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A BILL

_______________


IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

_______________________

To amend, on a temporary basis, section 8e of the District of Columbia Election Code of 1955 to allow all eligible ballots in a general election contest for at-large members of the Council in which there shall be 2 winners to count towards each available seat.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this act may be cited as the “Ranked Choice Voting Implementation Clarification Temporary Amendment Act of 2026”.
Sec. 2. Section 8e of the District of Columbia Election Code of 1955, effective March 7, 2025 (69 Stat. 699; D.C. Official Code § § 1-1001.08a), is amended as follows:
Subsection (e) is amended to read as follows:  
“(e) In any general election contest for at-large members of the Council, in which there shall be 2 winners, each ballot shall count as one vote for the highest-ranked active candidate on that ballot. Tabulation shall proceed in rounds, with each round proceeding sequentially as follows:
“(1) If there are 2 or fewer active candidates, the candidates shall be elected, and tabulation shall be complete; or
“(2) If there are more than 2 active candidates:
“(A) The first round shall be tabulated according to paragraph (d)(2) of this section until a winner is determined; 
“(B) The winning candidate shall be removed from consideration in each subsequent round; 
“(C) For subsequent rounds, if after counting the valid first preference rankings for each candidate, no candidate receives more than 50% of the valid first preference rankings counted, conduct the second ballot-counting phase by:
“(i) Excluding from the multi-candidate race: 
“(a) The candidate who received the fewest valid first preference rankings counted;  
“(b) Adding to the valid first preference rankings counted for the remaining candidates, the next valid preference rankings cast for the remaining candidates by the voters who cast a valid first preference ranking for the excluded candidate; and 
“(c) If, after adding the rankings in accordance with sub-subparagraph (2)(c)(i)(b) of this subsection, one candidate receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, declaring that candidate elected; and 
“(ii) If, after adding the next valid preference rankings in accordance with sub-subparagraph (2)(c)(i)(b) of this subsection, no candidate receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, conduct subsequent ballot-counting phases by continuing the process described in paragraph (2)(c) until a candidate receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, as follows: 
“(A) Excluding from consideration the candidate who has the fewest valid rankings counted; and 
“(B) Adding the next valid preference ranking cast by each voter whose ranking was counted for the last excluded candidate to one of the remaining candidates, in the order of the next preference indicated by the voter.”.
Sec. 3 Subsection 19 of Section 729 of Chapter 7 of Title 3 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (3 DCMR §729.19) is amended to read as follows: 
“729.19	In RCV contests for at-large members of the Council of the District of Columbia (governed by D.C. Official Code § 1-1001.08a(e)):
“(a) If there are two (2) or fewer active candidates in any round, the candidates shall be elected, and tabulation shall be complete; 
“(b) If there are more than two (2) active candidates in a round:
“(1) If one of the candidates receives more than 50% of the valid first preference rankings counted, declare that candidate elected; 
“(2) If, after counting the valid first preference rankings for each candidate, no candidate receives more than 50% of the valid first preference rankings counted, conduct the second ballot-counting phase by:
“(A) Excluding from the multi-candidate race:
“(i) The candidate who received the fewest valid first preference rankings counted; 
“(B) Adding, to the valid first preference rankings counted for the remaining candidates, the next valid preference rankings cast for the remaining candidates by the voters who cast a valid first preference ranking for the excluded candidate; and
“(C) If, after adding the rankings in accordance with Subsection (2)(b)(ii), one candidate receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, declaring that candidate elected; and
“(c) If, after adding the next valid preference rankings in accordance with Subsection (2)(b)(ii), no candidate receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, conduct subsequent ballot-counting phases by continuing the process described in Subsection (2)(b) until a candidate receives more than 50% of the valid rankings counted, as follows:
“(1) Excluding from consideration the candidate who has the fewest valid rankings counted; and
“(2) Adding the next valid preference ranking cast by each voter whose ranking was counted for the last excluded candidate to one of the remaining candidates, in the order of the next preference indicated by the voter.”.
Sec 4. Fiscal impact statement.
The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement of the Budget Director as the fiscal impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a). 
Sec. 5. Effective date.
(a) This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto) and a 30-day period of congressional review as provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1).
(b) This act shall expire after 225 days of its having taken effect.
