at the District
Department of Transportation, testified for the Executive. His testimony is summarized in Section
1.

The Committee has received no testimony or comments in opposition to Bill 25-145.

VII. IMPACT ON EXISTING LAW

Bill 25-145 has no impact on existing law. The Street and Alley Closing and Acquisition
Procedures Act of 1982, effective March 10, 1983 (D.C. Law 4-201; D.C. Official Code § 9-201
et seq.) (“Act”) establishes procedures for closing streets and alleys, opening new streets and
alleys, naming public spaces, and other procedures related to streets and alleys. The Committee
finds that the requirements of the Act have been satisfied.
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VIII. FISCAL IMPACT

The attached July 7, 2023 fiscal impact statement from the District’s Chief Financial
Officer states that funds are sufficient in the FY 2023 through FY 2026 budget and financial plan
to implement the bill.

IX. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS
Section 1 Short title.

Section 2 Orders the opening of streets in Square S-5868 and designates the opened
streets as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E.,
and Oak Drive, S.E.

Section 3 Standard fiscal impact statement provision.
Section 4 Standard effective date provision.

X. COMMITTEE ACTION

XI. ATTACHMENTS

1. Bill 25-145 as introduced.

Written testimony.

Letters from the Chairman and DMPED.

NCPC comments.

Surveyor’s Plat.

Fiscal Impact Statement for Bill 25-145.

Legal Sufficiency Determination for Bill 25-145.
Committee Print for Bill 25-145.

® NS kWD



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington D.C. 20004
Memorandum
To: Members of the Council
From: Nyasha Smith, Secretary to the Council
Date : Monday, February 27, 2023
Subject:  Referral of Proposed Legislation

Notice is given that the attached proposed legislation was introduced in the Office of
the Secretary on Wednesday, February 22, 2023. Copies are available in Room 10, the
Legislative Services Division.

TITLE: "Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in Square S-5868, S.O.
22-01486, Act 0f 2023", B25-0145

INTRODUCED BY: Chairman Mendelson, at the request of Mayor

The Chairman is referring this legislation to Committee of the Whole.

Attachment

cc: General Counsel
Budget Director
Legislative Services

























































LaShana Pace

Committee of the Whole for the Council District of Columbia thank you for taking the
time to hear my testimony. | am writing in regards to Ward 8 Bill 25-145 proposal to
open the streets in Square S-5868 of Cypress, Poplar, Sycamore and Oak Drive SE.

| am a first time home owner in DC and one of the first residents in the new development at District Towns located on the historical
St. Elizabeth campus. During the District Towns ribbon cutting | was honored to have Mayor Bowser tour my home and | beamed
with pride as Mayor Bowser thanked us for investing in the city as home owners.

During my first year of residing in my home | withessed a delay in medical response
time for a patient suffering from a drug overdose on the pavement in front of my
house. | also withessed a neighbor experience a 911 delay in receiving medical care
which could have become tragic if there had been further delay. Time save lives. |
work in the medical field as a first responder and understand the utmost importance of
safety and the fact that - time saves lives.

Within the next few months we will have the state of the art medical center Whitman
Walker opening across from my home. The center will need the street to be open for
patient access and medical response.

Furthermore our developer has paid a private trash collection company to pick up
waste & recycling due to Sycamore street being unrecognized. The opening of
Sycamore Street will allow the city to complete trash & waste pickup for the District
Towns residents and hopefully provide faster 911 calls as EMS teams will be able to
GPS the location better.

LaShana Pace

3151 12th St SE
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Bill 25-145, the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in
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Background Information Provided by
Joseph Snider
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DC DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Good afternoon, Chairman Mendelson, members, and staff of the Committee of the
Whole. I am Joseph Snider, Surveyor of the District of Columbia with the Department of
Buildings (DOB). I appear before you today to provide background information on Bill 25-145,
the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in Square S-5868,” which was
introduced by Chairman Mendelson at the request of the Mayor.

The purpose of this bill is to order the opening of streets in Square S-5868, and to
designate the opened streets as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E.,
and Oak Drive, S.E., in Ward 8. The streets that will be opened and designated pursuant to Bill
25-145 are part of the redevelopment of the St. Elizabeth Campus. Designation of the streets
will facilitate residents in the lots adjacent to the streets to receive District services.

The applicant for this application is the District Department of Transportation. The
Office of the Surveyor notified the relevant Executive Branch agencies and utility companies of
this application on July 12, 2022. The utility companies have no objections. To date, we have
not received comments from Fire EMS. The remaining Executive Branch Agencies offer no
objections.

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 9-202.02(3), the Surveyor’s Office notified the National
Capital Planning Commission (NCPC), of this application on July 12, 2022. In a letter dated
September 2, 2022, NCPC approved this application.

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 9-202.02(5) Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8C03
was notified on July 12, 2022. To date, we have not received any comments from ANC 8C03.

This concludes my testimony. I appreciate the opportunity to appear before you today

and welcome any questions you may have regarding this matter. Thank you.

DC Department of Buildings | 1100 4th St SW, Washington, DC 20024 | 202.671.3500 | dob.dc.gov
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Testimony of Brant Miller for Bill 25-145, the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in Square S-
5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023”

Good morning, Chairman Mendelson, members of the Council, staff, and
District residents. My name is Brant Miller, and I am the Interim Manager of the
Policy and Legislative Affairs Division at the District Department of
Transportation, commonly referred to as DDOT. I am here today to present
testimony on behalf of Mayor Muriel Bowser and DDOT Director Everett Lott
regarding B25-145, the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in
Square S-5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023.”

The stated purpose of Bill 25-145 is to order the opening of streets in Square
S-5868, and to designate the opened streets as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street,
S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E., and Oak Drive, S.E., in Ward 8.

The streets that will be opened and designated pursuant to Bill 25-145 are
part of the redevelopment at the St. Elizabeth’s Campus. This is a once-in-a-
generation project, led by the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and
Economic Development (DMPED), that allows the District of Columbia to create a
well-planned, multiuse, mixed-income, walkable, livable community. Opening of
the streets will provide residents with both public access and essential District
public services. The streets were designed and built to DDOT standards and
specifications and DDOT is ready to accept them into our inventory.

As the Office of the Surveyor will testify, utility companies and executive

branch agencies were notified about the openings and have no objections. The

2|Page



Testimony of Brant Miller for Bill 25-145, the “Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in Square S-
5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023”

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) approved the application in a letter
dated September 2, 2022. ANC 8C03 was notified and did not provide comments.
We ask that the Council pass this legislation without delay so we can
continue this successful project and serve the new residents who have taken
advantage of the opportunity to call this community their home.
This concludes my testimony. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to

testify before you today. [ am available to answer any questions that you may have.

3|Page



Vashta Fields

Dear Committee Members,

My name is Vashta Fields

and | reside on the campus of the former St. Elizabeth’s. hospital. Our
community has been denied access to city services for the last year, posing

both environmental and health risks. We have been denied access to Department
of Public Works services and forced to use private funds to cover costs
associated with trash removal. The lack of street recognition has also impacted
emergency medical services as they were unable to locate the home of one of our
community members experiencing a life threatening emergency. Millions of
dollars have been invested to revitalize the Congress Heights neighborhood. It

is absolutely disgraceful that it has taken this long for our streets to be
recognized. Please take swift action to resolve this issue so

we can receive the same services that all tax payers receive within the

District of Columbia.

Thank you for your time
and attention .



YaQwasia Clerveau

| am writing to express my strong support for Bill 25-145, which proposes the
opening of streets in Square S-5868 and designates them as Cypress Street, S.E.,
Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E., and Oak Drive, S.E., in Ward 8. As a
resident of this community, | believe that this bill is a crucial step towards
improving our neighborhood and enhancing the quality of life for its residents.

First and foremost, the opening of these streets would greatly improve
accessibility and connectivity within our community. Currently, the lack of proper
street infrastructure makes it difficult for emergency services to find my home,
therefor we cannot receive certain important public services.

Furthermore, | want to emphasize the importance of public safety that would
come with the opening of these streets. In emergency situations, every second
counts. By providing additional entry and exit points for emergency vehicles, we
can ensure a quicker response time, potentially saving lives and protecting our
community during times of crisis.

In conclusion, | urge you to support Bill 25-145, which seeks to open streets in
Square S-5868 and designate them as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E.,
Sycamore Drive, S.E., and Oak Drive, S.E., in Ward 8. By investing in the opening
of these streets, we invest in the well-being and future prosperity of our
neighborhood. Thank you for your attention to this matter.



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004

Phil Mendelson Office: (202) 724-8032
Chairman Fax: (202) 724-8085

June 26, 2023

Mr. Keith Anderson, Interim Deputy Mayor
for Planning and Economic Development
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Suite 317
Washington, DC 20004 RE: Bill 25-145

Dear Mr. Anderson:

Today the Committee of the Whole held a public hearing on Bill 25-145 which I introduced
in February at the request of the Mayor. The purpose of this legislation is to officially name four
public streets on the East Campus of the former St. Elizabeths Hospital site.

[ would like to know why this legislation came to the Council almost a year after completion
of the streets and completion of the houses on at least one of the streets.

At the hearing I received testimony from several residents on Sycamore Street that they have
experienced difficulty obtaining city services — including ambulance response — because their street
has not been officially designated.

I would also like to know why DMPED has not forwarded legislation to officially designate
any other streets on the St. Elizabeths campus even though construction (e.g.. Cedar Hill Hospital)

is underway. What is your timetable for requesting the streets to be named?

Please provide a response to the three questions above. Thope you do so withina week if you
hope for Council votes on Bill 25-145 before recess.

Sincerely,

Phil ﬁendelson

PM/ms
cc: Counclmember Kenyan McDuffie
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June 29, 2023

Chairman Phil Mendelson

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 504

Washington, DC 20004

RE: Bill 25-145
Dear Chairman Mendelson,

I am writing in response to your letter dated June 26, 2023 regarding Bill 25-145, the purpose of
which is to officially name four public streets on the St. Elizabeths East Campus (the “Campus™). I
would first like to take this opportunity to thank you for holding Monday’s hearing on Bill 25-145,
which is a critical piece of legislation that will allow the progress on the Campus to continue. In your
letter, you asked three questions which I have responded to in turn, below.

Question 1: I would like to know why this legislation came to the Council after almost a year after
completion of the streets and completion of the houses on at least one of the streets.

The street network and names for the Campus were identified in the 2012 St. Elizabeths East
Master Plan. As you know, street construction, opening, and naming requires extensive coordination
with other District government agencies, most importantly the District Department of Transportation
(“DDOT™). Phase I streets, which are the subject of Bill 25-145, were completed in 2018 in conjunction
with the opening of the Entertainment and Sports Arena, however DDOT required additional repairs and
clarifications to the rights-of-way before officially accepting the completed streets in September 2021.
Since September 2021, DMPED has worked closely with DDOT to bring the street naming legislation to
Council.

Question 2: At the hearing I received testimony from several residents on Sycamore Street that they
have experienced difficulty obtaining city services — including ambulance response — because their street
has not been officially designated.

DMPED is aware of these difficulties. We understand that the residents currently residing on
Phase I streets have faced challenges receiving emergency services because the streets are recognized as
private property until Council action officially makes them public. Residents are aware and have written
letters to the Council to advocate for a hearing and street opening.

Question 3: I would also like to know why DMPED has not forwarded legislation to officially designate
any other streets on the St. Elizabeths campus even though construction (e.g., Cedar Hill Hospital) is
underway. What is your timetable for requesting the streets to be named?

Keith Anderson
Interim Deputy Mayor

* K %

John A. Wilson Building | 1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Suite 317 | Washington, DC 20004




The Phase II streets, which include the street to access Cedar Hill Regional Medical Center, have not yet
been completed. DMPED anticipates working with DDOT to submit legislation in winter 2024 to
officially name Phase II streets, including: Pecan Street, SE, Cherry Street, SE, and 13" Street, SE.

We appreciate the Council’s prompt action on this legislation that is necessary to move the project
forward and will allow over 1000 residents living on the St. Elizabeths East Campus to receive
necessary city services.

Interim Deputy Mayor

* * K
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PROJECT NCPC FILE NUMBER
Proposed Opening of Cypress, Poplar, 8390

Oak, and Sycamore Streets, SE, Square S- NCPC MAP FILE NUMBER
5868 - S.0. 22-0148

Washington, DC 83.10(44.40)45536
SUBMITTED BY ACTION TAKEN

Approval of comments to the

District of Columbia Department of Consumer Council of the District of Columbia

and Regulatory Affairs, Office of the Surveyor

REVIEW AUTHORITY
Advisory
Per DC Code § 9-202.02

The District of Columbia Office of the Surveyor has forwarded an application on behalf of the District
Department of Transportation (DDOT) for the proposed opening of Cypress, Poplar, Oak, and Sycamore
Streets, SE, within Square 5-5868 (5.0, 22-0148) in southeast Washington, DC. Historically, the streets in
St. Elizabeths East have been operated as publicly-owned, private strects mamtained by the District
Department of General Services (DGS). Maintenance of the streets in 5t Elizabeths East is being
transterred in phases to DDOT. As part of that transfer, the streets must be officially opened in accordance
with District of Columbia law. The Mayor plans to submut a proposed street improvement plan to open
certain streets for the first phase in the 5t. Elizabeths campus to the District Couneil for review and approval.
The streets that will be opened include Sycamore Drive, SE, Cypress Street, SE, Poplar Street, SE and Oak
Street, SE. These streets all currently exist in the alignments indicated in the submitted plat. As such. there
are no changes proposed to their location.

St. Elizabeths East 1s located at the site of a formerly self-contained mental health commumty - St.
Elizabeths Hospital. The area was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1990. The East Campus 1s
also a designated historic district in the District of Columbia Inventory of Historie Sites (2006). The 183-
acre 5t Ehzabeths East campus was transferred to the District in 1987. The western campus remains under
federal junsdiction and is the home of the Department of Homeland Secunty. The District of Columbia has
prepared a master plan for the East Campus that 1s being implemented over time, and includes a vanety of
residential, civic, and community uses. The establishment and re-connection of the street network 1s part of
the proposed plan.

The streets proposed for reopening currently exist and would not be altered as part of the application. The
Dustrict intends to transfer maintenance to DDOT, which necessitates a formal reopening as public streets
per District law. The streets do not serve any federal facilities, and the reopening will not impact any federal
interests. The St. Elizabeths West Campus (DHS) is located to the northwest, across Martin Luther King
Ir. Avenue, SE. and the streets do not connect to that site.

The Coordinating Committee reviewed the project at their August 10, 2022 meeting and forwarded the
proposed right-of-way dedications to the Commission with the statement that the project has been
coordinated with the following participating agencies: NCPC; the General Services Adminmistration; the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authonty; the Distnict State Historic Preservation Officer; the
District Department of Transportation; the District Department of Energy and the Environment; the District
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Office of Planning, and the National Park Service. There are no federal properties with the potential to be

affected by the street dedication, and the proposal is not inconsistent with the federal interests identified
within the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital.
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e * w
Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on April 1, 2021 and per DC Code § 9-
202.02. 1 find that the proposed reopening of Cypress, Poplar, Oak, and Sycamore Streets, SE, within
Square S-5868 - S.0. 22-0148 in Washington, DC, would not be inconsistent with the Federal Elements of

the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital nor would it adversely impact any other identified federal

interests. Wm_. 8/25/2022

Marcel Acosta Date
Executive Director




PURSUANT TO D.C. LAW EFFECTIVE

AND D.C. OFFICIAL CODE §9-203.06, THE STREETS SHOWN THUS |

ARE HEREBY OPENED AS PUBLIC STREETS.

| CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAT IS CORRECT AND IS RECORDED.

SURVEYOR, D.C.
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C2 112.50 84.23 44.20 S20°06'12"E 82.27 42°53'43"
C3 962.50 33.19 16.60 N49°26'21"E 33.19 01°58'33"
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Government of the District of Columbia
Office of the Chief Financial Officer
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Glen Lee
Chief Financial Officer
MEMORANDUM
TO: The Honorable Phil Mendelson
Chairman, Council of the District of C@
/]
FROM: Glen Lee / (// '
Chief Financial Office
DATE: July 7,2023
SUBJECT: Fiscal Impact Statement - Opening of Streets and Designation of
Opened Streets in Square S-5868, S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023
REFERENCE: Bill 25-145, Draft Committee Print As Shared with the Office of
Revenue Analysis on July 6, 2023
Conclusion

Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2023 budget and the fiscal year 2024 through fiscal year 2027
budget and financial plan to implement the bill.

Background

The bill approves the opening of new streets on the campus of the former St. Elizabeths campus?, in
Ward 8, and designates the new streets as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive,
S.E.,, and Oak Drive, S.E. Designation of the streets will allow residents in the lots adjacent to the
streets to receive District services.

Financial Plan Impact

Funds are sufficient in the fiscal year 2023 budget and the fiscal year 2024 through fiscal year 2027
budget and financial plan to implement the bill. The District Department of Transportation can
absorb the cost of the new streets into its maintenance portfolio, and the Department of Public Works
can absorb the cost of providing its standard array of resident services (i.e. trash, recycling) for the
homes on the new street.

1 The new streets will be located in square S-5868, as shown on the Surveyor's plats filed under S.O. File 22-
01486.

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 203, Washington, DC 20004 (202)727-2476
www.cfo.dc.gov
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COMMITTEE PRINT
Committee of the Whole
July 11, 2023

IN COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

To open streets in Square S-5868, and to designate the opened streets as Cypress Street, S.E.,
Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E., and Oak Drive, S.E., in Ward 8.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the Opening of Streets and Designation of Opened Streets in Square S-5868,
S.0. 22-01486, Act of 2023”.

Sec. 2. Pursuant to section 404 of the Home Rule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (87
Stat. 787; D.C. Official Code § 1-204.04), the Council opens streets in Square S-5868 and
designates the opened streets as Cypress Street, S.E., Poplar Street, S.E., Sycamore Drive, S.E.,
and Oak Drive, S.E., as shown on the Surveyor’s plats filed under S.O. 22-01486.

Sec. 3. Fiscal impact statement.
‘The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal
impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975,
approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat, 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 4. Effective date.
This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the

Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of Congressional review as



33 provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
34 24,1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of

35  Columbia Register.
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